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EDUCATION 

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Political Science (Ph.D., 2000) 
University of Oregon, International Studies (M.A., 1989)  
University of Oregon, Asian Studies (M.A., 1989)  
Nanzan University, Japan, American Studies (B.A., 1986)  
Bowling Green State University, Ethnic Studies (Exchange program, 1984-1985)  

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Professor (2005-date).  Department of Political Science.  California State 
University, Northridge 

Research Fellow (2003-2004). Center for the Study of Democracy, University of 
California, Irvine 

Visiting Assistant Professor (2001-2002). Department of Political Science, University of 
California, Irvine 

Visiting Scholar (2000-2001).  Department of Political Science, University of California, 
San Diego 

Lecturer (2001).  Department of Political Science, University of California, Irvine 

Lecturer (2000-2001).  Department of Political Science, University of San Diego 

Lecturer (Summer 2000). Department of Political Science, University of Hawai‘i at 
Manoa 

Researcher (1999-2000). United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
Egypt (External Relations) 

Affiliated researcher (1997). Graduate School of Political-Economic Planning, University 
of Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan (at the invitation of Dr. Haruhiro Fukui) 
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Affiliated researcher (1997). Center for Vietnamese and Intercultural Studies, Hanoi 
National University, Hanoi, Vietnam (at the invitation of Professor Phan Huy Le) 

Instructor  (1989-1998).  Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures, 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 

Instructor  (Summer 1990).  Special Program for the Enhancement of Basic Education 
(SPEBE), sponsored by the Hawai‘i Department of Education and the Center of 
Japanese Studies, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 

Graduate Teaching Fellowship  (1987-1989).  Asian Studies, University of Oregon 

COURSES TAUGHT 

Japanese Politics (California State University, Northridge) 
Graduate Seminar: International Relations Theory (CSUN) 
Comparative Politics (CSUN, University of California, Irvine) 
Democracy in Asia (UCI) 
Globalization and Grassroots Movements (UCI) 
Politics of Development (CSUN) 
Technology and World Politics (UCI) 
Southeast Asian Politics (UCI, University of San Diego) 
World Politics (University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, USD) 
American Politics (CSUN) 
Undergraduate Independent Study: Chinese Environmental Politics (CSUN) 
Graduate Independent Study: Comparative Politics; Democracy and Democratization 
(CSUN) 

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

California State University Northridge, Competition for Research, Scholarship, and 
Creative Activity (2009-10) 

California State University Northridge, Faculty Summer Research Support Competition 
(2009) 

California State University Northridge, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Research Competition (2008-9) 

California State University Northridge, Faculty Summer Research Support Competition 
(2008) 
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California State University Northridge, Faculty Summer Research Support Competition 
(2007) 

California State University Northridge, Competition for Research, Scholarship, and 
Creative Activity (2006-7)   

California State University Northridge, Faculty Summer Research Support Competition 
(2006).  

University of Tokyo Institute of Social Science/Oxford University Press Prize (2005). For 
best paper published in Social Science Japan Journal in 2004 (for “Beached Whales: 
Examining Japan’s Rejection of an International Norm”) 

California State University Northridge, Competition for Research, Scholarship and 
Creative Activity (2005-6)   

California State University Northridge, Faculty Summer Research Support Competition 
(2005)  

Matsushita International Foundation Research Grant, Panasonic (2001-2002).  Post-
doctoral research grant for a study on “Technology and Citizens’ Participation in East 
Asia” 

Matsushita International Foundation Research Grant, Panasonic (2000-2001).  Post-
doctoral research grant for a study on “NGOs in East Asia:  Challenges to State 
Authority” 

International Studies Association Travel Grant (1999)  

Werner Levi Award (1996).  Department of Political Science Research Grant, University 
of Hawai‘i at Manoa 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Sato, Y. & Hirata, K. (Eds.). (2008). Norms, interests, and power in Japanese foreign 
policy.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Hirata, K. (2002). Civil society in Japan: The growing role of NGOs in Tokyo's aid and 
development policy.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Refereed Journal Articles 

Hirata, K. (2008).  Who shapes the national security debate?: Divergent interpretations of 
Japan's security role.  Asian Affairs: An American Review, 35, 3, 123-151 (Fall 2008 
special issue).  
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Hirata, K. (2005).  Why Japan supports whaling. Journal of International Wildlife Law & 
Policy, 8, 1-21. 

