
 
 

 

Fall 2006 History Courses for Masters Students 
 
The classes listed below are available for graduate students. Please note that all 500-600 level 
courses are RESTRICTED classes. This means that enrollment is by consent of the instructor 
only. You must personally contact the professor so that s/he can determine whether your 
enrollment is appropriate given the particular content, approach, requirements, and level of the 
course. Before contacting the professor, be sure you have read the description of the class 
provided below. The professor will then decide whether to give you a permission number. 
 
Please obtain permission numbers from the instructors and register as soon as possible. These 
courses fill up quickly, so do not wait until your registration date (or even later) to contact the 
professor. If you wait until the end of August to register, the permission number may no longer 
be valid and you will have to request a new one for a course that may be full. After the middle of 
August, classes that have low enrollments may also be canceled. Please save yourself and the 
department a good deal of problems by registering before the middle of August. 
 
The university has informed you that email is the official form of campus communication for 
information related to financial aid, registration, course changes, etc. You are responsible for 
activating your account. You may configure your CSUN account to automatically forward email 
to another preferred account. You can find information on how to activate your CSUN User ID 
and password by visiting http://www.csun.edu/helpdesk/stuact.html and can configure your mail 
forwarding by visiting the Campus Account Utility located at https://www.csun.edu/account. 
 

400-Level Lecture-Discussion Classes 
 
Please note that graduate students may take up to nine units of 400-level history classes, 
provided there is not a graduate-level equivalent. 
 
HIST 410: Ancient Greek World. TR 1400-1515 SH 184 Professor Vatai 
 
Mediterranean world from the rise of Greek civilization to the conquest of Greece by Rome. 
 
HIST 438: Traditional India from Antiquity to 1526. Th 1900-2145 SH184 Professor Bajpai 
 
History and culture of the Indian sub-continent from antiquity to the establishment of the Mughal 
Empire in 1526. This course will be of particular value to students pursuing a secondary teaching 
credential and students interested in teaching World History at the junior college level. 
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HIST 444: The Renaissance and the Reformation. TR 1230-1345 SH 288 Professor Oliver 
 
Though historians have traditionally understood the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as the great 
age of the Renaissance and the Reformation, and thus as a radical break from Europe’s medieval 
past, we will take a different approach to the period after the Black Death, tracing the 
continuities as well as the shifts, examining the life of the low as well as the world of high 
society, culture, religion, and politics. We will consider some of the most celebrated writers from 
this period alongside the lives of peasants so that we might examine our own understanding of 
modernity and our assumptions about historical periods.  We will ask of Machiavelli, of More, of 
Erasmus, of Montaigne, “How do their ideas of the future affect our understanding of the past?” 
 
HIST 446: 19th Century Europe. M 1900-2145 SH 184 Professor Meyer 
 
Europe from the Congress of Vienna to the opening years of the 20th century. 
 
HIST 449: Russia to 1905. MWF 9-950 SH 268 Professor Kathleen Addison 
 
Russia gives us a fascinating juxtaposition of ideas from the historical perspective. On the one 
hand, it is part of the European spectrum almost by default (and, some would argue, incorrectly 
so); yet on the other, it is quite alien to the European mentality, largely by exclusion from some 
of the defining cultural and political experiences in the European panorama. There has, therefore, 
been a tendency to see Russia as “backwards” by comparison with its European counterparts 
across various realms: culturally, politically, religiously, economically. However, these can 
perhaps be better explained by understanding the roots of its origin in the Kievan Rus’ period. 
This course will examine those roots and place them in context: From the foundations of the state 
of Rus’ (modern day Ukraine), its interactions with both the East (via Constantinople) and the 
West (particularly the Hanseatic League in the North), and formation of the Russian Empire. The 
glory of the Muscovite State set it apart with glittering onion-dome churches that entranced 
western eyes, and in turn brought these two cultures together as Russia began to follow Western 
modes of living, including the construction under Peter the Great of the “Window on the West,” 
Saint Petersburg. Later, Catherine the Great followed that path trying to bring Russia into the 
Age of Enlightenment, Napoleon inspired Russia to rise to Nationalism, and then the close of the 
19th century brought an era of crisis. We will explore the great epics of Russian history through 
text, music, art, literature, and film 
 
HIST 473A: The United States: Civil War and Reconstruction. MWF 9-950 SH 288 
Professor Sefton 
 
Social, economic, and political origins of sectionalism; the Civil War and its legacy to later 
generations. 
 
HIST 473B: The United States 1877-1920. MWF 11-11:50 SH 279 Professor Ovnick 
 
Interpretive survey of the political, cultural, diplomatic, and social history of the United States 
during the Gilded Age and Progressive Era through World War I. 
 



