                                         Social Skills/Habits of Mind
                                    

Activity: Fish bowl and T-Chart
The teacher asks for two volunteers to role-play a typical conversation. Then the teacher will pull one of the students aside and ask him/her not to listen to the speaker. Then the other student is instructed to talk about an interesting place they went to or something fun they did that was really exciting. The rest of the class makes a circle around the two students, to give the fishbowl effect. The other students in the class should observe the two students carefully. Then the teacher makes a T-chart about what non-listening sounds and looks like.
	                  Sounds Like
	                         Looks Like

	      Tapping Pencil

      Looking at watch

      Saying “uh-huh” a lot

      Saying “really”

      Sighing

      “What’s for lunch today?”
	      Fidgeting

      Looking Down

      Turning Away

      Not facing the speaker

      Looking at the clock

      Playing with hair


Afterwards the teacher takes the T-chart and tears up the list, and puts it in the trash. Then the teacher asks for two more students to act out good listening skills, and repeats the fishbowl activity. Once again the teacher will make another teacher again about what Attentive Listening sounds and looks like.

This T-chart should be posted in the classroom to remind students what Attentive Listening looks and sounds like.

Questions

Would you use this activity in your classroom, regardless of grade level?

Do you think it is an effective strategy to demonstrate Attentive Listening?
Would you change the activity in any way?  How?
