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California State University, Northridge
Fall 2008
English 651: Rhetorical Theory and Composition


Instructor: Ian Barnard <http://www.csun.edu/~ib5991>
Office Hours in ST 834: W 3:30-5:30 p.m., and by appointment
Email Office Hours: ian.barnard@csun.edu


Welcome!  This is a graduate-level introduction to the exciting, growing, and rapidly changing field(s) of rhetoric and composition theory.  The seminar is the required core course for English M.A. students in the Rhetoric and Composition Theory option; students in other options and disciplines who want to know what all the buzz is about are also welcome to enroll.  Note that this course is not a composition practicum (i.e., a course about how to teach writing)--English 600A serves that function.

As Victor Vitanza says, there are multiple ways to unfold the discipline of Rhetoric and Composition.  Our necessarily selective reading list will 1) engage with current debates in composition studies, historicizing these debates in the contexts of the emergence of the discipline; and 2) investigate the relationships among rhetoric, ideology, hegemony, and the politics of culture. Class discussions will focus on extrapolating the political stakes in and ramifications of these histories and theories, situating them within a global context amidst discourses of war and terrorism, and the material conditions of power and resistance.  The course will include examination of composition in the K-12 classroom and engagement with topical issues around literacy and pedagogy via the National Council of Teachers of English INBOX.  

All class meetings will be discussion-centered.  Few lectures; no tests or exams.  Course work focuses on reading, writing, and discussion.


Required Texts (unless otherwise noted, texts are available at the Matador Bookstore):

Rhetoric:
Anzaldúa, Gloria E.  Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza.  (2nd ed.)
Aristotle.  On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse.  (2nd ed.  OUP)
Butler, Judith.  Precarious Life: The Power of Mourning and Violence.
Said, Edward W.  Orientalism.
Williams, Patricia J.  Alchemy of Race and Rights.  

Composition Theory:
Dean, Deborah.  Strategic Writing: The Writing Process and Beyond in the Secondary English 	Classroom.
Devitt, Amy.  “Generalizing About Genre: New Conceptions of an Old Concept.” (On WebCT.)
Horner, Bruce.  Terms of Work for Composition: A Materialist Critique.
Lindemann, Erika, and Gary Tate, eds.  An Introduction to Composition Studies.
Naffziger, Sandra. “From Application to Synthesis: Challenging the Service Ethos of Writing 	in the Disciplines.” (On WebCT.)
Rallin, Aneil.  “Dreads and Open Mouths: On Writing/Teaching.” (On WebCT.)

See List of Other Resources on WebCT

Course Requirements (see Grade Criteria on WebCT):
Weekly reading of the NCTE INBOX 
	Facilitate one discussion of the NCTE INBOX
	Facilitate one whole-class workshop
	Regular attendance at seminar meetings, including online meetings if applicable
	Careful and critical reading of all assigned texts
Vigorous participation in class discussions, including whole-class workshops
	In-class writing
	6 WebCT Discussion Posts
Final project (includes workshop, and posting draft and revision on WebCT)

NCTE INBOX:
All class members are required to subscribe online to or read online the weekly NCTE INBOX (a new issue is published each Tuesday).  Go to <http://www.ncte.org>, click “INBOX” in the “quick links” box..  The goal of this activity is to initiate seminar participants into the professional discourse communities in English Studies and the field of Rhetoric and Composition.  I don’t expect you to read every article in each INBOX; rather, you should skim each INBOX and read selected articles that interest you.

Facilitation of NCTE INBOX Discussion:
One seminar participant will lead each INBOX discussion.  Each discussion should last about 15 minutes.  The facilitator should ask questions or make brief comments related to the previous week’s INBOX in order to generate discussion.  The facilitator should not give a lecture!  The purpose of these discussions is to enable class members to engage with current professional concerns in English studies and in the fields of Rhetoric and Composition, and to hear what others in the class are thinking about these topics; they also give seminar members practice in facilitating a whole-class discussion effectively.

WebCT Discussion Posts:
The WebCT Discussion Posts, consisting of Position Papers and Responses, are designed to enable you to prepare for class discussions by reflecting on and writing about course readings, getting a sense of how your colleagues are responding to the readings, dialoging with other class members about the readings, and getting feedback on your ideas and writing.  The posts also help me to prepare for class meetings by indicating what seminar participants find interesting, difficult, or problematic about the readings.  In awarding credit for Discussion Posts, I’ll use the guidelines listed below and the following three criteria: level of engagement with the reading and with colleagues’ responses; insightfulness of comments and questions; quality of writing. We will discuss sample Discussion Posts in class in order to help you to improve and evaluate your posts.  

Position Papers
	may be informal, but should be thought-out and revised

don’t have to be authoritative; may reflect your ambiguities, ask questions, or identify problems you have with the texts
	should be focused and specific, rather than general and impressionistic
	should not summarize the readings
should each be about 500 words

Responses to Colleagues’ Position Papers/Responses
	should be thoughtful and substantial

should each be at least a paragraph long

To Post:
a) Log on to the class web page at <https://webteach.csun.edu>
b) Click the “Post Assignments” button on the left of the page

You may use the “Main” discussion heading any time during the semester (anonymously if you wish) to discuss issues related to the course, pose questions, refer class members to other resources, reflect on readings and class discussions, etc.  Note that WebCT email is sent to your CSUN email account.  If you don’t check this account, be sure to forward your CSUN email.

