
 
 

 

History Courses Fall 2006 
 
The classes listed below are available for History majors. The lecture-discussion classes may be 
enrolled in through regular registration. HIST 497 (Proseminar) and HIST 498 (Tutorial) require 
permission numbers from the instructors.  
 
The university has informed you that email is the official form of campus communication for 
information related to financial aid, registration, course changes, etc. You are responsible for 
activating your account. You may configure your CSUN account to automatically forward email 
to another preferred account. You can find information on how to activate your CSUN User ID 
and password by visiting http://www.csun.edu/helpdesk/stuact.html and can configure your mail 
forwarding by visiting the Campus Account Utility located at https://www.csun.edu/account. 
 
Please note that all Proseminars (HIST 497) and Tutorials (HIST 498) are RESTRICTED 
classes. This means that enrollment is by consent of the instructor only, and that you CANNOT 
enroll in them simply by asking for a permission number.You must personally contact the 
professor so that s/he can determine whether your enrollment is appropriate given the particular 
content, approach, requirements, and level of the course. Before contacting the professor, be sure 
you have read the description of the class provided below. The professor will then decide 
whether to give you a permission number. Also, since these courses fill up quickly, DO NOT 
wait until your registration date (or even later) to contact the professor. Do so as soon as you 
have determined that you wish to take the course. Following these procedures will assist both 
you and your professors. 
 
 

Lecture-Discussion Classes 
 
HIST 110 World History to 1500 

• MWF 9:00-9:50 SH 279 Professor Rachel Howes 
• M 1900-2145 JA 100 Professor Leslie Smithers 
• TR 8:00-9:15 SH 184 Professor Robert Tomlinson 
• TR 16:20-18:45 SH 268 Professor Michael Blodgett 

 
Introduction to major developments in world history from the emergence of complex societies to 
1500 CE. Examines processes of social, cultural, political, and economic change throughout this 
period, and emphasizes comparisons of, and interconnections between, major world civilizations 
in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. (Available for General Education, Social Sciences) 

http://www.csun.edu/helpdesk/stuact.html
https://www.csun.edu/account


HIST 111 World History since 1500 
• MWF 8:00-8:50 SH 186 Professor Michael Blodgett 
• TR 9:30-10:45 SH 268 Professor Donal O’Sullivan 

 
An introduction to the major developments in World History from 1500 to the Present.  The 
course examines the processes of social, cultural, economic, and political change throughout this 
period, and emphasizes the production of global cultures and reactions to them. (Available for 
General Education, Social Sciences) 
 
HIST 145 African Civilization to Modern Times TR 930-1045 SH 287 Professor Holloway 
 
Introduction to the history of the societies of sub-Saharan Africa, from the origin of humankind 
in East Africa to the Zulu Kingdom. Cross-listed with PAS 171. 
 
HIST 150 Western Civilization I  

• MWF 8:00-8:50 SQ 104 Professor Robert Cleve 
• MWF 1300-13:50 NA 101 Professor Robert Cleve 
• TR 9:30-10:45 OVO 25 Professor Clementine Oliver 

 
The roots of modern civilization in the West since 1500, with emphasis upon the historical 
development of basic elements of culture and problems of contemporary times (Available for 
General Education, Section F:1  and under the new GE program R, Section F Cultural Studies.) 
  
HIST 151 Western Civilization II 

• TR 11:00-12:15 SQ 104 Professor Jeffrey Auerbach 
• MWF 1300-13:50 SH 186 Professor Kathleen Addison 

 
Modern civilization in the West since 1500, with emphasis upon the historical development of 
the basic elements of culture and problems of contemporary times. (Available for General 
Education, Section F:1  and under the new GE program R, Section F Cultural Studies.) 
 
HIST 161 Survey of the History of Latin America  

• MWF 10:00-10:50 SH 288 Professor Michael Powelson 
• T 16:20-18:50 SH 268 Professor TBA 

 
A study of certain aspects of the culture and society of Latin America and an analysis of the 
relation of those aspects to the contemporary scene.  (Available for General Education, 
Comparative Cultural Studies.) 
 
HIST 192 History of Eastern Civilization II TR 9:30-10:45 SH 184 Professor Richard 
Horowitz 
 
A survey of modern eastern civilization from the coming of the West to the present. (Available 
for General Education, Comparative Cultural Studies.) 
 