HIST 474A: The United States: 1920-1960. W 1900-2145 SH 184 Professor Ashenmiller 
  
An interpretive survey of the political, cultural, diplomatic, and social history of the United 
States from the end of World War I through the election of John Kennedy. 
 
HIST 477: The Popular Arts and American History. W 1900-2145 SH 186 Professor Smithers 
  
An exploration of 19th and 20th century U.S. history through the lens of the popular arts. By 
examining mass produced novels and illustrations, theatrical productions, movies, songs, music, 
and radio and television programs, the course considers the power of the popular arts to 
influences politics, cultural developments, social movements, and international relations. Instead 
of approaching these materials as idle diversions to be consumed and discarded, we consider 
them as works that can repay serious analysis and interpretation. 
 
HIST 485B: Central America/United States Relations in the Twentieth Century: From 
“Inevitable Revolutions” to “Close Encounters of Empire.” TR 11-1215 SH 184 or T 1900-
2145 SH 279 Professor Fitzpatrick-Behrens 
 
This course will take as a point of departure the claim that it is impossible to understand the 
history of either Central America or the United States in the twentieth century without analyzing 
relations between them.  The United States has in some measure defined its place in the world 
through its efforts to impose political, economic, and cultural control over Central America.  
From the Monroe doctrine through the Cold War to Low-Intensity-Conflict US policies in 
Central America reflected and reinforced the United States’ position as a global power.  For their 
part, the people of Central America have fought for autonomy and in doing so have revealed, 
often at enormous costs to themselves, the contradictions between the United States’ claim to be 
a “Good Neighbor” and the reality of its imposition.  We will focus on key shifts in US/Central 
American relations and examine how social actors (indigenous people, workers, teachers, 
politicians, businesspeople, clergy) directly and indirectly shaped these policies through their 
actions.  Thus we will examine Central American Resistance Movements in the 1930s, Cold War 
Culture and Conflict in the 1940s and 1950s, Revolutionary Movements in the 1960s and 1970s, 
Low-Intensity-Conflict in the 1980s, Mass Migration in the 1990s, and Free Trade Agreements 
in the new millennium. 
 
HIST 488: California. TR 930-1045 SH 186 Professor Sides 
  
Political, economic, social, and intellectual growth of California from Spanish times to the 
present, with emphasis on current characteristics and problems. 
 
HIST 490: Traditional China. TR 1230-1345 SH 184 Professor Horowitz 
 
Study of the political, economic, and social history of China from antiquity to the fall of the 
Ming dynasty in 1644. 



HIST 496AQ: A Political and Intellectual History of the Medieval Middle East. MWF 11-
1150 SH186 Professor Howes 
 
This course will trace Islamic conceptions of government, law, religion, science, and literature in 
the Middle East in the Early Islamic period (600-1258CE). This course will then examine the 
effect that these conceptions had on the Muslim community and on the communities of 
conquered peoples in the Middle East in this period. We will be focusing on a combination of 
modern and medieval scholarship concerning this period. Students will be expected to write a 
series of short papers, a midterm paper, and a final paper.   
 
HIST 496EH: Environmental History of the U.S. TR 1230-1345 SH 268 Professor Andrews 
 
This course surveys the environmental history of what is now the United States from the 
fifteenth century to the present.  You will learn not only about changes in the American 
environment, but also much about the ideological and political development of conservation, 
preservation, and environmentalism in the United States; the role of natural resources in 
American economic and geographic expansion; transformations in the American landscape since 
the 1400s; and the ways in which some segments of the American population have benefited 
from the control of nature at the expense of other groups. 
 
By its very nature, environmental history is an interdisciplinary field. Throughout the semester, 
we will therefore approach the topic via ecological science, history, geography, art history, 
literature, and other lenses, for each of these disciplines provide us with valuable tools for 
making sense of the pat, present, and future of the American environment. Our goal in this 
course will be to integrate these various insights to form a coherent yet nuanced understanding of 
relationships between people and nature over time. Course lectures and readings will present 
multiple interpretations of these relationships; you do not need to consider yourself an 
environmentalist (or an anti-environmentalist) to enjoy this course. Interested students can view 
last year's syllabus and assignments at: https://www.csun.edu/~ta3584/hist496eh.htm
 
 

Graduate Colloquia and Research Seminars 
 
HIST 505: Archival Theory and Methods. T 1620-1850 SH 279 Professor Marshall 
 
History 505 is intended to provide graduate students in history and related fields in the social 
sciences an option within their discipline for career advancement.  History 505 is the first of a 
four-course sequence leading to a minor subject area in the Department of History.  The course 
will introduce students to the essentials of archival administration.  Topics include archival 
theory, the history of archives in the United States, development of collecting policies, 
techniques for preserving historic materials, arrangement and description of collections, relations 
with donors, access for researchers, legal questions, and educational and outreach program. 

https://www.csun.edu/~ta3584/hist496eh.htm


HIST 508: Practicum in Archival Administration. TBA Professor Robert Marshall 
 
This is the final course in the archival option sequence. This hands-on experience is intended to 
better prepare students to enter the archival and related professions. The practicum can be taken 
throughout the year after consultation with the instructor. Reading assignments will depend upon 
the specific project chosen by each student. Off-site reading assignments will be worked out with 
individual site-supervisors.  
 