	Discussion Post #1: Position Paper on assigned reading from Butler due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/6; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Positions Papers and/or Responses due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/7.
	Discussion Post #2: Position Paper on assigned reading from Aristotle due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/20; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers and/or Responses due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/21.

	Discussion Post #3:  Position Paper: In their definition of rhetoric, Covino and Jolliffe note that the “rhetorizing of academic subjects that were once regarded as objective, and whose scholars regarded themselves as disinterested, comes along with the postmodern recognition that all discourse serves to advance certain interests, certain versions of the truth and facts that serve individual and institutional biases and motives.  One of the projects of rhetoric has become the investigation of how such biases and motives are inscribed into academic and scholarly discourses.”  Given this definition, how might you read Patricia Williams’ Alchemy of Race and Rights as an example of rhetorical theory?  Due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/27; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers and/or Responses due by 11:59 p.m. on 9/28 .

	Discussion Post #4: Position Paper on assigned reading from Anzaldúa due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/11; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers and/or Responses due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/12.

	Discussion Post #5: Position Paper on one or more of the assigned chapters/article due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/25; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers and/or Responses due by 11:59 p.m. on 10/26.

	Discussion Post #6: Position Paper on assigned reading by Horner due by 11:59 p.m. on 11/8; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers due by 11:59 p.m. on 11/9.
	Discussion Post #7: Position Paper on any INBOX issue or article we have read (about)  this semester due by 11:59 p.m. on  12/6; Responses to at least two colleagues’ Position Papers due by 11:59 p.m. on 12/7.



Final Project (about 10 pages):
Develop a 10 page critical scholarly paper on one of the class readings, or an issue addressed in one of the readings, or on a topic that you trace in several of the class readings.  Your focus should be on the class texts.  Your paper may be an expansion/revision of one (or more) of your WebCT Discussion Posts.  Your paper should engage with your primary texts (i.e., the texts we have read together) as well as with outside scholarly sources.  Cite sources following MLA format and conclude your paper with a list of Works Cited following MLA format.  You may direct your paper a) to members of the class or b) to a more general academic readership or c) to an audience at a panel at a scholarly conference.  You should indicate who your target audience is.  Since your paper will be posted online, you may include links and digital materials (in the cases of a or b) or presentation aids (in the case of c). 
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Tentative Schedule

Week 1, 8/25/08:
Introduction to course
Discussion of syllabus
(Un)Definitions: What is Rhetoric?
Reading and discussion of Covino and Jolliffe, “What is Rhetoric?” (handout)
Draw dates for NCTE INBOX discussion facilitations

Week 2, 9/1/08:
Holiday—no class

WebCT Discussion Post #1 due

Week 3, 9/8/08:
Reading due: Grade Criteria (on WebCT)
Reading due: Butler
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX

Week 4, 9/15/08:
Reading due: Aristotle ix-110 (if you’re pressed for time, omit Book 1, Chapters 4-6)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Discuss sample WebCT Discussion Posts

WebCT Discussion Post #2 due

Week 5, 9/22/08:
Reading due: Aristotle 111-250
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX

WebCT Discussion Post #3 due

Week 6, 9/29/08:
Reading due: Williams (if you’re pressed for time, omit Chapters 4, 7, 9, and 10)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discus NCTE INBOX

Week 7, 10/6/08:
Reading due: Said
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX

WebCT Discussion Post #4 due
Week 8, 10/13/08:
Reading due: Anzaldúa
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Mid-semester evaluations of course

Week 9, 10/20/08:
Reading due: Lindemann and Tate v-93
Reading due: Naffziger (on WebCT)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Discuss mid-semester evaluations

WebCT Discussion Post #5 due

Week 10, 10/27/08:
Reading due: Lindemann and Tate 94-182
Reading due: Devitt (on WebCT)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Special guest: Professor Irene Clark, Ph.D.

Week 11, 11/3/08:
Reading due: Dean
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Discuss final project
In-class writing

WebCT Discussion Post #6 due

Week 12, 11/10/08:
Reading due: Horner ix-72
Reading due: TBA (on WebCT)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Special guest: Professor Pamela Bourgeois, Ph.D.
Draw workshop dates; sign-up to facilitate a workshop
Discuss topics for final project

Week 13, 11/17/08:
Reading due: Horner 73-103 and 209-61
Reading due: Rallin (on WebCT)
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Special guest Professor Aneil Rallin, Ph.D.
Discuss workshop protocol
Discuss progress on final project

If you have a workshop on 11/24, post your draft on WebCT by 11:59 p.m. on 11/21

Week 14, 11/24/08:
Reading due: workshop drafts
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Whole-class workshops (bring a laptop or print out the workshop drafts)

If you have a workshop on 12/1, post your draft on WebCT by 11:59 p.m. on 11/28

Week 15, 12/1/08:
Reading due: workshop drafts
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Whole-class workshops (bring a laptop or print out the workshop drafts)

WebCT Discussion Post #7 due
If you have a workshop on 12/8, post your draft on WebCT by 11:59 p.m. on 12/5

Week 16, 12/8/08:
Reading due: workshop drafts
Reading due: NCTE INBOX
Discuss NCTE INBOX
Whole-class workshops (bring a laptop or print out the workshop drafts)
Course synthesis/rupture
Coffee and desserts?

(Finals) 12/15/08: 
Post revision of Final Project as an attachment on WebCT by 11:59 p.m.
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