HIST 210 History of the Jewish People MWF 12:00-12:50  SH 186 Professor Elaine 
Goodfriend 
 
A study of the Jewish people from their beginnings in the ancient Near East to the establishment 
of the modern state of Israel.  (Available for General Education, Comparative Cultural Studies.) 
 
HIST 270 The United States to 1865 

• MWF 11:00-11:50 NA 101 Professor Josh Ashenmiller 
• MWF 12:00-12:50 SH 184 Professor James Sefton 
• TR 6:30-7:45  SH 186 Professor Michael Ward 
• TR 11:00-12:15 SH 288 Professor TBA 

 
A survey of the political and social development of the United States through the Civil War.  
(Meets Title V requirement in American history, institutions, and ideals.) 
 
HIST 271 The United States since 1865 

• MWF 8:00-8:50 SH 184 Professor Brad Reynolds 
• MWF 10:00-10:50 SH 279 Professor Brad Reynolds 
• MWF 11:00-11:50  SH 184 Professor James Sefton 
• MWF 12:00-12:50 JA 100 Professor Brad Reynolds 
• T 19:00-21:45 JA 100 Professor TBA 
• TR 8:00-9:15 SH 186 Professor Michael Ward 

 
A survey of the political and social development of the United States since the Civil War.  
(Meets Title V requirement in American history, institutions, and ideals.) 
 
HIST 301 The Historian’s Craft: Reading, Research and Writing History  

• MWF 11:00-11:50 SH 288 Professor Nan Yamane 
• TR 11:00-12:15 SH 279 Professor Joyce Broussard 
• W 1900-2150  SH 186 Professor Nan Yamane 
• MWF 9:00-9:50 SH 184 Professor Merry Ovnick 

 
Normally open only to History majors. An introduction to the search for and criticism of 
historical sources, the issues and controversies concerning the interpretation of these sources, 
“schools” of historical interpretation, organizing the materials and data of research, and the 
rewards and pitfalls of historical writing. 
 
HIST 303 Themes in Western Civilization before 1500 

• MWF 10:00-10:50 SH 184 Professor Robert Cleve 
• TR 11:00-12:15 SH 268 Professor Frank Vatai 
• Tuesday 16:20-18:50 SH 184 Professor Frank Vatai 

 
Prerequisite:  Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  This class is intended to 
introduce upper division students to the concepts and unresolved problems that have shaped the 
development of Western Civilization prior to 1500. (Available for General Education, Section 
F:1  and under the new GE program R, Section F Cultural Studies.) 



HIST 304 Themes in Western Civilization after 1500 
• MWF 12:00-12:50 SH 279 Professor Tamas Ungvari 
• TR 12:30-13:45 SH 279 Professor TBA 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement. Themes in the institutional, 
political, socio-economic, and cultural development of Western Civilization. (Available for 
General Education, Section F:1  and under the new GE program R, Section F Cultural Studies.) 
 
HIST 305 Cultural History of the United States MWF 13:00-13:50 SH 279 Professor TBA 
 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  The American people’s 
evolving patterns of life in areas including religion, education, art, architecture and music, 
reading matter, sports, travel, family life, and, in recent times, motion pictures, radio and 
television. Emphasis is placed on the values and implications revealed by the range and 
popularity of cultural choices. (Available for General Education, Social Sciences.) 
 
HIST 305 Cultural History of the U.S. M 19:00-21:50 SH 279 Professor Thomas Devine 
 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement. This course will explore 
20th Century U.S. and Soviet Popular Culture from a comparative perspective. By examining 
mass produced novels and illustrations, public spectacles and expositions, theatrical productions, 
movies, songs, music, and radio and television programs, the course will consider the power of 
popular culture to influence politics, social movements, ideological preconceptions, and 
international relations.  In particular, we will focus on how popular culture reflected and shaped 
both American and Soviet perceptions of each other and the role popular culture played in the 
unfolding of and, perhaps, ending of the Cold War.  The course will employ a variety of teaching 
methods including in-class debates, multi-media presentations, small group discussions, and 
interactive lectures. Requirements will include active participation in class discussion, an essay-
based midterm and final, two short (5-7 page) papers, and occasional reading quizzes or short 
writing assignments.  For non-history majors, this course will count toward fulfilling the Social 
Sciences section of the GE curriculum. 
 
