
By linking body and voice, 

disability and writing, Mairs 

asks us to rethink what it 

means to write and to 

consider more fully how our 

bodies—disabled or not—

shape the writing we do. 
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Course Description: 

Prerequisites: EPT score of 151 or higher. Expository prose writing with a focus 

on both content and form. Specific emphases shall include the exercise of logical thought and 

clear expression, the development of effective organizational strategies, and the appropriate 

gathering and utilization of evidence. Includes instruction on diction, syntax, and grammar, as well as the 

elements of prose style. Students receive credit for only one course chosen from AAS, CAS, CHS, ENGL, and PAS 115.   

 

Course Objectives: 

 Demonstrate competence in university writing 

Instructor: Ian Barnard, Ph.D. 

Office: ST 834 

Office Hours: W 1:30-3:30 

p.m., and by appointment 

Email: ian.barnard@csun.edu 

Please see me early 

in the semester if you 

have a documented 

disability, so that we 

can discuss what 

accommodations, if 

any, I might make to 

help you to succeed 

in this class. 

http://www.csun.edu/~ib5991
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 Demonstrate the ability to use rhetorical strategies that include the appeal to audience, logic, and emotion  

 Understand writing as a recursive process and demonstrate its use through invention, drafting, and revision (creating, shaping, 

and completing) 

 Demonstrate the ability to use conventions of format, structure, style, and language appropriate to the purpose of a written text  

 Demonstrate the ability to use library and online resources effectively and to document these sources  

 

This particular section of English 115 focuses on the exciting, rapidly expanding, inter-disciplinary field of disability studies, and 

especially on how the insights of disability studies might inform our understandings of writing and writing subjects.  So while the 

assignment sequences and course requirements parallel those of other sections of PAS/CHS/CAS/AAS/ENGL 115, the subject matter 

is unique to our English 115 class.   

 

We will emphasize writing as a process.  Revision will be an essential part of the work of the class.  You’ll write multiple drafts of 

your papers.  Our attention to each others’ writing will center around student-facilitated whole-class workshops.  You’ll receive oral 

and written feedback on your paper drafts from your colleagues and me.  Each class member will have the opportunity to have one of 

her assignments workshopped, and each class member will facilitate a colleague’s workshop.  These workshops will give us all the 

chance to discuss the issues at stake in the papers, to articulate and negotiate our criteria for effective university writing, and to address 

and practice a variety of rhetorical strategies in the context of specific student texts. 

 

This course helps you to meet three of the CSUN English Department’s Student Learning Outcomes: 

 

You will gain the ability to read 

critically  

 

You will gain the ability to write 

effectively 

 

You will gain knowledge of the cultural 

diversity of literatures 

 

You’ll read extensively from a variety of 

academic and non-academic texts, 

including anthology essays, academic 

journal articles, autobiography, fiction, and 

news media. You will demonstrate the 

capacity to read critically by responding to 

these texts during class discussions as well 

as writing projects that include exercises, 

essays, and thematic projects. 

 

You will produce a range of writing that 

demonstrates proficiency with rhetorical 

strategies and expository writing concepts. 

This writing will include autobiography, 

dialogues, epistles, descriptive and 

argumentative essays, interactive Web 

reflections, thematic projects, and blogs. 

 

You will read an assorted body of 

literature produced by writers from across 

the globe.  You will discuss and write 

about these diverse experiences. 
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Required Texts: 

 

    

In addition, I expect you to read materials that your colleagues and I will post on Moodle (including articles on disability studies and 

your colleagues’ assignment drafts), and you will need to do independent research for some of the course assignments.  We will also 

watch the film The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. 

  

Bring the Faigley text with you to all class meetings.  If you have a laptop, please bring it to all class meetings as well.  If you do not 

own a laptop, you will need to print out workshop drafts and your responses to workshop drafts for whole-class workshop days. 

 

 

Course Requirements: 

 punctual attendance and vigorous participation in class discussions, including whole-class workshops, and other class activities 

 careful and critical reading/viewing of all assigned texts (including independent research and colleagues’ assignment drafts) 

 three progressions (each progression consists of four writing assignments) 

 a collaborative web-based project and oral presentation of that project (Project Web) 

 in-class writing 

 reading/viewing responses 

 a whole-class workshop of one of your papers and facilitation of a colleague’s whole-class workshop 

 23 written responses to colleagues’ workshop drafts 

 at least one tutoring session at MyPearsonCafé and at least one in-person tutoring session at the CSUN Learning Resource 

Center  
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 final portfolio showcasing your work, including new revisions of selected 

work and a portfolio preface 

 one Wings submission 

 
Grade Distribution and Information: 

Final Portfolio 50% 

Other Assignments 50% 

 

I will post detailed prompts for all assignments on Moodle.  I evaluate your final 

portfolio holistically, and you’ll earn a letter grade from A-F (including + and – 

grades) for the portfolio.  (Your final course grade may include a letter grade with a 

plus or minus.)  I evaluate all other assignments (see list of course requirements 

above) on a credit/no credit basis.  You must fulfill the requirements and complete 

the assignment on time in order to earn credit for a particular assignment.  In some 

cases, I will permit you to revise an assignment so that you may earn credit for it, 

provided that you turned in the assignment on time. 

