
Instructor: Ian Barnard, Ph.D. 

Office: ST 834 

Office Hours: MW 2:45-3:45 p.m., and by appointment 

Email: ian.barnard@csun.edu 
 

Welcome to English 312!  These particular sections of English 

312 focus on film and literary forms, and, in particular, on the 

aesthetic and political effects of “experimental” forms, on films 

that in other ways violate or interrogate the conventions of 

mainstream Hollywood cinema, and on the unique characteristics 

of  the “language” of experimentation in film and literature.  We’ll 

be watching a lot of movies, so the class should be fun! 

 
Syllabus Contents: 

Introduction to the Course Disability Information Instructor Information Grade Distribution 
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Please see me early in the semester if you have a 

documented disability, so that we can discuss what 

accommodations, if any, I might make to help you to 

succeed in this class. 
 

http://www.csun.edu/~ib5991


2 

 

Required Texts: 

Films (films marked & are on reserve in the Oviatt Library) Books (books marked & are on reserve in the Oviatt Library) 

      

                           
 

           

                                  & 

 

 

  &             & 

 

  

 

                                  & 

 

 

I will screen additional films and film excerpts in class. 

 

In addition, you will read articles on film and literary theory, and 

other materials related to the course.  I will post these readings on 

Moodle. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Tree-Of-Life/dp/B005UKJX4E/ref=sr_1_1?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1326503912&sr=1-1
http://product.half.ebay.com/The-Headless-Woman-DVD-2009/78515631&cpid=1399183345
http://product.half.ebay.com/The-Sand-Child-by-Tahar-Ben-Jelloun-and-Alan-Sheridan-2000-Paperback/1667320&tg=info
http://product.half.ebay.com/Twilight-by-Stephenie-Meyer-2008-Paperback-Reprint/66605639&tg=info
http://suncat.csun.edu/search/a?searchtype=X&searcharg=glitterbox&searchscope=8&SORT=DX
http://product.half.ebay.com/Kaboom-DVD-2011/99994534&tg=info
http://product.half.ebay.com/Twilight-DVD-2009/77422710&tg=info
http://product.half.ebay.com/Short-Guide-to-Writing-About-Film-by-Timothy-Corrigan-2011-Paperback/109027246&tg=info
http://www.bkstr.com/Home/10001-10057-1?demoKey=d


3 

 

Grade Distribution: 

Five of Six Moodle Responses: 50% 

Collaborative Group Remediation Project and Presentation: 20% 

Final Project: 30% 

Attendance and Participation: See Course Requirements below 

 

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 

99-100% 93-98% 90-92% 87-89% 83-86% 80-82% 77-79% 73-76% 70-72% 67-69% 63-66% 60-62% 0-59% 

 

Course Requirements: 

Moodle Responses Collaborative 

Group 

Remediation 

Project and 

Presentation 

Final 

Project 

Attendance 

and 

Participation 

You choose which five of the following six Moodle responses you would like to work 

on.  See the schedule for due dates and times.  Each Moodle response consists of your 

original post plus your responses to two members of your assigned group.  Do not 

respond to the same group members as everyone else, and do not respond to the same 

group members as your previous responses.   

 

I will post my rubric for evaluating your responses on Moodle.  Posts should be 250-

500 words long and responses should each be about a paragraph long.  You will lose 

points for late or missing posts/responses and for post/responses that are so 

underdeveloped that they don’t meet the length requirements.   

 

Given the size of the class, I cannot give each class member individual written 

I will post a 

detailed 

prompt for the 

collaborative 

group 

remediation 

project and 

presentation 

on Moodle. 

You will 

post a 

draft and 

revision of 

your final 

project on 

Moodle, 

and will 

participate 

in an in-

class peer 

workshop 

I expect you to 

attend all class 

meetings on 

time; to 

carefully and 

critically 

complete all 

required 

reading, 

viewing, and 

writing in 

preparation for 
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feedback on Moodle responses; however, we will discuss sample responses in class, 

and you are welcome to visit me in my office hours to discuss your responses. 

 

Moodle Response #1: Do you like this film (Twilight)?  Why?  Support your response 

with detailed arguments and specific examples from the film. 

