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Instructor: Ian Barnard, Ph.D. 

Office: ST 834 

Office Hours: W 1:30-3:30 p.m., and by appointment 

Email: ian.barnard@csun.edu 

Please see me early in the semester if you have 

a documented disability, so that we can discuss 

what accommodations, if any, I might make to 

help you to succeed in this class. 

I want to . . . free composition studies in part by creating a new form of professional 

development . . . .  Such a model respects both teachers of writing (in training) and the students 

with whom they interact.  It resists static meanings as received “truths,” “isms,” or rigid 

taxonomies.  It does not seek to coerce or overtly control.  It does not want to routinize any 

particular practice but instead delights in encouraging excitement and exploration for those 

willing to live with the ambiguity that comes from accepting (embracing) complexity and an 

absence of overt managerial presence.  

  bonnie lenore kyburz 

 

http://www.csun.edu/~ib5991
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Course Description: 

 

English 600B and 600BF are designed to support your teaching, to continue the professional development in the fields of composition 

theory and pedagogy that you embarked on in English 600A, and to help you prepare to teach English 114B in Spring 2012. 

 

Required Texts: 

these three 

   
 

plus one of these four 

    
 

in addition, we’ll make frequent reference to the texts you used in English 600A 
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Course Requirements: 

English 600B English 600BF 

 careful critical reading/viewing of all assigned texts 

 punctual attendance and vigorous participation in class discussions (including whole-

class workshops) 

 teaching portfolio 

 collaborative book group presentation 

 individual Quick Hits presentation 

 Moodle reflections and responses to colleagues’ reflections 

 

Participation and Attendance: 

I expect you to attend all seminar meetings from beginning to end and to offer thoughtful 

scholarly contributions to each class discussion (you may miss one seminar meeting without 

penalty).  If you have already contributed to a discussion, be sure to give others a chance to 

speak before you offer additional comments.  You will also be facilitating a whole-class 

workshop and having your English 114B syllabus draft and rationale workshopped. 

 

Collaborative Book Group Presentation: 

Each group will deliver a 15-20 minute presentation on their selected text (in the case of the 

Radical Teacher group, you will have to research additional material on your topic).  Your 

presentation should give class members an overview of the text and your take on its significance 

for the teaching of writing.  Bring up any aspects of the text that you find particularly interesting 

or problematic.  Do not summarize the entire text—this is boring!  Focus on critically engaging 

with your text/topic rather than on mere summary.  You and your partners need to collaborate on 

all aspects of the presentation--do not divide up the work and then give multiple mini-

presentations.  I will give you plenty of time in class to meet with your book group partners. You 

need to rehearse and time your presentation.  Please do not exceed the 20 minute time limit. 

 

Quick Hits Presentation: 

Select one strategy from Quick Hits that you would like to implement in your English 114A 

class this semester.  You must try out the strategy with your students before your presentation  

 invite me to visit one of 

your Stretch classes in the 

first five weeks of the 

semester 

 visit the Stretch class of a 

colleague in this seminar 

before 10/24 

 invite a colleague in this 

seminar to visit one of your 

Stretch classes between 

10/24 and 12/2  

 visit the Stretch class of an 

experienced CSUN 

instructor between 10/24 

and 12/2 

 invite the Director of 

Composition to visit one of 

your Stretch classes (?)  

 meet with me for an 

individual conference near 

the end of the semester to 

discuss your teaching 

 

Note that all assignments in this 

portion of the course are graded on 

a credit/no credit basis.  Most class 

visits will involve pre- and post-

visit debriefings.  These 

debriefings offer you the 
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date, and be ready to report back to the class on the results of your experiment.  When you report 

back, explain which activity you tried, how successful it was, whether you would do it again and 

why, and, if you would do it again, how you might modify it and why.  You should also solicit 

questions at the end of your presentation.  Maximum time for presentation: 10 minutes. Time for 

questions: 5 minutes.  Please do not exceed 15 minutes! 

 

Teaching Portfolio: 

Your teaching portfolio consists of the following items (not necessarily in this order): 

 cover page 

 table of contents 

 your revised English 114B syllabus and rationale 

 one sample student assignment from your English 114A class with your comments to the 

student plus a brief discussion of your comments 

 a mediation of one of your Moodle reflections 

 optional: your English 114A syllabus; assignment prompts or handouts you created for 

your English 114A class 

Since this is a digital portfolio that will be posted on Moodle, feel free to include links, images, 

and other appropriate media.  

