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1. Explain the birth of science and philosophy on the Ionian coast of Asia Minor in the fifth century B. C. What is the mythos to logos thesis?
2. Why is Thales recognized as the first philosopher-scientist?

3. Contrast the Milesian doctrine of Substance with the Pythagorean doctrine of Form, the Heraclitean doctrine of Flux with the Eleatic doctrine of Permanence.  How does the introduction of these doctrines in Pre-socratic philosophy relate to the mythos to logos thesis?
4. Explain one of Zeno’s arguments? What is the argument meant to prove?

5. Explain the difference between the pluralism of Empedocles and Democritus.

6. Explain the rise of the sophists in the 5th century B.C.  What did they teach?  What was their importance to the democratic polis of Athens?
7. Explain the “Two Views of Athens” extracted from Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War. What is the relevance of Thucydides’ History for understanding the trial and execution of Socrates?
8. Explain the relevance of Thucydides’ History in relation to the mythos to logos thesis.
9. Explain the difference between rhetoric and dialectic.  What are Socrates’ objections to the art of rhetoric? 

10. From the Euthyphro, explain Socrates’ use of the dialectic method.  
11. What are Socrates’ arguments against Euthyphro’s attempts to define piety?  Was Socrates successful in refuting his definitions?
12. From the Apology, how does Socrates explain the origin of his philosophical activity?  Does this present a conflict for his argument advanced in the Crito regarding his obligation to the State?

13. What are Socrates’ arguments against the charges of corruption of the youth and atheism?

14. What is Socratic ignorance?  In your view, is Socrates sincere in his claims to lack knowledge and wisdom?
15. In Plato’s Crito, how does Socrates respond to Crito's arguments that he should escape from prison?  

16. In Plato's Phaedo does Socrates/Plato make a convincing argument that the genuine philosopher is better prepared to accept death than the non-philosopher?

17.  What view does Plato take on the question of suicide in the Phaedo?  If this view expressed here is an accurate presentation of Socrates; view, would it explain his behavior in the Apology?

18.  Why does Socrates/Plato believe that the body is a hindrance to the pursuit of wisdom?  

19. What is the soul? Explain how this term is used in Plato’s Phaedo.

20.  Explain one of Plato's arguments for the immortality of the soul in the Phaedo? Do you think the argument is successful? Why or why not?

21. What is Plato's theory of recollection? Explain in connection to the argument for immortality in Phaedo.
22. Explain Plato’s theory of the Forms in the Phaedo.  Give examples of Forms.
23. Explain the relevance of the Pythagorean doctrine of Form to Plato’s theory of Forms. How does Plato extend the Pythagorean notion to include the Socratic quest for universal definitions? 

Essay topics:

1) Plato’s theory of Forms and the argument for immortality in Phaedo.

2) Socrates vs. the sophists: Dialectic and Rhetoric
