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February 3 Homework Assignment
1.
Reread the discussion in chapter two of the text that generally concludes that there is no foreseeable limit to the amount of fossil fuel reserves available to us.  (The main problem with conventional resources envisioned by the text is the environmental pollution that extensive use of these resources will cause.)  Find two journal articles that take the opposite point of view – that we are soon to have a peak in the production of oil (and possibly gas).  Write a brief paper (500 to 750 words) discussing points of view and stating the conclusions of your analysis.  There is no correct answer; you can agree with either point of view or come to the conclusion that there is not enough evidence for you to reach a conclusion.  However, you paper should justify your conclusion (or lack of one).  Submit your paper as a hard copy and an electronic file (by email to lcaretto@csun.edu); all papers will be shared with the class.
2.
Find two separate analyses of the total amount of coal resources (not reserves) available in the world.  Express your answer in terms of both the material amount (e.g., tons) and the energy available (e.g., quads).  Submit the references for your answers.
3.
Review the table on worldwide resources (Table 9.2 on page 412 of the text) and answer the following questions:
(a)
What is the difference between the total flux column and the net stored energy column?

(b)
Why do some rows have an entry in both columns and others have an entry in only one column?

(c)
What does the flux-column entry mean for fossil fuels?  (I cannot figure that out and I hope that one of you can!)
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