HIST 341 Modern Europe since 1815  

• MWF 11:00-11:50 SH 268 Professor Michael Meyer  
• Th 1620-1845 SH 186 Professor TBA  

 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  Institutions, culture, and 
political development of Europe from the Congress of Vienna to the present day. (Available for 
General Education, Social Sciences) 
 
HIST 342 Contemporary World History since 1945 Th 1900-2145 SH 184 Professor 
Michael Powelson 

Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  Analysis of the post-World 
War II evolving civilization which focuses on the changing relationships between the Euro-
centric cultures and the developing “Third World” countries, as well as the emerging nations of 
the former communist bloc. (Available for General Education, Social Sciences) 



HIST 349A Women in American History through 1848 
• MWF 1000-1050 SH 268  
• TR 930-1045 SH 279 Professor Joyce Broussard 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement. Survey of women’s roles 
and status through 1848.  (Available for General Education, Section F.3, Comparative Cultural 
Studies or the new GE R Plan, Section F Cultural Studies) 
 
HIST 349B Women in American History since 1848 MWF 1300-1350 SH 267 Professor 
Nan Yamane 

Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement. Survey of women’s roles 
and status since 1848.  (Available for General Education, Section F.3, Comparative Cultural 
Studies or the new GE R Plan,  Section F Cultural Studies) 

HIST 350 History of Women TR 800-915 SH 268 Professor TBA 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  Roles and contributions of 
women from ancient times to the present.  Special emphasis is given to the development of 
women’s movements from the 18th century to the present. (Available for General Education, 
Social Sciences) 

HIST 356 Anti-Semitism in Europe W 1620-1850 SH 268 Professor Tamas Ungvari 
Anti-Semitism encompasses attitudes, legal formulations, artistic references, and actions toward 
the Jews in the context of European history and in relationship to the evolution Jewish identity. 

HIST 369 History of American Indians 
• TR 1100-1215 SH 386 Professor Michael Ward 
• TR 1400-1515 SH 279 Professor Thomas Andrews 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  Roles and contributions of 
women from ancient times to the present.  Interaction of White and Indian, as well as Indian and 
Indian, in the U.S. from colonial times to the present.  (Available for General Education, Section 
F:3 Comparative Cultural Studies or the new GE R Plan, Section F Cultural Studies) 

HIST 371 Problems in American History: 1865 to Present  
• MWF 9:00-9:50 SH 186 Professor Megan Barnhart 
• TR 930-1045 SH 310 Professor TBA 
• TR 1230-1345 Room TBA Professor TBA 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of the lower division writing requirement.  Exploration of the political 
and social themes of the history of the United States with emphasis given to examining 
conflicting ideas about such issues as Progressivism, the New Deal, Workers in an Industrial 
Age, the Immigrant Experience, the United States as a world power as well as questions of 
Gender, Race and Class over time. (Meets Title V requirement in American History, Institutions, 
and Ideals. 



400 level Lecture-Discussion Classes 
 
HIST 406 The Jews in the Ancient World MWF 1000-1050 SH 186 Professor Elaine 
Goodfriend 
 
Political and social history of the Jewish people from their nomadic beginnings to the destruction 
of the 2nd Temple in 70 A.D. 
 
HIST 410 Ancient Greek World TR 1400-1515 SH 184 Professor Frank Vatai 
 
Mediterranean world from the rise of Greek civilization to the conquest of Greece by Rome. 
 
HIST 438 Traditional India from Antiquity to 1526 Th 1900-2145 SH184 Professor Shiva 
Bajpai 
 
History and culture of the Indian sub-continent from antiquity to the establishment of the Mughal 
Empire in 1526.  This course will be of particular value to students pursuing a secondary 
teaching credential and students interested in teaching World History at the junior college level. 
 