Students will choose among several archival experience options which include arrangement and 
description of manuscript or photographic collections, exhibition of historic materials, 
automation and cataloging of manuscript collections, conservation of paper, oral history 
interviewing, and web page design. Practicum experiences will be available at several 
repositories and location sites under the supervision of the archives administrator. Potential 
archival institutions and repositories include the Center for Photojournalism and Visual History, 
CSUN; Natchez Historical Society, Natchez Mississippi; San Fernando Valley Heritage Network 
Historical Societies; DeamWorks Studios, Getty Research Institute, and Institutional Archives, 
Los Angeles; St. Vincent Medical Center Historical Conservancy, Los Angeles; Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles, and other archival repositories and collections that are 
members of the LA as Subject Archives Forum. Practicums available at the University Library 
include Special Collections, University Archives, and the Urban Archives Center.   
 
Continued internships under HIST 599/699 (both "paid" and "for grade only" internships are 
offered each semester) are also options students should take advantage of to help expand their 
experiences working in an archival setting and building their resumes for post-graduate 
employment.  There are several repositories in the Los Angeles area that work with the History 
Department and the Archives Special Focus Area of study.  Handouts regarding internships will 
be handed out in class and e-mailed to all students on my Archives Student Listserv. You may 
also want to contact Professors Robert G. Marshall and Merry Ovnick directly for more 
information through the History Department office.  
   
HIST 563: Militarism in Latin America. T 1620-1850 SH 279 Professor Fitzpatrick-Behrens 
 
This seminar is designed to introduce students to the relationship among the military, the state, 
and society in Latin America.  It is possible to argue that the military has been the most 
important, powerful, and permanent institution in Latin America. Its importance has derived not 
from its role in large scale wars in opposition to external enemies, but from its assertion of 
political control over civilian governments, its violent repression of internal social movements, 
and its domination over economic resources.  This seminar is designed to analyze when, where, 
how, and why this happened.  We will read general theories about the role of the military in 
society, specific case studies of militarism in Latin America, and distinct analyses of insurgent 
movements.  The reading will include both primary and secondary source material.  Needless to 
say, our goal is not to establish a definitive thesis about militarism in Latin America but to begin 
to grasp the questions and issues associated with the topic. 



HIST 576: Colloquium in U.S. Foreign Policy and the Cold War. W 1400-1645 SH 288 
Professor Maddux 
 
Discussion of the major topics in the history of the United States and the Cold War, including the 
origins of the Cold War, the Korean Conflict, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Détente, and the end of 
the Cold War, as well as prominent figures such as Stalin, Truman, Eisenhower, Nixon, 
Kissinger, and Reagan.  Emphasis is on the reading and discussion of secondary interpretations 
and historiography. 
 
HIST 581: Animals in America: Environmental and Cultural Histories of Human and Non-
Human Creatures. T 1900-2145 SH 186 Professor Andrews 
 
This seminar explores the emerging field of animal history.  Reading works and viewing films on 
wolves, horses, penguins, grizzly bears, dogs, dolphins, livestock, birds, rats, and, of course, 
human beings, we will ponder the shifting relationships between people and other creatures.  By 
the end of the semester, you will have pondered questions great and small:  How have images 
and discourses about animals informed American race thinking?  How have Americans projected 
their own fantasies, needs, and fears onto other creatures?  And how have animals changed the 
course of human history?   This seminar requires special permission to enter.  Interested students 
should e-mail Prof. Andrews at thomas.andrews@csun.edu.  I will only give out permission 
numbers after personal conversations with all interested students. 
 
