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(1) Evaluating Internet Resources: Most of what is posted on the Internet has never 
been subjected to the rigors of peer review common with many traditional publications. 
Students must learn to evaluate the reliability of information of the websites they visit.  
 

• Select two websites that provide information about a topic related to your 
curriculum. Cite the URLs and names of both sites and explain which is more 
reliable using evaluation criteria. 

www.pbs.org and www.bbc.co.uk/history  

pbs.org  

This web site is run by a reputable company, PBS, so the content should be fairly reliable 
since they are basing it on the material from their educational programs.  

 The purpose of the site is to supplement the material that airs on the PBS networks.  I would 
assume the information accurate since it comes from historical research done for their 
documentaries.  There are also study guides teachers can use for their classroom for the 
programming PBS shows.  The programming covers material from science to history.   

There is a link to on the web site that states someone checks to see if any statements are 
incorrect, I don’t know if this applies to the information that is on the page as well.   

Just by the fact that it is a PBS web site, I would simply assume that the information is fairly 
accurate and reliable to use for high school assignments.   

bbc.co.uk/history  

The BBC web site is similar to the PBS site because they are both run by organizations.  The 
biggest difference though, is the fact that the BBC is known as reliable news source.   

I would say this is a reputable web site too.  I went through some time lines, and they seemed 
to be fairly accurate.  I would have more trust on these two web sites compared to a site like 
Wikepedia.   

I didn’t see any were to click on to see who check the information.  On the other hand, there 
is a link to send complaints to the BBC.  I’m assuming people can send information to the 
site if there are inaccuracies.   

The web site seems to be good for the average high school students.  I would ask them to 
check out the time lines on the site to gather some information for background information.  
Since it is the BBC, I would say the material should be okay.   
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Both web sites don’t really state were they get their information.  I assume they get the 
information from actual historians and books, I truly doubt they just put information without 
research.   

PBS does ask for donations if they can be made, but they don’t force it on their viewers or 
Internet users.  I didn’t see the same thing for the BBC web site.  Most of the grammar and 
spelling was okay for the sites.    

(2) Research with Electronic References: Since we live in the Information Age, it is 
particularly important that teachers are able to access and evaluate information to prepare 
accurate, up-to-date lessons, and to teach their students the principles of electronic 
research. In this activity you will examine a variety of electronic references in your quest 
to acquire information for lessons or other professional activities. 
 

• Identify two topics to research using electronic references (broadcast news, 
almanacs, quotations, etc.). Research the first topic using at least one resource 
from each of five categories of electronic resources. Repeat the process with the 
second topic, using references from five additional categories. Include the URL, 
name of the resource, key information acquired, and a screen capture from each 
resource. (See examples of research ideas). 

• Identify the special features (e.g. hypertext linking of terms, Boolean search 
capabilities, archival search, knowledge tree, downloadable movies, online audio 
transcripts, animations, translations, reference lists, printer-friendly output, 
multimedia links, PDA or bookreader download, visible directory structure, etc.) 
of each of the reference tools you have used.  

• Compare and contrast electronic references with their traditional paper 
counterparts. Discuss at least ten tasks or features that are possible with electronic 
resources that are not possible with traditional paper resources.  

• Develop a lesson plan that incorporates electronic references. Your lesson plan 
should require students to use two or more electronic references to address a 
specific curricular objective. 

Poker & Nuclear weapons 

 
Broadcast news:  The article is discussing the influx of on-line poker players and the 
amount of money that is being wagered on-line at a given moment. 
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Encyclopedia:  This is a basic research site that has basic info about poker.  It discusses 
the different variations of the game.   

 
 

Quotations:  This is a simple quote describing the game of poker. 

  
Catalog research:  The school library had some information about poker.  I found a book 
that describes the story of poker players.   
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Public domain:  This is a standard web site that has an interesting story about a riverboat 
game.  Would need to do a background check on the material included.   
 
Nuclear Weapons 

 
Newspaper article:  This article is describing the troubles the United States is facing with 
Iran and it’s efforts to obtain nuclear power. 
 

 
Encyclopedia:  This is form from the Encarta search.  There was a lot articles based on 
the nuclear arms race and on the technology.   
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Map:  I looked on Google for a better map about nuclear weapons and who has them.   
 

