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Three months ago, the once-popular rock group Franz, Arthur, Milton, and Evans (FAME) regrouped for their first performance together in 13 years. Following the well-received benefit concert, Evans revealed that he has decided to work with the group once again, primarily because Franz has kicked his drug habit and is now serious about making music. The four have already started recording a new album and have booked a major concert tour.

"We're gonna make a fantastic album," insisted 45-year-old David Franz, standing backstage after a recent concert. "We're gonna really show them what we can do!"

"Everybody's together again," Evans, 41, said as he relaxed with Steven Arthur in his dressing room between shows. "Can't be FAME if you don't have Franz..." He glanced over at the 42-year-old Arthur, who added, "It feels like we're a band again."

Franz spent eight months in a Texas jail last year following drug and illegal-weapon convictions. During that time he successfully overcame his addiction to cocaine. He was released seven months ago. "We got David back almost from the dead," said Graham Milton, 45. "This first year has been the big test for him and so far he's passed with flying colors."

Last month in L.A. the group began a recording that, if all goes as planned, will become the second FAME studio album. The group's only previous studio album was released 15 years ago. Attempts to record a follow-up ended abruptly when Neal Evans, upset by arguments within the group, walked out and, as Franz once put it, "never came back."


One hitch in the group's plans has come from H.H. Landhouse, president of Landhouse Records. Six weeks ago, Evans signed an exclusive two album, 2-year recording contract with Landhouse Records, and Landhouse doesn't want him appearing on a FAME CD unless it comes out on the Landhouse label. Franz, Arthur, and Milton are signed to exclusive contracts with Atlantic, each of which has three albums and three years remaining. Terry Trigano, president of Atlantic, wants any FAME CD to be released by Atlantic. According to Trigano, since three of the four are under Atlantic contracts, "It only makes sense to have a CD on the Atlantic label."

Landhouse's response, when he learned of Trigano's statement, was that, "If Franz, Arthur, and Milton want to make a CD with Neal Evans, that CD can only be made for me. I will not allow Neal Evans to make a CD for anybody else while he's under exclusive contract to me, and owes me two albums."

"I don't know how it's all going to work out," said Evans, "but I'm sure that the companies will figure it out. It's not my problem. We're gonna make an album anyway. No one can stop us from doing what we want. And then when it's done, it's done. Whatever happens to it after that, that's a business deal."

A few days ago, representatives of Atlantic Records and Landhouse Records agreed to discuss the FAME problem. Their meeting is scheduled for next week.