HIST 444 The Renaissance and the Reformation TR 12:30-1:45 SH 288 Professor 
Clementine Oliver 
 
Though historians have traditionally understood the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as the great 
age of the Renaissance and the Reformation, and thus as a radical break from Europe’s medieval 
past, we will take a different approach to the period after the Black Death, tracing the 
continuities as well as the shifts, examining the life of the low as well as the world of high 
society, culture, religion, and politics. We will consider some of the most celebrated writers from 
this period alongside the lives of peasants so that we might examine our own understanding of 
modernity and our assumptions about historical periods.  We will ask of Machiavelli, of More, of 
Erasmus, of Montaigne, “How do their ideas of the future affect our understanding of the past?” 
 
HIST 446 19th Century Europe M 1900-2145 SH 184 Professor Michael Meyer 
 
Europe from the Congress of Vienna to the opening years of the 20th century. 
 
HIST 449 Russia to 1905 MWF 9-950 SH 268 Professor Kathleen Addison 
 
Russia gives us a fascinating juxtaposition of ideas from the historical perspective. On the one 
hand, it is part of the European spectrum almost by default (and, some would argue, incorrectly 
so); yet on the other, it is quite alien to the European mentality, largely by exclusion from some 
of the defining cultural and political experiences in the European panorama. There has, therefore, 
been a tendency to see Russia as “backwards” by comparison with its European counterparts 
across various realms: culturally, politically, religiously, economically. However, these can 
perhaps be better explained by understanding the roots of its origin in the Kievan Rus’ period. 
This course will examine those roots and place them in context: From the foundations of the state 
of Rus’ (modern day Ukraine), its interactions with both the East (via Constantinople) and the 



West (particularly the Hanseatic League in the North), and formation of the Russian Empire. The 
glory of the Muscovite State set it apart with glittering onion-dome churches that entranced 
western eyes, and in turn brought these two cultures together as Russia began to follow Western 
modes of living, including the construction under Peter the Great of the “Window on the West,” 
Saint Petersburg. Later, Catherine the Great followed that path trying to bring Russia into the 
Age of Enlightenment, Napoleon inspired Russia to rise to Nationalism, and then the close of the 
19th century brought an era of crisis. We will explore the great epics of Russian history through 
text, music, art, literature, and film 
 
HIST 461 Latin America: The Colonial Period MWF 1300-1350 SH 184 Professor Michael 
Powelson 
 
Formation of the Spanish and Portuguese empires in Latin America, tracing the development of 
society, government, and culture. 
 
HIST 473A The United States: Civil War and Reconstruction MWF 9-950 SH 288 
Professor James Sefton 
 
Social, economic, and political origins of sectionalism; the Civil War and its legacy to later 
generations. 
 
HIST 473B: The United States 1877-1920 MWF 11-11:50 SH 279 Professor Merry Ovnick 
 
Interpretive survey of the political, cultural, diplomatic, and social history of the United States 
during the Gilded Age and Progressive Era through World War I. 
 
HIST 474A The United States 1920-1960 Wednesday 1900-2145 SH 184 Professor Josh 
Ashenmiller 
 
Interpretive survey of the political, cultural, diplomatic, and social history of the United States 
from the end of World War I through the election of John Kennedy. 
 
HIST 477 The Popular Arts and American History W 1900-2145 SH 186 Professor Leslie 
Smithers 
 
An exploration of 19th and 20th century U.S. history through the lens of the popular arts.  By 
examining mass produced novels and illustrations, theatrical productions, movies, songs, music, 
and radio and television programs, the course considers the power of the popular arts to 
influences politics, cultural developments, social movements, and international relations.  Instead 
of approaching these materials as idle diversions to be consumed and discarded, we consider 
them as works that can repay serious analysis and interpretation. 



HIST 485B Central America/United States Relations in the Twentieth Century: From 
“Inevitable Revolutions” to “Close Encounters of Empire.”  

