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Instructor: Ian Barnard, Ph.D.  
Office Hours in ST 834: M 3:30-4:30 p.m., W 2-3 p.m., and by   

appointment 
Email Office Hours: ian.barnard@csun.edu 
 

 

 

Course Description: 
This is a graduate seminar for TA candidates.  It focuses on 
theoretical and pedagogical issues that impact the teaching of 
writing at the college level.  We will review current studies in 
rhetoric, composition, and literacy, and also attend to the 
specifics of the CSUN "Stretch" composition curriculum in 
preparation for your Fall 2013 teaching assignment.   I am 
also hoping to be piloting a mentor program.  As part of the 
program, you will be assigned a mentor--an experienced 
composition instructor--who will serve as additional support 
for you during your first year as a Teaching Associate. 
 
 
Disability Information: 
Please see me early in the semester if you have a documented 
disability, so that we can discuss what accommodations, if 
any, I might make to help you to succeed in this class. 

 
 

http://www.csun.edu/~ib5991
mailto:ian.barnard@csun.edu
http://www.csun.edu/
http://blogs.csun.edu/ugs/stretch/
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Required Texts (* = on reserve in the Oviatt library): 

  
 * 

*  

In addition to these texts, I will post readings and links on Moodle, and you'll be reading drafts of your colleagues' work. 
 
 

Course Requirements (you will earn a holistic grade at the end of the semester based on how well you complete the 
following course requirements): 
 

Class Attendance and 
Participation 

I expect you to attend all seminar meetings, read/view all assigned texts carefully and critically 
ahead of time, and participate vigorously in whole-class and small-group discussions.  Seminar 
meetings are discussion-based.  I will not spend much time lecturing, since I do not believe in a one-
way transmission of knowledge from instructor to students.  We all learn and teach in this course.  
You should address your comments and question to your colleagues as much as to me.   
 
If you miss more than two class meetings or are not prepared for class, your final course grade will 
be adversely affected.  Arriving to class late or leaving early counts as half an absence.   
  

Collaborative 
Presentation 

You and a classmate will give a collaborative presentation on one of the texts listed in The Bedford 
Bibliography for Teachers of Writing (7th ed.).  You and your partner will select a text that looks 
interesting to you or that addresses a subject you want to learn more about.  You'll need to read the 

http://moodle.csun.edu/


 3 

text carefully, research other related materials if appropriate, and work together on developing 
your presentation.  You want to give an interesting presentation on your selected text.  Although 
other class members will not have read your chosen text, don't devote  your presentation to merely 
summarizing the text--this is boring!  You'll need to give some summary of the text, but spend the 
bulk of your time focusing on what you find interesting or problematic or potentially valuable about 
it.  Your presentation should include an interactive component where you involve other class 
members in discussion or some other activity about an issue raised in your text or about a 
particular passage in the text. The entire presentation (including interactive components) should 
last no longer than 20 minutes.  I will evaluate your presentation based on how well you and your 
co-presenter work together (you need to present collaboratively, not give two independent mini-
presentations), how insightfully you discuss your chosen text, the effectiveness of your interaction 
with class members, and your ability to stay within the time limit.  This assignment is designed to 
encourage you to do independent research in the teaching of writing to build a foundation for 
teacher-research in your ongoing teaching career, to build your  specialized knowledge of 
scholarship in the teaching of writing, and to enable you to practice presenting material effectively 
to a class and working collaboratively. 
 

Moodle Posts You will complete four or five Moodle Posts that consist of your reflection on a particular reading or 
other assignment, as well as responses to colleagues' Moodle Posts.  Since these assignments are 
designed to help you to develop your own positions in relation to the course readings and to 
prepare for class meetings, I do not accept late Moodle Posts.  I will post specific prompts and 
deadlines for each Moodle Post on Moodle. 
 

In-Class Writing and 
Other Assignments 

Seminar work will include several in-class writing activities as well as other smaller assignments.  
In-class writing will model some composition class activities that you might want to use with your 
own students.  Since in-class writing assignments are also designed to generate immediate class 
discussion, I do not accept late or make-up in-class writing assignments. 
 

Observations You will observe two CSUN "Stretch" composition classes (one taught by a lecturer, one taught by a 
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TA) between 3/26 and 4/6.  I will give you a list of faculty members who are willing to be observed, 
and we will discuss observation protocols in class.  In addition, you will reflect on your observations 
for one of the Moodle Posts.  
 

Syllabus and Rationale For the culminating assignment of the seminar, you'll individually or collaboratively develop your 
English114A syllabus for Fall 2013 plus a theoretically-informed rationale for your syllabus.  Your 
syllabus doesn't need to have every single detail of your proposed English 114A course worked out, 
but should be something that is ready for your students to see on the first day of class.  Your 
rationale (about five pages) should refer to English 600A class readings and other materials you 
find appropriate, including readings from The Bedford Bibliography for Teachers of Writing and 
other research you have done.  Include a list of Works Cited following MLA format.  Obviously you 
cannot explain every component of your syllabus in the five page rationale, so you will need to focus 
on the bigger picture and decide which are the most important and/or interesting aspects of your 
syllabus that you’d like to discuss, or which aspects of the syllabus others might have questions 
about.  Everyone teaches the course differently—your rationale is your opportunity to explain why 
you do things the way you do.  Your target readers are the members of our seminar.  Since you will 
be posting your syllabus and rationale (or a link to them) on Moodle, feel free to include links, 
images, and other digital materials. 
 