Hirata, K. (2004).  Civil society and Japan’s dysfunctional democracy.  Journal of 
Developing Societies, 20(1-2), 107-124. 

Hirata, K. (2004).  Beached whales: Examining Japan's rejection of an international 
norm, Social Science Japan Journal, 7(2), 177-197. 

 [Published in Japanese as: Hirata, K. (2006). Hogei mondai: Nihon seifu ni yoru 
kokusai kihan kyohi no kousatsu. University of Tokyo Shakai Kagaku Kenkyu (Social 
Sciences Research), 57(2), 162-190. Translator: Yukiko Yamazaki] 

Hirata, K. (2002). Whither the developmental state?  The growing role of NGOs in 
pluralizing Japanese aid policy making, Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis, 
4(3), 165-188. 

Hirata, K. (1998).  New challenges to Japan's aid: An analysis of aid policy-making, 
Pacific Affairs, 71(3), 311-334.  

Hirata, K. (1998).  Japan as a reactive state?:  Analyzing the case of Japan-Vietnam 
relations, Japanese Studies,18(2), 135-152. 

Hirata, K. (1998). The Cambodian crisis and the limits of international intervention.  
Selected Papers in Asian Studies Journal, 1(1), 92-103. 

Book Chapters 

Hirata, K. (in press). Nihon anzen hosho seisaku ni kansuru kokunai iken [Domestic 
opinions on Japanese security policy].  In Hara, K (Ed.), Zaigai Nihonjin kenkyusha 
ga mita Nihon gaiko [Japanese foreign policy through the eyes of overseas Japanese 
scholars].  Tokyo: Fujiwara Shoten. 

Sato, Y & Hirata, K. (2008).  Introduction: Constructivism, rationalism, 
and the study of norms in Japanese foreign policy. In Sato, Y. & Hirata, K. (Eds.), 
Norms, interests, and power in Japanese foreign policy (pp. 3-17). New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Hirata, K. (2008). International norms and civil society: New influences on Japanese 
security policy. In Sato, Y. & Hirata, K. (Eds.), Norms, interests, and power in 
Japanese foreign policy (pp. 47-70). New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Hirata, K. (2008).  Japan’s whaling politics. In Sato, Y. & Hirata, K. (Eds.), Norms, 
interests, and power in Japanese foreign policy (pp. 175-209). New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

Hirata, K. (2008).  Conclusion. In Sato, Y. & Hirata, K. (Eds.), Norms, interests, and 
power in Japanese foreign policy (pp. 235-250). New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
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Hirata, K. (2008). Japan's whaling policy: Rejection of an international norm. In Itoh, H. 
(Ed.), The impact of globalization on Japan’s public policy: How the government is 
reshaping Japan’s role in the world (pp. 91-131). Buffalo, NY & Wales, UK: The 
Edwin Mellen Press. 

Hirata, K. (2004).  Indoshina ni okeru Nihon no gaiko: Jishu-gaiko no tsuikyu to sono 
genkai [Japan’s role in Indochina: The challenges of pursuing an independent policy].  
In A. Miyashita and Y. Sato and (Eds.) Kan-Taiheiyo ni okeru Nihon no gaiko 
[Japan’s foreign policy in Asia and the Pacific](pp. 15-52). Tokyo: Minerva Shobo. 

Hirata, K. (2003). Nihon no gaiko [Japanese foreign policy].  In H. Hirono and M. Kohno 
(Eds.) Akusesu Nihon seijiron [Access to Japanese political theory] (pp. 236-258).  
Tokyo: Nihon Keizai Hyoron-sha [also published in Korean translation]. 

Hirata, K. (2001).  Cautious proactivism and reluctant reactivism: Analyzing Japan’s 
foreign policy toward Indochina.  In A. Miyashita and Y. Sato (Eds.) Japan’s foreign 
policy in Asia and the Pacific: Domestic interests, American pressure, and regional 
integration (pp. 75-101).  New York: St. Martin’s Press. 

