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Introduction

Cyberspace is not a fairy realm of magical transformations. It’s a realm of
transformations all right, but since humans beings aren’t magical fairies
you can pretty much scratch the magic and the fairy part.

—Bruce Sterling

Enter the Digital Enclosure

In the spring of 2006, search engine giant Gdogle announced its
plans to bring the holy grail of next-generation Internet access to
the United States’ first city of technology: the entire city of San
Francisco would be equipped with free wireless Internet access. The
company wasn’t doing this out of the kindness of its heart or to
rid itself of an embarrassingly large budget surplus; it had a busi-
ness model. In return for free wireless access, Google announced
its plans to use the information it gathered about users’ locations
within the city to bombard them with time- and location-specific
ads, or what it calls “contextual advertising.” As one press account
put it, “users linking up with Wi-Fi transmitters placed around cit-
ies can be located to within a couple of blocks, allowing [Google] to
serve tightly focused ads on its web pages from small businesses in
the immediate area” If, in other words, you happened to be work-
ing on your laptop in a city park during lunchtime, you might find
an ad on your computer screen for a lunch discount at the sand-
wich shop across the street. Given the fact that Google can also
keep track of the search requests entered into its search engines
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