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People have always had a significant effect on the natural environment but never more so than in the last hundred years since massive industrialization began.  In this course we will discuss the state of the environment and the ways in which it has been and continues to be impacted by man.  We will discuss the implications and possible future consequences.

Some of the topics for discussion include:

· Atmospheric Issues

· global warming

· ozone depletion

· air pollution/acid rain

· Water Resources

· pollution

· availability of fresh water

· Ecology

· biodiversity

· encroachment of urban areas on to natural land

· wetland preservation

· deforestation

· Energy

· energy supply and use

· alternative energy sources

· Agriculture

· sustainable practices

· nitrogen-based fertilizers

· Population Growth

Policies

Students are expected to complete the assigned readings before each class and attend and participate in all classes.  Each student will be responsible for leading the class discussion on a selected topic during one class.  Students are required to write a 15-20 page term paper based upon their topic.

Grading

Students will be graded based upon their attendance, participation in class discussion, oral presentation, and term paper.

Schedule of classes

Each class will follow a similar format once topics have been assigned.  The assigned student/students will make an oral presentation on the subject matter for approximately 45 mins. and then, together with the instructor, lead a class discussion based upon the assigned reading material.  This will be followed by an introduction by the instructor of the following week’s topic, and the assignment of reading material.

	week 1
	Feb. 2
	discussion of topics,

assigned readings, resources

	week 2
	Feb. 9
	selection of individual topics

	week 3
	Feb. 16
	

	week 4
	Feb. 23
	

	week 5
	Mar. 1
	

	week 6
	Mar. 8
	

	week 7
	Mar. 15
	

	week 8
	Mar. 22
	

	week 9
	Mar., 29
	

	
	Apr. 5
	No Class

	week 10
	Apr. 12
	

	week 11
	Apr. 19
	

	week 12
	Apr. 26
	

	week 13
	May 3
	

	week 14
	May 10
	

	week 15
	May 17
	Term papers due