 
Quotations:  This is a quote said during the cool down period of the Cold War.  Based on 
Nuclear weapons.   
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Library Research:  This is located in Los Angeles Public library.  It is obviously about the 
missile crisis and the near break of nuclear war. 
 
Lesson plan: 
Will be covering the civil war.  Have given lecture about significant battles that have 
taken place.  Ask the students to find first hand accounts.  I also want them to find more 
about military weapons and tactics that were used during the U.S. civil war. 
 
This is one web site were they can find first hand accounts: 
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/index.html  
 
I would use this web site to find a book that describes several military facts about the 
United States Civil War. 
http://www.lapl.org/  
 
(3) Educational Research: Teachers should be familiar with research related to the 
teaching of their discipline. The Educational Research Database (ERIC) provides access 
to abstracts from numerous educational publications, and is the best place to start when 
conducting educational research. 
 

• Find two or more abstracts of recent, relevant articles related to the use of 
technology in the teaching of your subject. Summarize implications for the 
teaching of your subject. Cite the articles using APA format, and include the text 
of the abstracts. 

The article discusses the use of historical papers and the use of them in class by history 
teachers for their students.  One piece that struck out me was the fact that a person with a 
physics degree out thought a person with a history degree when it came to analyzing 
historic documents.  The article describes what a history teacher can use to enhance 
historic thinking for their students.   
 
Drake, F.  Teaching in Historical Thinking.  ERIC Digest.  7 pages.  August 2002.  April 
20, 2006: 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&ERICExtSearch_Oper
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ator_2=and&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=kw&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_2=rese
arch&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_1=history&ERICExtSearch_Operator_1=and&ERI
CExtSearch_SearchType_1=kw&ERICExtSearch_PubDate_To=2006&ERICExtSearch_
SearchValue_0=internet&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_2=kw&ERICExtSearch_Search
Count=2&ERICExtSearch_PubDate_From=1996&_pageLabel=ERICSearchResult&new
Search=true&rnd=1145593899359&searchtype=advanced  
 
The article believes that technology needs to be integrated to the history curriculum.  This 
is the belief because times are changing and technology can do nothing but help history 
teachers.  The paper has many ideas and even lesson plans that can assist a teacher with 
using technology in the classroom.   
 
Cabot, Raymond H. Teaching, Technology, and History: Reaching the Past from the Modern 
World.  Klingenstein Center for Independent School Education.  January 5, 1998.  51 pages.  
April 20, 2006:  
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue
_0=internet&ERICExtSearch_Operator_2=and&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_2=kw&ERICExtS
earch_SearchType_0=kw&ERICExtSearch_SearchCount=2&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_2=re
search&ERICExtSearch_PubDate_From=1996&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_1=history&ERIC
ExtSearch_Operator_1=and&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_1=kw&ERICExtSearch_PubDate_To
=2006&_pageLabel=ERICSearchResult  
 
(4) Online Academic Journals: A growing number of academic journals are available 
online, some of which are free, and others of which require a subscription. 
 

• Find an electronic journal related to your subject and include a screen capture of a 
relevant article. Briefly summarize the article.  

 
 

• Administrators should be familiar with the legal code as it pertains to education. 
Research a legal case relevant to education in secondary schools and include a 
screen capture from this case. Briefly summarize the case. *PTP-tip The PTP 
requires that "Candidates for a Teaching Credential understand and honor legal 
and professional obligations to protect the privacy, health, and safety of students, 
families, and other school professionals. They are aware of and act in accordance 
with ethical considerations and they model ethical behaviors for students. 
Candidates understand and honor all laws relating to professional misconduct and 
moral fitness." You may wish to cite relevant laws or cases as an aspect of an 
artifact for TPE 12. 
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This is the actual law code when dealing with special education students.  All the laws 
that pertain to California education or on the educations web site for California.  This can 
be a great resource when beginning or experienced teacher needs to know their rights. 
 
(5) Locating multimedia teaching resources: At many libraries, teachers can obtain 
cards which give them special privileges as educators, including the ability to check our 
more resources and keep them longer. Teachers can check out books, CDs, DVDs and 
videos.  
 

• Find a video related to the teaching of your course in the Los Angeles Public 
Library System (or other public library system), CSUN main library, or the CSUN 
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Teacher Curriculum Center. Describe the video resource and its call number, and 
if possible, find a teacher study guide for the video by performing an Internet 
search. 

 
 