• TR 11-12:15 SH 184 Professor Susan Fitzpatrick-Behrens 
• Tuesday 1900 SH  279 Professor Susan Fitzpatrick-Behrens 

 
This course will take as a point of departure the claim that it is impossible to understand the 
history of either Central America or the United States in the twentieth century without analyzing 
relations between them.  The United States has in some measure defined its place in the world 
through its efforts to impose political, economic, and cultural control over Central America.  
From the Monroe doctrine through the Cold War to Low-Intensity-Conflict US policies in 
Central America reflected and reinforced the United States’ position as a global power.  For their 
part, the people of Central America have fought for autonomy and in doing so have revealed, 
often at enormous costs to themselves, the contradictions between the United States’ claim to be 
a “Good Neighbor” and the reality of its imposition.  We will focus on key shifts in US/Central 
American relations and examine how social actors (indigenous people, workers, teachers, 
politicians, businesspeople, clergy) directly and indirectly shaped these policies through their 
actions.  Thus we will examine Central American Resistance Movements in the 1930s, Cold War 
Culture and Conflict in the 1940s and 1950s, Revolutionary Movements in the 1960s and 1970s, 
Low-Intensity-Conflict in the 1980s, Mass Migration in the 1990s, and Free Trade Agreements 
in the new millennium. 
 
HIST 488 California TR 930-1045 SH 186 Professor Josh Sides 
  
Political, economic, social, and intellectual growth of California from Spanish times to the 
present, with emphasis on current characteristics and problems. 
 
HIST 490 Traditional China TR 1230-1345 SH 184 Professor Richard Horowitz 
 
Study of the political, economic, and social history of China from antiquity to the fall of the 
Ming dynasty in 1644. 
 
HIST 496AQ A Political and Intellectual History of the Medieval Middle East MWF 11-
1150 SH186 Professor Rachel Howes 
 
This course will trace Islamic conceptions of government, law, religion, science and literature in 
the Middle East in the Early Islamic period (600-1258CE).  This course will then examine the 
effect that these conceptions had on the Muslim community and on the communities of 
conquered peoples in the Middle East in this period.    We will be focusing on a combination of 
modern and medieval scholarship concerning this period.  Students will be expected to write a 
series of short papers, a midterm paper, and a final paper.   



HIST 496EH Environmental History of the U.S TR 1230-1345 SH 268 Professor Thomas 
Andrews 
 
This course surveys the environmental history of what is now the United States from the 
fifteenth century to the present.  You will learn not only about changes in the American 
environment, but also much about the ideological and political development of conservation, 
preservation, and environmentalism in the United States; the role of natural resources in 
American economic and geographic expansion; transformations in the American landscape since 
the 1400s; and the ways in which some segments of the American population have benefited 
from the control of nature at the expense of other groups. By its very nature, environmental 
history is an interdisciplinary field.  Throughout the semester, we will therefore approach the 
topic via ecological science, history, geography, art history, literature, and other lenses, for each 
of these disciplines provide us with valuable tools for making sense of the pat, present, and 
future of the American environment.  Our goal in this course will be to integrate these various 
insights to form a coherent yet nuanced understanding of relationships between people and 
nature over time.  Course lectures and readings will present multiple interpretations of these 
relationships; you do not need to consider yourself an environmentalist (or an anti-
environmentalist) to enjoy this course. Interested students can view last year's syllabus and 
assignments at:  https://www.csun.edu/~ta3584/hist496eh.htm. 
 
 

Proseminars (497) and Tutorials (498) 
 
HIST 497A Militarism in Latin America TR 930-1045 SH 288 Professor Susan Fitzpatrick-
Behrens 
 
It is possible to argue that understanding twentieth-century Latin America requires an 
examination of the military and its role in society.  The Church and the military have been the 
most powerful and permanent institutions in Latin American countries and have asserted their 
control over populations through violent and non-violent means throughout the twentieth 
century.  Yet the military has also viewed itself as a reformist institution whose role was to save 
society during periods of political corruption and ineptitude.  This course will examine military 
regimes, counter-insurgency groups, U.S. intervention, responses to violence, and systematic 
surveillance.  The first six weeks of the class will be devoted to general reading and research on 
the topic of militarism in Latin America.  Each week ALL students must read the assigned text.  
Two students will present the text and guide the discussion.  Two students will read a 
complementary article, present it to the class, and explain its relationship to the assigned text.  
Three students will find and present primary source material related to one of the themes of the 
class on the topic of the week.  The themes we address will include, but not be limited to military 
ideology, revolutionary ideology, popular participation, global interests and funding, economic 
interests, gender, and human rights.  The second part of the class will be devoted to developing 
your research papers.  