Hirata, K. (2001).  Reaction and Action:  Analyzing Japan’s relations with the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam.  In S. Y. Maswood (Ed.) Regionalism and Japan: The bases of 
trust and leadership (pp. 90-117).  New York: Routledge. 

Book Reviews 

Hirata, K. (2008). A review of Japan’s dual civil society: Members without advocates, by 
Robert Pekkanen. Perspectives on Politics, 6 (1), 191-192. 

Hirata, K. (2005).  A review of The State of civil society in Japan, edited by F. J. 
Schwartz and S. J. Pharr.  The Journal of Japanese Studies, 31(2), 419-422. 

Proceedings and Working Papers 

Hirata, K. (1996).  Proceed with Caution:  Japan's On-Again Off-Again Aid to Vietnam 
and Cambodia. In A. Shonle, M. Edaki, & Liam Kelley (eds.), Proceedings of the 5th 
Annual East-West Center Conference (p. 166-171).  Honolulu, HI: East-West Center 

Hirata, K. (1993).  Humanitarian Assistance to Cambodia, 1979-1993.  Working Paper 
Series, vol. 2, no. 4.  Cambodian Studies Committee, Center for Southeast Asian 
Studies, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 
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Invited Essays 

Hirata, Keiko. “Japanese Anthem Controversy Reflects Broader Cultural Battle over 
Nation’s Past.” JURIST: Legal News & Research, University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law, April 4, 2009, http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/hotline/2009/04/japanese-anthem-
controversy-reflects.php. 

Hirata, K. (2007).  Zaibei nipponjin no nippon-ko [Perspectives on Japan by Japanese in 
the U.S.], Elneos, October, 88-89 [reprinted as: Hirata, K. (2007). Nihonjin gakusei 
no seiheki [Characteristics of overseas Japanese students], Japan Journal, 14 (12), 6]. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 

Hirata, K. (2009, February). Politics of Contention: The U.S.-Japan Alliance and 
Japanese Security Debates. Paper presented at the International Studies Association 
(ISA) Annual Convention, New York (panel on Japan’s foreign policy) 

Hirata, K. (2008, March). Who Shapes the National Security Debate?: Divergent 
Interpretations of Japan's Security Role.  Paper presented at the International Studies 
Association (ISA) Annual Convention, San Francisco, California (panel on Japan’s 
security policy) 

Hirata, K. (2007, March). Questioning Pacifism: Collective Identity and Security Policy 
in Japan. Paper presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) Annual 
Convention, Chicago, Illinois  

Hirata, K. (2002, March). Global Norms and Civil Society: New Influences on Japanese 
Security Policy. Paper presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) 
Annual Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana (panel on norms and Japanese foreign 
policy). 

Warschauer, M. and Hirata, K. (2001, February).  Falling through the Net:  Technology 
and Inequality in Egypt. Paper presented at the International Studies Association 
(ISA) Annual Convention, Chicago, Illinois 

Hirata, K. (2000, March). The End of Mercantilism?: The State, the Private Sector, and 
NGOs in Japanese Aid Cooperation.  Paper presented at the International Studies 
Association (ISA) Annual Convention, Los Angeles, California 

Hirata, K. (2000, March).  Cautious Proactivism and Reluctant Reactivism: Analyzing 
Japan’s Foreign Policy toward Indochina.  Paper presented at the International 
Studies Association (ISA) Annual Convention, Los Angeles, California (panel on 
Japanese foreign policy and US-Japan relations) 

Hirata, K. (1998, September). Globalization and Civil Society:  The Evolving Role of 
Japanese NGOs.  Paper presented at the American Political Science Association 
(APSA) Annual Conference, Boston, Massachusetts 
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Hirata, K. (1998, March). Development in Indochina:  Contention and Compromise.  
Paper presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) Annual Convention, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Hirata, K. (1997, November).  Rethinking Japanese Foreign Policy:  A Case Study of 
Japan-Vietnam Relations from 1973 to 1997.  Paper presented at the Stanford 
Graduate Conference on Japanese Politics, Stanford University, Stanford, California 

Hirata, K. (1997, October).  The Cambodian Crisis and the Limits of International 
Intervention.  Paper presented at the Western Conference of the Association for Asian 
Studies (WCAAS), Boulder, Colorado 

