Geography 101
The Physical Environment
Fall 2007

Dr. Helen Cox

Class Number 14198

helen.m.cox@csun.edu
MWF: 11:00 a.m. –  11:50 a.m.

Office: Sierra Hall 130K

Sierra Hall 106

phone: (818) 677-3512

Web page: http://www.csun.edu/~hmc60533/CSUN_101/101_intro.htm
Office Hours: MWF 9:00 a.m.– 10:00 a.m.
This course meets a portion of the Natural Sciences section of the General Education requirements for non-Geography majors and meets the lower division physical geography requirement for Geography majors.

Objective

In a time of increasing human population placing ever increasing demands on the physical environment, people will be forced to make difficult choices about how resources will be used and in what sort of environment they wish to live.  The goal of this class is to provide an understanding of the basic elements and processes that govern the physical environment of Earth. The course will explore how the land (lithosphere), water (hydrosphere), and atmosphere interact to create a realm for living things (biosphere).  

Description

What is physical geography?  Your book defines physical geography as “the spatial analysis of all the physical elements and processes that make up the environment: energy, air, water, weather, climate, landforms, soils, animals, plants, microorganisms, and Earth itself.”  In this class we will explore the fundamentals of these emphasizing a systems approach to geosciences.  Every culture is influenced by, and itself influences, its physical environment.  As such, it is critical for us to have an understanding of the physical environment in which ourselves and others live.

Text

The text for the course is ‘Geosystems, An Introduction to Physical Geography’, 6th edition by R.W. Christopherson, ©2006, Prentice-Hall.  (An earlier edition is also acceptable.)
There are a large number of helpful resources at the web site for the book: www.prenhall.com/christopherson 
Attendance

Class attendance is not mandatory but is highly recommended.  Because assignments, tests and exams are based primarily on the material covered in class, students will find it particularly difficult to do well without attending class.  Also, exercises may be done in class which will count towards your grade. 

Exams and grading

Grades will be based on four tests plus a final.  Tests are worth 150 points each.  The final exam is worth 300 points and will include material from the entire course.  Exercises are worth 100 points and must be handed in on time.  Late work will only be accepted at the discretion of the instructor and will receive a maximum of 50% of full credit.  The lowest test score will be dropped.
The plus and minus system will be used in awarding grades.

There will be no make-up tests except in exceptional circumstances.  A doctor’s note is required to make-up an exam missed for illness.  Other exceptional personal circumstances require approval from the instructor in advance.  Make-up exams will not be available for students wishing to travel or attend other functions on scheduled exam dates.  If you miss a test for any reason, this will count as your lowest score and will be dropped automatically from your grade.
No extra-credit is available.

Academic Honesty

Please note that under no circumstances should you consider any form of cheating or plagiarizing in this course. If you are caught you will be given a failing grade for the course and you will be reported to the Dean of Social and Behavioral Sciences and also to the Dean of Academic Affairs for disciplinary measures. 

Students with disabilities 

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester. Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations. Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements. The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110. Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684.

Schedule of classes

	week 1
	Aug 24
	essentials of geography
	Chpt 1

	week 2
	Aug 27, 29, 31
	essentials of geography

solar energy, seasons
	Chpt 1
Chpt 2

	week 3
	Sept 3

Sept 5, 7
	Holiday (no class)
atmospheric structure and composition.
	Chpt 3

	week 4
	Sept 10, 12
Sept 14
	energy balance
Test
	Chpt 4

	week 5
	Sept 17, 19, 21
	global temperatures, air pressure
	Chpt 5, 6

	week 6
	Sept 24, 26, 28
	air pressure and winds, ocean circulation
	Chpt 6

	week 7
	Oct 1, 3
Oct 5
	water, atmospheric moisture
Test
	Chpt 7

	week 8
	Oct 8, 10, 12
	weather, water resources
	Chpt 8, 9

	week 9
	Oct 15, 17, 19
	global climate system, global warming, solid earth
	Chpt 10, 11

	week 10
	Oct 22, 24
Oct 26
	solid earth, plate tectonics
Test
	Chpt 11

	week 11
	Oct 29, 31, Nov 2
	tectonics, earthquakes, volcanism
	Chpt 12

	week 12
	Nov 5, 7, 9
	weathering, mass movement, river systems
	Chpt 13, 14

	week 13
	Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 16
	Holiday (no class)
eolian processes
Test
	Chpt 15

	week 14
	Nov 19, 21
Nov 23
	oceans and coasts
Holiday (no class)
	Chpt 16

	week 15
	Nov 26, 28, 30
	glacial landforms
	Chpt 17

	week 16
	Dec 3, 5, 7
	soils, ecosystems
	Chpt 18, 19

	week 17
	Dec 10

Dec 17
	biomes
Final Exam (8:00 – 10:00 a.m.)
	Chpt 20


Your responsibilities
1. You have made a conscious, informed choice to be a member of this class.  This means that you have read the syllabus, and know the workload required.  Be aware that on average, you should spend 2-3 hours on your own (reading, studying, making notes, working on assignments, etc.) for every hour that you are in class.