 

Moodle Response #2: Select a) or b): 

a) Choose one difference you notice between the book and film versions of 

Twilight.  Discuss the significance of this difference.  What effect to you think 

it has?  Support your response with specific references to the book and film.   

b) Do you agree with Jenny Turner’s critique of the Twilight book and film 

series?  Give specific, well-argued reasons for your response, supported by 

specific references to Turner’s review, and to Twilight (the book and film) 

 

Moodle Response #3: Write about one idea or scene or technique in La Mujer Sin 

Cabeza that you find particularly interesting, compelling, striking, troubling, or 

confusing.  Try to come to some conclusions about your chosen idea/scene/technique.  

Give specific examples from the film, make specific references to filmic techniques,  

and use the film language that you have read about in Corrigan’s text. 

 

Moodle Response #4: Discuss one aspect of “The Magic Poker” or “The Babysitter” 

that breaks from the conventions of realist fiction and explain what effect you think 

this break from realism achieves  Support what you say with specific references to 

your chosen text. 

 

Moodle Response #5: Select a), b), or c): 

a) Do you consider The Sand Child to be a feminist novel?  Why?  Support your 

response with specific references to the text.   

b) Do you consider The Sand Child to be a postmodern novel?  Why?  Support 

your response with specific references to the text. 

c) (4 p.m. class only) Write about the way Blue is made and what you feel is the 

significance of these filmic techniques.  Support what you say with specific 

references to the film.  Don’t just repeat what Lombardo says in her article. 

that will 

enable 

you to get 

feedback 

on your 

draft.  

You will 

lose points 

if you post 

your draft 

or revision 

late or if 

you miss 

the 

workshop.   

 

I will post 

a detailed 

prompt for 

the final 

project on 

Moodle. 

class meetings;  

and to 

participate 

actively in 

class 

discussions.   

 

You may miss 

two weeks of 

class without 

penalty.   If 

you miss more 

than two weeks 

of class, I will 

lower your 

final course 

grade by 1/3 

grade for each 

additional 

absence.  

Arriving late  

or leaving 

before class 

ends counts as 

half an 

absence.  In 

addition, I will 

mark you 

absent if you 

are not 

prepared for 

class. 
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Moodle Response #6: Write a response to Laura Mulvey’s article “Visual Pleasure and 

Narrative Cinema.”  Focus on some aspect of Mulvey’s article that you find difficult 

to follow and try to figure out what she’s saying.  Make specific references to the 

article. 

 

 

Course Policies: 

Citation of Sources: 
 

Plagiarism is a contested and context-specific topic.  We will 
discuss effective ways of using sources and issues around 
plagiarism in class. 
 

Email Protocol: 
 

I acknowledge all email messages within 48 hours.  If you email 

me but don’t get a response, I haven’t received your email.  Feel 

free to email me concerning any questions you have about the 

course or about your work.  Do not email your work to me for 

feedback; I’d be happy to discuss your work with you in person.  

It’s important to practice composing professional emails: be sure 

that your emails to me include appropriate subject lines, 

salutations, and closes. 

 

My Teaching Philosophy: 
 

I will not spend much time lecturing and expect you to participate 

vigorously in the many discussions and other activities around 

which the course is organized.  We all teach and learn in this 

course--I do not believe in a one-way transmission of 

“knowledge” from instructor to students.  I don’t have all the 

answers, and I look forward to learning as much as teaching in 

this course.  You should direct your questions and comments in 

class to your colleagues as much as to me.  I encourage you to 

talk in class.   
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Tentative Schedule 

Readings marked * are on Moodle 

Films and books marked & are on reserve in the Oviatt Library 

 

Week  Dates W Class: In-Class 

Activities 

W Class: 

Assignments for 

Next Time 

Dates MW Class: In-Class 

Activities 

MW Class: 

Assignments for 

Next Time 

 

1 1/25  Introduction to the 

course 

 Discuss syllabus 

 Film and literary form 

 Analyzing film and 

literature 

 In-class reading and 

writing 

 Discuss rubric for 

Moodle responses 

 

 Watch Twilight & 

 Moodle response 

#1 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 1/30; 

respond to  two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 2/1  

1/23  Introduction to the 

course 

 Discuss syllabus 

 In-class reading and 

writing 

 

 Watch Twilight 

before Saturday & 

 