Hirata, K. (1997, June).  Japan's Aid to Vietnam and Cambodia:  An Analysis of the 
Decision-making Process.  Paper presented at the Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast 
(ASPAC), Pacific Grove, California 

Hirata, K. (1997, June).  The Decision-making Process of Japan's Foreign Aid to Vietnam 
and Cambodia:  New Challenges towards the 21st Century.  Paper presented at the 
Third ASEAN Inter-University Seminar on Social Development, Pekanbaru, 
Indonesia 

Hirata, K. (1996, February).  Proceed with Caution:  Japan's On-Again Off-Again Aid to 
Vietnam and Cambodia.  Paper presented at the Fifth Annual East-West Center 
Participant Conference, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 

Discussant. (1996, April). Fifth International Philippine Studies Conference. Panel:  
Japan's Development Assistance to the Philippines.  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 

INVITED LECTURES 

Hirata, K. (2004, February). Civil Society in Japan: Grassroots Movements as a 
Democratic Force.  University of British Columbia 

Hirata, K. (2001, November).  Bureaucrats and Rebels: New Social Forces in Japan’s 
Post-Developmental State. University of California, Irvine 

Hirata, K. (1998, March).  U.S.-Japan Relations.  Kansai Gaidai Hawaii College, 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 

Hirata, K. (1997, September).  Career Opportunities in Asian Studies. Kansai Gaidai 
Hawaii College, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 

Hirata, K. (1997, January).  Japanese Foreign Policy in Vietnam and Cambodia.  
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia 

Hirata, K. (1995, April).  The Evolution of Japan's ODA Policy:  From the Fifties to the 
Nineties.  Paper presented at the East-West Center Monday Noon Seminar Lecture 
Series, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 
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ACADEMIC SERVICE 

University Service 

Graduate Program Committee (Fall 2008-Spring 2009). Department of Political Science, 
California State University, Northridge  

Assessment Committee (Fall 2008-Spring 2009). Department of Political Science, 
California State University, Northridge 

Search and Screen Committee (Fall 2007-Spring 2008). Department of Political Science, 
California State University, Northridge  

Graduate Program Committee (Fall 2007-Spring 2008). Department of Political Science, 
California State University, Northridge  

Graduate Program Fact-Finding Committee (Fall 2007-Spring 2008). Department of 
Political Science, California State University, Northridge  

Working Group on Japanese Studies/Japan Institute, California State University, 
Northridge (Fall 2007-present)  

Asian Studies Committee for the Western Conference of Association for Asian Studies 
(WCAAS), California State University, Northridge (Fall 2007-present)  

Preeminent Scholarly Publication Award Committee (Spring 2007). California State 
University, Northridge 

Presidential Scholar Selection Committee (Fall 2006). California State University, 
Northridge 

Assessment Committee (Fall 2006-Spring 2007). Department of Political Science, 
California State University, Northridge 

Search/Hiring Committee (Fall 1997).  Department of Political Science, University of 
Hawai‘i at Manoa 

Textbook Implementation Committee (Fall 1995-Spring 1996). Department of East Asian 
Languages and Literatures, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. 

Course Coordinator (Fall 1992-Fall 1995).  Department of East Asian Languages and 
Literatures, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. 

Editorial Service 

Reviewer, European Political Science Review (Spring 2008) 

Reviewer, Foreign Policy Analysis (Spring 2008) 
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Reviewer, Social Science Japan Journal (Summer 2007) 

Reviewer, Global Environmental Politics (Summer 2007) 

Reviewer, Pacific Affairs (Fall 2005) 

Reviewer, International Relations of the Asia-Pacific (Fall 2004) 

Reviewer, Palgrave Macmillan (Fall 2003) 

Reviewer, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers (Fall 2002) 

Reviewer, State University of New York Press (Spring 2000) 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIPS 

American Political Science Association (APSA) 

International Studies Association (ISA) 

Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) 

LANGUAGES 

Japanese and English:  Fluent 

Prior study (and some basic knowledge) of Mandarin, Cambodian, Vietnamese, Arabic, 
French, and Spanish 

 


