GEOLOGY 300 - ENVIRONMENTAL GEOLOGY

(#14355)

Dr. G. Simila. gsimila@csun.edu    

Text: Intro. to Environmental Geology, E. Keller 
Office: 1226 Live Oak Hall    Phone: 677-3543

Office Hours: MW (10:30-11:00; 1400-15:00)
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is a study of both physical and environmental geology which involves: materials (minerals and rocks) and structure of the earth, origin and development of mountains, principles and processes of geology including erosion and sedimentation, plate tectonics - earthquakes - volcanoes, river flooding, beaches, and glacial activity, and environmental issues as pollution and global warming.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Our objectives are to investigate the Earth's dynamic processes, and its effects on our lives and the world's society.  We will study the environmental geological activities in our own "backyard" and southern California.  Your homework provides an opportunity to apply your enviro/geo-knowledge to understand your local and national enviro /geologic setting, and the integration of the concepts into your  major and professional career.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
l.
The exams will consist of essay questions, multiple choice, and completions based on lectures, reading assignments and visual presentations.  

2. 
MidTerm = 25%
Homework = 25% Final = 25%
Term Report = 25%
3.
Grading (plus/minus) Scale: A = 90+%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 50-69%, 

F = 0-49%.

COURSE CALENDAR:
WEEK 1 (Jan. 24-26)
Chapter 1: Philosophy and Fundamental Concepts

Chapter 4: Ecology and Geology

Chapter 19: Global Climate Change (+ Glaciation)

WEEK 2 (Jan. 31- Feb. 2)
Chapter 2: Internal Structure of Earth and Plate Tectonics

WEEK 3 (Feb. 7-9)
Chapter 3: Minerals and Rocks

Chapter 14: Mineral Resources

WEEK 4 (Feb. 14-16)

Chapter 5: Introduction to Natural Hazards

Chapter 6: Earthquakes and Related Phenomena

WEEK 5 (Feb. 21-23)

HOLIDAY

Chapter 7: Volcanic Activity

WEEK 6 (Feb. 28-Mar. 2)

Chapter 7: Volcanic Activity

Chapter 8: Rivers and Flooding

WEEK 7 (Mar. 7-9)

Chapter 9: Slope Processes, Landslides, and Subsidence

WEEK 8 (Mar. 14-16)

REVIEW

EXAM # 1

WEEK 9 (Mar. 21-23)

Chapter 10: Coastal Processes

WEEK 10 (Mar. 28-30)

Chapter 12: Water Resources

WEEK 11 (Apr. 4-6)

SPRING BREAK

WEEK 12 (Apr. 11-13)

Chapter 13: Water Pollution

WEEK 13 (Apr. 18-20)
Chapter 16: Soils and Environment

Chapter 15: Energy Resources

WEEK 14 (Apr. 25-27)
Chapter 17: Waste as a Resource: Waste Management

WEEK 15 (May 2-4)
Chapter 18: Air Pollution

WEEK 16 (May 9-11)
Chapter 20: Geology, Society, and the Future

REVIEW
WEEK 17 (May 16)
FINAL EXAM (12:45-2:45pm)

+ TERM REPORT due
NOTE: "The above schedule and procedures are subject to change in event of extenuating circumstances".  Please see catalog and schedule of classes for academic and administrative policies, especially with respect to dishonesty and plagiarism. 