1/25  Discuss rubric for 

Moodle responses 

 Film and literary form 

 

 Moodle response 

#1 due: post by 

noon on 1/28; 

respond to  two 

group members 

by noon on 1/30 

 

2 2/1  YouTube Introductions 

 Discuss Twilight (film) 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 In-class reading and 

discussion of Turner, 

“The Beautiful 

Undead” * 

 Read Twilight & 

 Moodle response 

#2 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 2/8; 

respond to  two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 2/9  

 

 

1/30  YouTube 

Introductions 

 Discuss Twilight 

(film) 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 

 Read Turner, 

“The Beautiful 

Undead” * 

 Start reading 

Twilight & 

 

2/1  Discuss reading 

 Continue Twilight 

discussion 

 Finish reading  

Twilight & 

 Moodle response 
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#2 due: post by 

noon on 2/6; 

respond to  two 

group members 

by noon on 2/7  

 

3 2/8  Discuss Twilight 

(book) 

 Introduction to 

Horkheimer and 

Adorno 

 

 Read Chapters 1-

3 in Corrigan 

 Read Horkheimer 

and Adorno, “The 

Culture Industry: 

Enlightenment as 

Mass Deception” 

* 

 

2/6  Discuss Twilight 

(book) 

 Introduction to 

Horkheimer and 

Adorno 

 

 Read Horkheimer 

and Adorno, “The 

Culture Industry: 

Enlightenment as 

Mass Deception” 

* 

 

2/8  Discuss Horkheimer 

and Adorno, “The 

Culture Industry: 

Enlightenment as 

Mass Deception” * 

 

 Read Chapters 1-

3 in Corrigan 

 

4 2/15  Discuss reading 

 Watch and discuss 

shorts, film excerpts 

 

 Read Trinh, 

“Sketch of a 

Soundtrack” * 

 Read Trinh, 

“Interview with 

Trinh T. Minh-

ha” * 

 Read Chapter 4 in 

Corrigan 

2/13  Discuss reading 

 Watch and discuss 

shorts, film excerpts 

 

 Read Chapter 4 in 

Corrigan 

 

2/15  Discuss reading 

 Watch and discuss 

shorts, film excerpts 

 

 Read Trinh , 

“Sketch of a 

Soundtrack” * 

 Read Trinh, 

“Interview with 

Trinh T. Minh-

ha” * 

 

5 2/22  Watch and discuss 

Reassamblage 

 Watch La Mujer 

Sin Cabeza 

2/20  Watch and discuss 

Reassamblage 
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 Discuss reading 

 Contexts for La Mujer 

Sin Cabeza 

 

  Discuss reading 

 

2/22  Contexts for La Mujer 

Sin Cabeza 

 Discuss sample 

Moodle responses 

 

 Watch La Mujer 

Sin Cabeza 

 

6 2/29  Discuss La Mujer Sin 

Cabeza 

 The “Boom” in Latin 

American Literature 

 Discuss sample Moodle 

responses 

 Literary analysis 

 

 Moodle response 

#3 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 3/6; 

respond to two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 3/7  

 Read assigned 

articles * 

 Read Cortázar,  

“Nurse Cora” * 

 

2/27  Discuss La Mujer Sin 

Cabeza 

 

 Moodle response 

#3 due: post by 

noon on 3/4; 

respond to two 

group members 

by noon on 3/5  

 

2/29  The “Boom” in Latin 

American Literature 

 Literary analysis 

 In-class reading * 

 

 Read Cortázar,  

“Nurse Cora” * 

 

7 3/7  Discuss reading 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 Technology survey 

 Postmodernism 

 Read selections 

from Coover & 

 Read assigned 

articles * 

 Moodle response 

#4 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 3/14; 

respond to two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 3/15  

 

3/5  Discuss reading 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 

 Read assigned 

articles * 

 

3/7  Technology survey 

 Postmodernism 

 Read selections 

from Coover & 

 Moodle response 

#4 due: post by 

noon on 3/12; 

respond to two 

group members 

by noon on 3/13  
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8 3/14  Discuss reading 

 Assign remediation 

project 

 Mid-semester 

evaluation of the course 

 Introduction to Gregg 

Araki 

 

 Work on 

remediation 

project 

3/12  Discuss reading 

 