Whole-Class Workshops Each seminar participant has the opportunity to receive feedback on a draft of her syllabus and 
rationale in a whole-class workshop.  Each class member will also facilitate a colleague's whole-
class workshop.  In order to receive full credit for the workshops, you need to post your draft on 
time, be present and follow the guidelines for your own workshop, read colleagues' drafts before 
class, effectively facilitate a colleague's workshop, and make productive contributions to other 
classmates' workshops.  The workshops are designed to give you feedback on your work-in-
progress, to foster contextualized discussions of the class you will be teaching in the Fall, and to 
model strategies for working on the writing process with your own students.  We will discuss the 
workshop protocol in class. 
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Tentative Schedule 
 

readings marked * are online or on Moodle 
 

Date: In-Class Activities/Topics: Assignments for Next Time: 

1/28/13  introduction to the course 
 discussion of readings: Lustig, "The University 

Besieged" *; Rose, "Remediation at a Crossroads" * 
 watch and discuss "The Machine is Us/ing Us" * 
 introduction to Rose, Lives on the Boundary 
 

 read Rose, Lives on the Boundary 

2/4/13  discuss Rose, Lives on the Boundary 
 in-class writing 
 introduction to McComiskey, Teaching Composition 

as a Social Process 
 discuss upcoming Moodle posts 
 

 read McComiskey, Teaching Composition as a Social 
Process 1-67 

 Moodle Post #1 due 

2/11/13  discuss reading and Moodle posts 
 introduction to The Bedford Bibliography for  

Teachers of Writing 

 read McComiskey, Teaching Composition as a Social 
Process 69-138 

 browse through The Bedford Bibliography for 
Teachers of Writing (7th ed.); select three sections 
you might want to present a text from 

 

2/18/13  discuss reading 
 discuss collaborative presentations 
 assign collaborative presentation topics and groups 
 draw presentation dates 
 

 prepare presentations 
 reading: "A Brief History of Rhetoric and 

Composition" (in The Bedford Bibliography for 
Teachers of Writing) 
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2/25/13  collaborative presentations 
 discuss reading 
 

 prepare presentations 
 reading: TBA 

3/4/13  collaborative presentations 
 discuss reading 

 prepare presentations 
 read Jensen, “Old Questions, New Media; Theorizing 

Writing in a Digital Age” * 
 

3/11/13  collaborative presentations 
 discuss reading 
 introduction to readings for next time 

 read materials on the CSUN "Stretch" composition 
curriculum * 

 read Armstrong, "Small World: Crafting an Inclusive 
Classroom (No Matter What You Teach)" * 

 read Berg, et al, "Breaking the Silence: Sexual 
Preference in the Composition Classroom" * 

 read "International Student Makes CSUN Home" 
(Daily Sundial 5/9/12, p. 8) * 

 read Sato, "Presidential Address: The Caterpillar 
Question" * 

 read Young,  "Nah, We Straight" * 
 read "Classroom Colonialism" * 
 read "NCTE Position Paper on the Role of English 

Teachers in Educating English Language Learners" * 
 Moodle Post #2 due 
 

3/18/13  introduction to the CSUN "Stretch" composition 
program 

 diversity and the Stretch curriculum 
 inclusive pedagogy 
 guest speakers? 

 read selected textbook reviews in Composition 
Forum * 

 read Scenarios for Teaching Writing Introduction 
and Chapters 1, 2, 4 

 Moodle Post #3 due 
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 introduction to Scenarios for Teaching Writing 
 discuss  upcoming observations 

 set up observations 

3/25/13  what texts to use in your "Stretch" composition 
course? 

 textbook reviews and resources 
 best practices for teaching in the computer lab 
 guest speakers? 
 discus reading 
 practice writing assignment prompts 
 discuss observation protocol 
 introduction of mentors? 

 bring a syllabus to class from a college composition 
course 

 conduct observations; complete Moodle observation 
questionnaire by noon on 4/15 

 read Russo-Gleicher, "The Empty Desk: Caring 
Strategies to Talk to Students About Their 
Attendance" * 

 read Scenarios for Teaching Writing Chapters 5 and 
6 

 Moodle Post #4 due 
 

4/1/13 No class (Cesar Chavez holiday) 
 

4/8/13 No class (spring break) 
 

4/15/13  reflections on observations 
 assign syllabus and rationale 
 research resources in rhetoric and composition 
 draw workshop dates 
 discussion of English 114A syllabus, portfolios, and 

grading 
 discuss sample syllabi 
 discuss in-class activities for English 114A 
 guest speakers? 
 discuss reading 
 introduction to Quick Hits 

 read Scenarios for Teaching Writing Chapter 3 
 read Bardine et al, "Beyond the Red Pen: Clarifying 

Our Role in the Response Process" * 
 read Quick Hits 
 watch "No One Writes Alone" * 
 watch "Beyond the Red Ink" * 
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4/22/13  in-class writing 
 discuss responding to student work 
 discuss reading 
 guest speakers? 
 review workshop protocol 
 sign up to facilitate a workshop 
 

 if your workshop is on 4/29, post a draft of your 
syllabus and rationale on Moodle by 11:59 p.m. on 
4/26 

 read workshop drafts 

4/29/13  whole-class workshops  if your workshop is on 5/6, post a draft of your 
syllabus and rationale on Moodle by 11:59 p.m. on 
5/1 

 read workshop drafts 
 read Kaag, "The First Day" * 
 

5/6/13  whole-class workshops 
 discuss reading (if time) 
 TA Panel: "What I Wished I'd Known Before I Started 

Teaching Stretch" 
 watch and discuss "Tome Cruise on Teaching 

Composition" * (if time) 
 

 post revised syllabus and rationale as a link or 
Word/PDF attachment on Moodle by 12:30 p.m. on 
5/13 
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5/13/13 
(12:45-
2:45 
p.m.) 

 logistics 
 party? 
 set up Moodle workshop? 
 

 
 