https://www.csun.edu/~ta3584/hist496eh.htm


HIST 497D The Russian Revolution M 1900-2145 SH186 Professor Kathleen Addison 
 
As the culmination of myriad social, political, and economic events in 1905, the first Russian 
revolution dealt with a crisis of authority requiring Tsar Nicholas II to make significant political 
concessions that, some argue, spelled the end of Russian autocracy and predestined the more 
well-known revolution of 1917. This seminar will examine primarily the Soviet phase of the 
Revolution, ending with the ascension to power of Joseph Stalin, but will also explore the roots 
of dissension extending throughout all levels of society that was otherwise seemingly immune 
from politics at the top. How did the Bolsheviks come to power in the first place? How did they 
maintain power once in place? How did party politics between Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin propel 
Russia along a trajectory that deviated so far from the original ideals? How did Stalin’s seizure 
of power to extend the “Dictatorship of the Proletariat” to turn so far to the dark side; and more 
importantly, how did Russian society allow this to happen? The road to Communism led by the 
Bolshevik segment of the revolution was not so clear-cut, nor did it develop as the initial 
revolutionary party members had envisioned. In later years its “mission statement” was adjusted 
to reflect political reality, or, some would argue, to avert speculation as to the failure of the big 
experiment. We will examine the formation of class and social tensions resulting in the “dress 
rehearsal” revolution of 1905, or whether indeed this can be considered a “dress rehearsal;” how 
that revolution was not truly averted, but only delayed; and the examining the spectrum of the 
Revolution of 1917 (initiated in February), the challenge of different polities within Russian 
society seeking power (the Coalition government of Aleksandr Kerenskii), before the rise to 
power of the Bolshevik Party in October 1917. It will follow the establishment of the Soviet 
system of government, and ultimately end with Joseph Stalin’s establishment of a dictatorship 
under the auspices of party politics in preparation for war. This one event has provided a 
significant body of historiographic debate, which we will explore from a number of different 
perspectives. Sources for this seminar include biographical, political narrative from several 
perspectives (traditional and “neo-revisionist”), as well as primary sources (in translation).  
 
HIST 497E History of American Institutions MWF 12-12:50 SH 288 Professor Nan 
Yamane 
 
This proseminar will explore a variety of institutions in the United States – from asylums and 
prisons to slavery, movie studios, schools, the press, and marriage – to understand how 
institutional power has been brokered in the United States. Students will fashion topics that 
reflect individual interests, though we will meet to discuss issues of power, with readings 
focused around various aspects of American institutions from the Colonial to Contemporary 
Eras. Though readings will be revised for next term, please visit www.yamasun.com for basic 
information regarding class design and requirements. 
 
History 497S Gender and Sexuality in American Entertainment Culture, 1850 to the 21st 
Century T 1620-1850 SH 186 Professor Leslie Smithers 
  
This proseminar will explore how gender and sexuality have been variously constructed through 
the media.  Students will investigate through reading and research how American female and 
male stereotypes have been shaped by the changes taking place in our media (i.e. art, print, 
music, photography, and film). As a group we will ask the question of how these changes, over 
time, have altered our idea of the classic American female and male – from Captain Ahab to 

www.yamasun.com


Deadeye Dick; from Jean Harlow to Madonna; from John Wayne to Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy. For more information as to structure and requirements, email leslie.smothers@csun.edu. 
 
HIST 498C Photography as a Historical Resource M 1400-1700 SH288 Dr. James Sefton 
 
 In this course, students learn to interpret and use photographs as a source of political, social, and 
cultural information about the particular society and time period depicted.  A variety of examples 
of important historical photography from the 19th and 20th centuries, including the Crimean 
War, the Civil War, the Depression era as recorded by the Farm Security Administration, and 
other bodies of work will be analyzed and interpreted in class.  The early history of photography 
and the development of photographic processes such as the daguerreotype, as well as the way 
those processes facilitated and limited the political and cultural uses of photography, will be 
covered.  Students will also prepare photo essays on subjects of historical importance around Los 
Angeles or Southern California, which will involve writing short essays and doing the 
photography that illustrates them.  Access to 35MM camera and some elementary knowledge of 
its use is important.  However, advanced photographic skills are not required.  The class will 
include necessary assistance with camera technique so that students' skills improve during the 
semester.  The course is appropriate for the general History major and particularly useful to those 
interested in archival work, public relations, and teaching. 
 