2. You will give the basic respect that is due to me and the other students in this class.

3. You will observe basic classroom decorum.  In this class that means (but is not limited to!) the following:

· You will turn off watch alarms, pagers, and cellular phones.

· You will arrive at class on time.  If you need to leave early, you will inform me at the start of class and leave with a minimum of disruption.  To do this, open the door slowly, and close it slowly behind you.  Don’t make a lot of noise packing or unpacking your things.  

· Coming into class for a 15 min. quiz and then leaving when you are done is not acceptable behaviour.

· Do not eat “noisy” foods in class and if you eat or drink in class, please clean up after yourself.

· Do not start to put away your things until the class is over. 

· Do not whisper or talk in class, particularly when someone else is speaking.

4. You will do all of the required reading.  This means that you will often have to read something more than once in order to fully understand it.

5.  You will attend class regularly and on time.

6. You will be responsible for all of the material that we cover in class.  If you miss a class, you will contact another student to find out what you missed.

7.  If you do not understand material I present, or something I say, you must ask me to explain it.  I cannot help if I am not aware that you need help.  Much of the material that we will cover is cumulative.  Don’t get lost early on, you may not recover.

8. If you have a question, you will ask it.  You may ask during class, during my office hours, or by email.

My responsibilities
1. I will give you the respect that I ask you to give me and the other members of this class.

2. I will begin and end the class on time.  I will try to follow the schedule of lectures/lecture outlines as closely as possible.

3. I will be available to help you, but you must let me know that you need help.  I will be available during my scheduled office hours (and can often schedule appointments at other times), and will return emails promptly.  Please contact me when you first have a problem.  If you wait until it is too late, then it is too late! 

4. I will grade fairly and responsibly, returning your assignments to you in a timely manner.  My grading policy is outlined in the course syllabus.  If you have questions about your grade I will be happy to explain your assigned grade.  If you request another grade you must explain to me why.

5. I will follow and enforce the university policy on academic dishonesty, particularly with regards to cheating and plagiarism.

6. I will be receptive to and encourage constructive comments about my teaching and the course content.  I encourage you to contribute to the class.

7. I will do my best to help you, but I cannot learn the material for you.

Learning Outcomes and Assessment


Knowledge
Students will learn how spatial analysis is important in understanding the physical environment.

Students will be able to describe the Earth’s four spheres and the systems that make up the physical environment.

Students will learn to appreciate the physical environment in which you and others live.

Students will identify and define key terms and concepts relative to the physical landscape.

Students will recognize significant landforms and weather patterns.

Students will identify and explain basic facts, rules, principles, and laws in the biological and physical sciences.

Students will understand how the methods of scientific inquiry are used to obtain new scientific data and to advance the current level of knowledge.

Students will recognize the assumptions and limitations of science.

Students will recognize the role of science in human society and how scientific achievements affect everyday life.

· Assessment/Evaluation tool: class participation, in-class exercises, assignments, tests, final exam


Acquiring Knowledge
Students will recall information presented to them textually, cartographically and through numerical or graphical information.

Students will be introduced to sources of information in physical geography (maps, graphs, internet data)

Students will take comprehensive lecture notes during class.

Students will read supplementary material referenced in class.

· Assessment/Evaluation tool: class participation, in-class exercises, assignments, tests, final exam

            

Problem Solving Skills
Students will apply abstract concepts, such as the environmental lapse rate, to real-world situations

Students will assimilate knowledge from different parts of the course to understand the atmosphere, the ocean and the earth.

Students will demonstrate their knowledge by analyzing graphical and textual information.

Students will demonstrate their ability to apply facts to their understanding of the physical world around them.
· Assessment/Evaluation tool: class participation, in-class exercises, assignments, tests, final exam


Communicating Knowledge
Students will communicate the knowledge they have gained from different parts of the course to explain their physical environment and how it is changing.  Students will communicate their knowledge by reading and interpreting maps, graphical information, and text.
· Assessment/Evaluation tool: class participation, in-class exercises, assignments, tests, final exam