 

3/14  Assign remediation 

project 

 Mid-semester 

evaluation of the 

course 

 Introduction to Gregg 

Araki 

 

 Watch Kaboom 

 
 

9 3/21  No class—work on 

remediation project 

 Work on 

remediation 

project 

 Watch Kaboom 

 

3/19  Discuss Kaboom 

 

 Work on 

remediation 

project 

 

3/21  No class—work on 

remediation project 

 Work on 

remediation 

project 

 

10 3/28  Groups present 

remediation projects 

 Discuss Kaboom 

 Contexts for Blue: the 

“New Queer Cinema”; 

the AIDS crisis 

 Contexts for The Sand 

Child 

 

 Read The Sand 

Child 

 Watch Blue & 

 Read Rich, “The 

New Queer 

Cinema” * 

 Read Lombardo, 

“Cruellement 

Bleu” * 

 

3/26  Groups present 

remediation projects 

 

 

3/28  Groups present 

remediation projects 

 Contexts for Blue: the 

“New Queer Cinema”; 

the AIDS crisis 

 

 Watch Blue & 

 Read Rich, “The 

New Queer 

Cinema” * 

 Read Lombardo, 

“Cruellement 

Bleu” * 

 

Spring Break! 

11 4/11  No class—work on  Read The Sand 4/9  Discuss Blue  Read The Sand 
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homework assignments Child 

 Watch Blue & 

 Read Rich, “The 

New Queer 

Cinema” * 

 Read Lombardo, 

“Cruellement 

Bleu” * 

 Moodle response 

#5 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 4/16; 

respond to two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 4/18  

 

 Contexts for The Sand 

Child 

 

Child 

 

4/11  No class—work on 

homework 

assignments 

 Read The Sand 

Child 

 Moodle response 

#5 due: post by 

noon on 4/14; 

respond to two 

group members 

by noon on 4/16  

 

12 4/18  Discuss The Sand Child 

 Discuss Blue 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 Assign final project 

 Introduction to feminist 

film theory 

 

 Read Mulvey, 

“Visual Pleasure 

and Narrative 

Cinema” * 

 Moodle response 

#6 due: post by 2 

p.m. on 4/25; 

respond to two 

group members 

by 2 p.m. on 4/26  

 

4/16  Discuss The Sand 

Child 

 Discuss Moodle 

responses 

 

 

4/18  Assign final project 

 Discuss sample film 

review 

 Introduction to 

feminist film theory 

 

 Read Mulvey, 

“Visual Pleasure 

and Narrative 

Cinema” * 

 Moodle response 

#6 due: post by 

noon on 4/23; 

respond to two 

group members 

by noon on 4/24  

 

13 4/25  Feminism and film: 

watch and discuss 

 Watch The Tree 

of Life 

4/23  Feminism and film: 

watch and discuss 
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excerpts from Jeanne 

Dielman and Riddles of 

the Sphinx; discuss 

readings 

 Discuss sample film 

review * 

 Work on final project 

 Introduction to The 

Tree of Life 

 

 Work on your 

final project 

excerpts from Jeanne 

Dielman and Riddles 

of the Sphinx; discuss 

reading 

 

4/25  Work on final project 

 Introduction to The 

Tree of Life 

 

 Watch The Tree 

of Life 

 Work on your 

final project 

 

14 5/2  Discuss The Tree of 

Life 

 Post a draft of  

your final project  

(or a link to your 

draft) on Moodle 

by 11:59 p.m. on 

5/7 

 Read your group 

members’ drafts 

before class * 

 

4/30  Discuss The Tree of 

Life 

 

 Work on your 

final project 

 

5/2  No class—work on 

final project 

 Post a draft of  

your final project  

(or a link to your 

draft) on Moodle 

by 11:59 p.m. on 

5/5 

 Read your group 

members’ drafts 

before class * 

 

15 5/9  Peer workshops on 

final project 

 Wrap-up 

 Party? 

 Post your revised 

final project (or a 

link to it) on 

Moodle by 2 p.m. 

on 5/16 

 

5/7  Peer workshops on 

final project 

 

 

5/9  Wrap-up 

 Party? 

 

 Post your revised 

final project (or a 

link to it) on 

Moodle by noon  

on 5/14 

 