 

In order to be eligible to post the final portfolio, you must have received credit for 

assignments 1D, 2D, 3D, and Project Web. 

 

Since this class is centered around whole-class workshops and class discussions, 

your punctual and engaged attendance is a critical component of your work in the 

course.  I expect you to attend all class meetings, but I understand that you may need 

to miss class in the case of an emergency.  Each class member will receive four 

“emergency passes” that allow you to arrive late to class, leave early, or miss a class 

meeting due to an emergency.  Once you have used up your four emergency passes, 

I will lower your final course grade for each class meeting that you miss or for every 

time that you arrive late or leave early.  In addition, you need to be prepared for 

class in order to be able to participate effectively and benefit from class time.  If you 

are unprepared for a particular class meeting, you will also need to use one of your 

emergency passes (if you have used them all up, I will lower your final course 

grade).  

Citation of Sources: 

Plagiarism is a contested and context-specific 

topic.  We will discuss effective ways of using 

sources and issues around plagiarism in class. 

Email Protocol: 

I acknowledge all email messages within 48 

hours.  If you email me but don’t get a response, 

I haven’t received your email.  Feel free to 

email me concerning any questions you have 

about the course or about your work.  Do not 

email your papers to me for feedback; I’d be 

happy to discuss your papers/revisions/revision 

ideas with you in person.  It’s important to 

practice composing professional emails: be sure 

that your emails to me include appropriate 

subject lines, salutations, and closes. 

Other Course Policies: 

I will not spend much time lecturing and expect 

you to participate vigorously in the many 

workshops and discussions around which the 

course is organized.  We all teach and learn in 

this course--I do not believe in a one-way 

transmission of “knowledge” from instructor to 

students.  I don’t have all the answers, and I 

look forward to learning as much as teaching in 

this course.  You should direct your questions 

and comments in class to your colleagues as 

much as to me.  I encourage you to talk in class: 

try to speak at least once during each class 

discussion and whole-class workshop.   
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Tentative Schedule 

Date Class Activities Assignments for Next Time 

M 8/29  introduction to the course 

 discuss syllabus 

 working with Moodle 

 in-class writing 

 introduction to readings 

 read Faigley 1a-c, 2a 

 read Lindgren (on Moodle) 

 read Linton (on Moodle) 

W 8/31  introductions 

 discuss reading 

 discuss assignment 1A 

 introduction to readings 

 post assignment 1A on Moodle  by 10 a.m. on 9/6 

 read Kumaran (on Moodle) 

 read Zach (on Moodle) 

 read Mairs (on Moodle) 

M 9/5                                                                                            No Class 

W 9/7  discuss assignments 1A and 1B 

 discuss Faigley 6b 

 discuss reading 

 draw workshop dates 

 post assignment 1B on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 9/12 

 read selections from Wings 

 review workshop guidelines (on Moodle) 

 bring a printout of a Facebook conversation 

M 9/12  in-class writing on Facebook and voice 

 discuss assignments 1B and 1C 

 discuss reading 

 discuss workshop protocol 

 post assignment 1C on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 9/14 

W 9/14  discuss assignments 1C and 1D 

 discuss workshop protocol 

 discuss responses to workshop drafts and 

sample responses 

 discuss Faigley 3 and 4e 

 workshop facilitation sign-up  

 if you have a workshop on 9/19, post a complete draft 

of your assignment 1D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 9/17 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 9/19 

 if you have a workshop on 9/21, post a complete draft 

of your assignment 1D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 9/19 

M 9/19  whole-class workshops on assignment 1D 

 workshop debriefing 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 9/21 

W 9/21  whole-class workshops on assignment 1D 

 introduction to visual rhetoric 

 if you did not have a workshop on assignment 1D,  

post your draft on MyPearsonCafé for tutor feedback 

 post assignment 2A on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 9/26 
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 discuss assignment 2A 

 MyPearsonCafé 

M 9/26  discuss assignment 2A 

 introduction to readings 

 discuss revision 

 discuss Faigley 2b and 4a-d 

 read Garland-Thomson (on Moodle) 

 read Clare (on Moodle) 

 

