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The Ecology of Child Day Care in the San Fernando Valley Region

Holli A. Tonyan, PhD

California State University, Northridge

Survey for Individuals Who Work Directly with Infants and Toddlers 24-36 Months Old

This part of the survey is to be completed by a teacher or care provider who works with children aged 24-36 months. If there is more than one teacher or care provider, feel free to send in more than one completed copy of this survey.

Please be assured that the information you give us will be kept in confidence and used only for the research purposes of this study. The only people who see your responses will be our research staff. We will not share the information with anyone else. 

Your name:      



     

  Date:      

First
Last

Name of the child cay care program:      
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.

1. 
What is the age range of the children you teach or care for?      
2.
What is your race or ethnic group? (Please mark all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Asian or Pacific Islander

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Black or Afro-American

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  White

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hispanic origin Latino/a

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (specify)

3. 
What proportion of children in your class are learning English (please put an x)? 

	Less than 10%
	10-25%
	25-50%
	50% or more
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	


4.
What proportion of the children in your class are able to effectively communicate in two languages (bilingual or multilingual) (please put an x)??

	Less than 10%
	10-25%
	25-50%
	50% or more
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	


5.       What is your highest completed level of education?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Did not finish high school (secondary school). Please tell us how many years you did attend.      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  High school or GED

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Some college, but no degree 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  AA (Associates, community college)
Subject/Major:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bachelor’s degree (BA or BS)
Subject/Major:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Some graduate work
Subject/Major:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Master’s degree 
Subject/Major:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Law degree

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Doctoral degree (e.g., MD, PhD, EdD) 
Subject/Major:      
6.
In what country did you complete your education?       
7. 
Do you have a degree in early childhood education or child development?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

8. 
Do you have any training in early childhood education or child development?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

9. 
Have you been trained specifically to work with infants?






 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

Continued on the Next Page

Ideas About Raising Children

Here are some statements other people have made about rearing and educating children. For each one, please check the box that best indicates how you feel in general about raising children. 

Check the box that best describes your beliefs. 

	
	Strongly

Disagree
	Mildly Disagree
	Not

Sure
	Mildly

Agree
	Strongly Agree

	1. 
Since parents lack special training in education, they should not question a teacher’s teaching methods.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. 
Children should be treated the same regardless of the differences among them.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. 
Children should always obey the teacher.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. 
Preparing for the future is more important for a child than enjoying today.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. 
Children will not do the right thing unless they are told to do so. 
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. 
Children should be allowed to disagree with their parents if they feel their own ideas are better.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. 
Children should be kept busy with work and study at home and at school.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. 
The major goal of education is to put basic information into the mind’s of the children.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9. 
In order to be fair, a teacher must treat all children alike.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10. 
The most important thing to teach children is absolute obedience to whoever is in charge.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11. 
Children learn best by doing things themselves rather than listening to others.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. 
Children must be carefully trained early in life or their natural impulses will make them unmanageable.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. 
Children have a right to their own point of view and should be allowed to express it.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14. 
Children’s learning results mainly from being presented basic information again and again.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15. 
Children like to teach other children.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Strongly

Disagree
	Mildly Disagree
	Not

Sure
	Mildly

Agree
	Strongly Agree

	16. 
The most important thing to teach children is absolute obedience to parents.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	17. 
The school has the main responsibility for a child’s education.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	18. 
Children generally do not do what they should unless someone sees to it.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	19. 
Parents should teach their children that they should be doing something useful at all times.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	20. 
It’s all right for a child to disagree with his/her parents.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	21. 
Children should always obey their parents.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	22. 
Teachers need not be concerned with what goes on in a child’s home.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	23. 
Parents should go along with the game when their child is pretending something.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	24. 
Parents should teach their children to have unquestioning loyalty to them.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	25. 
Teachers should discipline all children the same.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	26. 
Children should not question the authority of their parents.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	27. 
What parents teach their child at home is very important.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	28. 
Children will be bad unless they are taught what is right.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	29. 
A child’s ideas should be seriously considered in making family decisions. 
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	30. 
A teacher has no right to seek information about a child’s home background.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Any comments?

Taking Care Of Young Children

The questions on the following pages ask you to mark an answer which best describes your experience taking care of young children. While you may not find an answer which exactly matches your experience, please mark the answer which comes closest to describing how you feel.  YOUR FIRST REACTION TO EACH QUESTION SHOULD BE YOUR ANSWER.


When you think about your experience caring for children, how much, if at all, are the following items a concern for you?  We’d like you to think about how it is right now. If you care for more than one child, these items can include any or all of the children. If you care for one child, answer for that child. 

Circle the answer that is closest to how you feel. If an item does not apply to you, or has never been a problem for you when caring for children, circle “N/A”, not applicable. 

How much of a concern is:

	
	Not at all
	Some-what
	Considerably
	Extremely
	N/A: Not Applicable

	1. 
Continually cleaning up children’s messes.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. 
Being with young children all the time.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. 
A child crying or whining a lot.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. 
Caring for children takes too much out of you.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. 
Having to do tasks you don’t feel should be your responsibility.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. 
Having to juggle conflicting tasks or duties.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. 
Lack of appreciation from the child’s/children’s parents.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. 
The money you make.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9. 
Being exposed to illness or injury.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10. 
Having little chance for career advancement.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11. 
Lack of support from agencies or other professionals.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. 
Society’s lack of recognition for your work.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. 
Limited opportunity for professional development.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14. 
Making less money than you feel you deserve.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 



Taking care of children can also be rewarding. When you think about taking care of children, how much, if at all, are the following items a rewarding part of being a caregiver, for you?  We’d like you to think about how it is right now.  We’re not asking how you wish it were, but how it actually is. 

I feel rewarded by:

	
	Not at all
	Some-what
	Considerably
	Extremely
	N/A: Not Applicable

	15. Seeing children’s excitement over new things.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	16. The happiness and smiles on young children’s faces.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	17. The affection the children show you.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	18. Seeing the world through children’s eyes.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	19. Being needed by the child/children.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	20. The challenge of caring for young children.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	21. Being able to set your own work schedule.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	22.  Being able to work as part of a team or group.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	23. Your supervisor paying attention to what you have to say.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	24. Being able to make decisions on your own.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	25. Having friendly co-workers.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	27. Being able to watch your own children while earning money.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	28. The work fitting your skills.
	1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
 FORMCHECKBOX 

	N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 



If you have any final comments, feel free to write them here.

     
Thank you again for your time!!!
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