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Mrs. Ibarra’s First Grade Class 

Dear Parents, 

This year your child will complete some of the most difficult and rewarding milestones in his/her life— reading, writing, math, and social development.  I hope that this letter will help you to know what to expect in first grade this year and answer any questions you may have. 


Parent/Teacher Relationship
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I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success.  Throughout the year I will communicate with you through notes, telephone calls, daily behavior reports, weekly conduct reports, monthly progress reports, report cards, and parent-teacher conferences. Every week I will send home a newsletter that will inform you of the current unit we are working on. The letter will include the titles of the stories we will be reading as well as some home activities related to the unit that you and your child can enjoy doing together. I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at any time. You can call me at school or send me a note.


Parent Participation
Throughout the school year, there will be a variety of special classroom and school activities and celebrations. I encourage you to attend these functions when possible and to support them by sending needed supplies or treats. I also encourage you to volunteer your time in your child’s classroom. Extra hands and eyes are always welcomed and appreciated! I only ask that you let me know ahead of time when we can expect you. This can easily be done with a quick note or phone call. Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school.


School Attendance
Your child’s regular and punctual attendance at school is crucial to his/her success.  I can’t emphasize this point enough!!!  Quite a bit of our first grade activities are group oriented and involve interaction with classmates. Frequent absences and tardiness means your child will miss out on this vital interaction and development. Please view school as a priority, and see to it that your child attends everyday except in cases of illness or emergency. Remember that school begins at 7:50 a.m. everyday.


Homework
Homework is an extension of our learning activities and is designed to help your child practice necessary skills. It is also a wonderful opportunity for you to get involved in your child’s education. You should set aside time for your child to work when he/she can concentrate with no distractions. Look through your child's folder each day. There will be important notes, spelling lists, graded work and tests, and homework assignments. In their folder they will also have a behavior sheet to communicate your child's behavior daily. You may use the behavior sheet to make comments. Make sure the folder is returned daily.

In First Grade, we learn to read by using a variety of methods. One of the strategies that we use is learning high frequency words by sight. A weekly homework sheet will go home on Mondays with the spelling words (sight words) and homework assignments for the week. The sight words will correlate with the stories that we are currently reading. Your child will be tested over these words every Friday. It is important that you help your child study these words, not just for the test, but constantly revisit the words. Homework will be collected and due the day after it has been given.

Read to and with your child everyday for at lest 20 minutes. The more your child is exposed to language, the easier it will be for him/her to incorporate new skills in reading and writing in the classroom. Remember to record the story that your child read on your child's reading log and sign the sheet daily. 
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Discipline Plan
I use a color system as my classroom management plan.  Each color has a special meaning with the overall emphasis on promoting positive behavior. Listed below is the breakdown of each color and consequence:
 
Green
=Doing great! 

Yellow
=1st warning
Orange
=Benched for recess or lunch 
Red

=Note or phone call home 

Book Orders
Your child will be bringing home a form to order books about once a month.  If you wish to order, simply fill out the form and send the correct amount of money or a check made out to the book company in an envelope. These orders are provided as a convenient way for parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price. Of course, you are never under any obligation to order.


Birthdays
Birthdays are special occasions for young children. If your child wishes, he/she may bring treats for the class on the day of his/her birthday. Please send a note a day or two in advance, so I can give you an exact number of children in the class and set aside some class time for the party.


In closing, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to a great year working with you and your child helping him/her to reach his/her full potential. I would also like to suggest that you save this letter for future reference. Thank you in advance for your concern and support throughout the year! 


Sincerely, 

Mrs. Ibarra