 

English 114B Syllabus Rationale (about 5 pages): 

This should be a theoretically-informed rationale for your syllabus.  Refer to English 600A/B 

class readings and other materials you find appropriate.  Include a list of Works Cited following 

MLA format.  Obviously you cannot explain every component of your syllabus in five pages, so 

you will need to focus on the bigger picture and decide which are the most important and/or 

interesting aspects of your syllabus that you’d like to discuss, or which aspects of the syllabus 

others might have questions about.  Everyone teaches the course differently—your rationale is 

your opportunity to explain why you do things the way you do.  Imagine your reader as someone 

who might be looking to hire you to teach college composition at her institution!   

opportunity for collegial 

discussion of the specifics of your 

pedagogy.  We will discuss 

protocols for class visits in our 

seminar.  Keep in mind that I am 

not evaluating or grading your 

teaching.  Since you are a first-

semester Graduate Teaching 

Associate, I expect that you will be 

trying new things, and perhaps 

failing sometimes.  I will offer you 

mentorship and support and give 

you feedback on your teaching 

(there will be no formal record of 

this feedback).   I am particularly 

interested in your ability to reflect 

on your teaching—at this stage in 

your college teaching career, this is 

more important than how “good” a 

teacher you are. 
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Tentative Schedule: 

Date Class Activities Assignments for Next Time 

8/29/11  introduction to the course 

 discuss syllabus 

 sign up for presentation dates 

 sign up for book groups 

 choose Convo topics 

 in-class reading, writing, and discussion: 

“Inquiry or Indoctrination?” 

 browse through Quick Hits and post your activity 

on Moodle before 9/7 (you may not select an 

activity that another colleague has already 

selected) 

 read Teaching the New Writing Foreword, 

Preface, Chapters 1-4 

9/12/11  Quick Hits presentations 

 discuss reading 

 Convo 1 

 discuss class visit protocol 

 read Teaching the New Writing, Chapters 5-7 and 

9 

9/19/11  Quick Hits presentations 

 discuss reading 

 Convo 2 

 read Teaching the New Writing, Chapters 10-12 

9/26/11  Quick Hits presentations 

 discuss reading 

 Convo 3 

 

 post a class visit reflection on Moodle by noon on 

10/8; respond to two colleagues’ reflections by 

noon on 10/10 

 post five sample student assignments on Moodle 

by noon on 10/10 

10/3/11 (no class—use the time to prepare for and conduct class visits) 

10/10/11  discuss and practice responding to student work 

 discuss class visits; turn in class visit 

information forms 

 book group planning sessions 

 mid-semester evaluations of the class 

 complete reading as assigned by book group 

10/17/11  book group meetings 

 Convo 4 

 discuss mid-semester evaluations 

 complete reading as assigned by book group 

10/24/11  book group meetings  complete reading as assigned by book group 
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 Convo 5 

 in-class writing 

10/31/11  book group meetings 

 overview of  English 114B and syllabus 

rationale assignment 

 Convo 6 

 work on book group presentation 

 look over sample English 114B syllabi 

11/7/11  book group presentations 

 discuss sample English 114B syllabi  

 draw workshop dates  

 sign up for conferences 

 read Rose 

 

11/14/11  discuss reading 

 protocols for whole-class workshops 

 sign-up to facilitate a workshop 

 sample rationale 

 if you have a workshop on 11/21, post a draft of 

your English 114B syllabus and rationale on 

Moodle by noon on 11/20 

 read drafts of syllabi and rationales 

11/21/11  whole class workshops 

 in-class Moodle reflections and responses on 

how something you have read in this class 

(excluding Quick Hits) might change some 

aspect of your teaching 

 if you have a workshop on 11/28, post a draft of  

your English 114B syllabus and rationale on 

Moodle by noon on 11/26 

 read drafts of syllabi and rationales 

11/28/11  whole-class workshops 

 in-class reading and discussion: Mike Rose, 

“Remediation at a Crossroads” 

 if you have a workshop on 12/5, post a draft of 

your English 114B syllabus and rationale on 

Moodle by noon on 12/3 

 read drafts of syllabi and rationales 

12/5/11  whole-class workshops 

 discuss sample Stretch portfolios 

 turn in remaining class visit information forms 

 post your teaching portfolio on Moodle by noon 

on 12/12 

12/12/11  

(12:45-2:45) 
 party?  

           Tom Cruise on teaching composition (click here to open link) 

Thanks to 

Norma Aceves, 

Jada 

Augustine, 

Irene Clark, 

and Aneil 

Rallin for 

assistance with 

this syllabus! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=areTEVLmweY