HIST 498C Modern European Intellectual/Cultural History W 1400-1700 SH 279 Professor 
Michael Meyer 
 
This is a tutorial/seminar in European Cultural and Intellectual History from the Enlightenment 
to the present in broad historical context.  The class will read Stromberg, European Intellectual 
History Since 1789.  After the common reading each student will concentrate on a topic (drawn 
from a few chapters in the survey and additional readings) for a report.  Finally, a paper will be 
required which can be on cultural history, intellectual history or on an art or ideology in general 
historical context (i.e. “Beethoven and the Romantic Revolution”, The Roots of the Nazi Mind”, 
“Hegel and the French Revolution”, “Wagner and the anti-Semitic Imagination”, “Nietzsche and 
post-Modernism”, “World War I and Existentialism: Sartre”, “The Spanish Civil War as a 
Laboratory of Applied Ideology”, “The Fall of the Berlin Wall: An End of History?”, “The End 
of Humanism in an Age of Genetic Engineering and the Internet?”. 
 
HIST 498C Animals in America: Environmental and Cultural Histories of Human and 
Non-Human Creatures T 1900-2145 SH 186 Professor Thomas Andrews 
 
This seminar explores the emerging field of animal history. Reading works and viewing films on 
wolves, horses, penguins, grizzly bears, dogs, dolphins, livestock, birds, rats, and, of course, 
human beings, we will ponder the shifting relationships between people and other creatures. By 
the end of the semester, you will have pondered questions great and small: How have images and 
discourses about animals informed American race thinking? How have Americans projected 
their own fantasies, needs, and fears onto other creatures? And how have animals changed the 
course of human history? This tutorial requires special permission to enter. Interested students 
should e-mail Dr. Andrews at thomas.andrews@csun.edu. I will only give out permission 
numbers after personal conversations with all interested students. 
 

mailto:leslie.smothers@csun.edu


HIST 498C Gender and Religion in American History Th 1900-2145 SH 288 Professor 
Joyce L. Broussard 
 
The focus of this colloquium is on the interplay of gender and religion in American history as 
well as the nation’s hellfire fascination with sin and evil. Among the topics explored are the 
following: witch trials, dissenting women, and religious persecution; African-inspired 
Christianity, enslaved female divines, and the “Myth of Ham;” the Founding Fathers, frontier 
revivalism, and muscular Christianity; female preachers, patriarchal priests, and polygamous 
saints; God’s daughters, born-again bodies starving for salvation, and ungodly women; and 
moral Christianity, Gays, and Christian fundamentalism.  Special attention, moreover, will be 
paid to the impact of gender, religion, sin, and salvation on American law.   Students will read 
and discuss appropriate literature, write précis on selected books, frame a research proposal, 
conduct a literature review, and produce a historiographic essay. 
 
HIST 498C Readings in Atlantic Economic History W 1900-2145 SH 268 Professor Chris 
Magra 
  
Do you like coffee? Have you ever wondered where it comes from, how it is produced, and who 
produced it? Do you like sugar in your coffee? Since the mid-fifteenth century, the Atlantic 
Ocean has provided the corridor for fundamental exchanges of commodities, technologies, and 
workers. The dramatic transoceanic navigations of the fifteenth century brought four continents 
and three races into interaction where there had been little or no exchange before. This course 
explores the origin and development of the Atlantic economy - a vast Atlantic circuit of exotic 
and mundane trade goods that included coffee, sugar, chocolate, wines, tobacco, fish, and furs. It 
examines developments in maritime technology that facilitated trade, colonization, the 
production and distribution of commodities, consumption, European-Amerindian trade networks, 
European-African trade networks, slavery and the trans-Atlantic slave trade, the transition to 
capitalism, and industrialization. We will study the history of the Atlantic economy in a 
comparative way that will help us better understand how these critical historical developments 
occurred throughout this important region – developments that shaped the modern world to this 
very day. This course will provide those interested in the history of North America, Latin 
America, Africa, and Europe with a relatively newer, broader context for understanding their 
respective regions. At the same time, the course will demonstrate different ways to do economic 
history.  