W 9/28  discuss readings 

 analysis of images 

 discuss assignment 2B and 2C 

 in-class work on assignment 2B 

 post your assignment 2B on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 

10/3 

 post your revised assignment 1D on Moodle by 10 

a.m. on 10/3; if you did not have a whole-class 

workshop on assignment 1D, attach the feedback 

from MyPearsonCafé to your revision 

M 10/3  discuss assignment 1D and MyPearsonCafé 

 discuss Faigley 6a, 7, and 11 

 respond to assignment 2B 

 discuss assignment 2C 

 post assignment 2C on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 10/5 

 

W 10/5  discuss assignments 2C and 2D 

 in-class responses to assignment 2C 

 introduction to readings 

 

 if you have a workshop on 10/12, post a complete 

draft of your assignment 2D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 

10/10 

 read Harmon, Price (on Moodle) 

M 10/10  discuss reading 

 discuss usage issues 

 work with Faigley 18-35 and MyPearsonCafé 

 mid-semester evaluation of the course 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 10/12 

 if you have a workshop on 10/17, post a complete 

draft of your assignment 2D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 

10/12 

W 10/12  whole-class workshops on assignment 2D 

 discuss mid-semester evaluations 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 10/17 

M 10/17  whole-class workshops on assignment 2D 

 introduction to film 

 if you did not have a whole-class workshop on 

assignment 2D, post your draft on MyPearsonCafé 

for tutor feedback 

W 10/19  watch The Diving Bell and the Butterfly  post your revised assignment 2D on Moodle by 10 

a.m. on 10/24; if you did not have a workshop on 
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assignment 2D, attach the feedback from 

MyPearsonCafé to your revision 

M 10/24  watch conclusion of The Diving Bell and the 

Butterfly 

 discuss the film 

 introduction to reading 

 discuss assignment 2D; in-class writing 

 read assigned pages from The Diving Bell and the 

Butterfly 

W 10/26  discuss reading 

 in-class writing 

                                    
                               

 read assigned pages from The Diving Bell and the 

Butterfly 

 choose one paragraph from the assigned reading that 

you find particularly interesting and post a 250 word 

Moodle response discussing your paragraph by 10 

a.m. on 10/29 

 respond to two class members’ Moodle posts by 10 

a.m. on 10/31 (each response should be about a 

paragraph long; don’t respond to the same class 

members as everyone else)   

M 10/31  discuss reading and Moodle responses 

 discuss assignment 3A 

 post assignment 3A on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 11/2 

W 11/2  discuss assignments 3A and 3B 

 research issues (MyPearsonCafé and CSUN 

Library website) 

 discuss Faigley 8-10 

 post assignment 3B on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 11/7 

M 11/7  discuss assignments 3B and 3C 

 discuss Faigley 5 and 14 

 review MLA citation format 

 post assignment 3C on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 11/9 

W 11/9  discuss assignments 3C and 3D 

 using sources 

 discuss Faigley 12-13 

 if you have a workshop on 11/14, post a complete 

draft of your assignment 3D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 

11/12 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 11/14 

 if you have a workshop on 11/16, post a complete 
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draft of your assignment 3D on Moodle by 10 a.m. on 

11/14 

M 11/14  whole-class workshops on assignment 3D 

 technology survey 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 11/16 

W 11/16  whole-class workshops on assignment 3D 

 discuss portfolio and portfolio preface 

 introduction to reading 

 read selections from Wings 

 make tutor appointment with the LRC to work on 

assignment 3D or on your portfolio preface or on one 

of your final portfolio revisions 

M 11/21  discuss reading 

 discuss Project Web 

 in-class work on Project Web 

 

 post your revised assignment 3D on Moodle by 10 

a.m. on 11/23 

 work on Project Web 

 if you have a workshop on 11/28, post a complete 

draft of your portfolio preface on Moodle by 10 a.m. 

on 11/26 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 11/28 

 if you have a workshop on 11/30, post a complete 

draft of your portfolio preface on Moodle by 10 a.m. 

on 11/28 

W 11/23                                                                                           No Class 

M 11/28  whole-class workshops on portfolio preface 

 work on portfolio 

 discuss assignment 3D; in-class writing 

 post your responses to workshop drafts on Moodle by 

10 a.m. on 11/30 

W 11/30  whole-class workshops on portfolio preface 

 discuss usage issues 

 work with Faigley 18-35 and MyPearsonCafé 

 work on Project Web 

M 12/5  work on Project Web 

 prepare group presentation 

 work on your Project Web and presentation 

 post a link to your Project Web blog on Moodle by 10 

a.m. on 12/7  (one post per group) 

W 12/7  group presentations on Project Web 

 party?  

 

 work  on your portfolio 

 post your portfolio and Wings submission on Moodle 

by 10 a.m. on 12/12 

Thanks to Aneil Rallin, Angie Misaghi, Tina Love, Mary Griffith, Emily Hruby, and 

Steve Wexler for assisting me with this syllabus! 
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