HIST 583: U.S. Political and Intellectual History, 1760-1820. Th 1900-2145 SH 268 
Professor Devine 

This colloquium will explore the creation of the United States and the complex dynamics that 
shaped American society and culture in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. We 
will begin by examining political and intellectual trends in the British colonies in mainland North 
America from approximately 1760, and then proceed to investigate in some detail the causes and 
consequences of the American Revolution. Historians have long debated the Revolution’s 
purpose and significance, and we will look at different sides of this enduring controversy.  In 
particular, we will weigh the question of whether the ratification of the federal Constitution 
represented the fulfillment, repudiation, or modification of the original Spirit of ‘76. We will also 
evaluate the patriots’ efforts to establish a properly “virtuous” republican form of political 
economy and take into account how republican ideals and economic realities shaped the new 
nation’s foreign policy.  Finally, we will consider whether the new federal system worked the 
way its framers intended, paying special attention to why political controversies in the early 
Republic proved so vicious. We will conclude with an analysis of how much the American 
political order and American cultural norms had changed between 1760 and 1820.  Requirements 
will include active participation in weekly discussions, a semester project on a subject of the 
student’s choosing, and a final synthetic essay that addresses the major themes of the course. If 
you are interested in enrolling in this colloquium, please email Prof. Devine at 
tom.devine@csun.edu at your earliest convenience.  A reading list will be posted at 
www.csun.edu/~twd61312/583syl.htm before the end of the spring semester 

mailto:tom.devine@csun.edu
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HIST 586: Gender and Religion in American History. Th 1900-2145 SH 288 Professor 
Broussard 
 
The focus of this colloquium is on the interplay of gender and religion in American history as 
well as the nation’s hellfire fascination with sin and evil.  Among the topics explored are the 
following: witch trials, dissenting women, and religious persecution; African-inspired 
Christianity, enslaved female divines, and the “Myth of Ham;” the Founding Fathers, frontier 
revivalism, and muscular Christianity; female preachers, patriarchal priests, and polygamous 
saints; God’s daughters, born-again bodies starving for salvation, and ungodly women; and 
moral Christianity, Gays, and Christian fundamentalism.  Special attention, moreover, will be 
paid to the impact of gender, religion, sin, and salvation on American law.   Students will read 
and discuss appropriate literature, write précis on selected books, frame a research proposal, 
conduct a literature review, and produce a historiographic essay. 
 
HIST 596A: Middle East History. M 1620-1850 SH 186 Professor Howes 
 
This course is intended to be a discussion of historical and historiographical problems in the 
study of the Middle East from 600 to the present. The idea is to give graduate students with 
varying backgrounds a taste of the issues that historians of the Middle East face. Some issues 
that we will deal with this semester include: The Orientalism Debate (Edward Said and Bernard 
Lewis); The Clash of Cultures versus the End of History (Samuel Huntington and Francis 
Fukuyama); Women in the Islamic Tradition: Was Muhammad a Feminist; Cairo: An Islamic 
City; Algeria and Egypt: The different faces of colonialism; Iraq: Neo-Colonialism or Newfound 
Democracy?  The course will deal with equal proportions of modern and pre-modern topics. 
 
HIST 596E: Colloquium in Modern British and Imperial History. T 1620-1850 SH 288 
Professor Auerbach 
 
This course will provide an introduction to major themes and historiographical debates in 
modern British and imperial history. It will trace Britain’s transformation from a loose collection 
of agrarian, second-rate European kingdoms in 1700 into the world’s foremost industrial empire 
by 1900, only to see that power and primacy decline precipitously by 1945. Readings will focus 
on the formation of national, class, and gender identities; industrialization and economic decline; 
and the expansion, governance, and decolonization of the empire. 
 
HIST 596B: The Black Death in Europe. Th 1620-1850 SH 184 Professor Oliver 
 
“Its destruction was so great that scarcely half mankind was left alive. Towns once packed with 
people were emptied of their inhabitants, and the plague spread so thickly that the living were 
hardly able to bury the dead.  In some religious houses no more that two survived out of twenty. 
It was calculated by several people that barely a tenth of mankind remained alive. A murrain of 
animals followed on the heels of this pestilence. Rents dwindled and land was left untilled for 
want of tenants (who were nowhere to be found). And so much wretchedness followed these ills 
that afterwards the world could never return to its former state.” – Thomas Walsingham, Historia 
Anglicana.  
 



This course will examine the Black Death and its aftermath in Europe. We will consider the 
immediate social, economic, and political consequences, as well as the long-term impact of the 
plague on European peoples. Was the world never to be the same again? Or was this simply the 
end of the Middle Ages?    
 
HIST 596NCP: Selected Topics in Southern History. T 1900-2150 SH 288 Professor Broussard 
 
History 596 is a readings course in southern history on issues such as law, gender, race, the Civil 
War and its aftermath, southern politics, and culture—including the South’s unique 
manifestations of what has been described as “low-down-and-dirty” culture, mixed together with 
a measure of the mint-julep garden affair.  Students will explore southern literature; popular 
entertainment over time from the blues to stock cars, the southern rage to explain itself; and the 
interplay of race and the “mythic South” in the formation of southern identity.  Students will 
write précis on selected readings, prepare a research proposal based on a literature search, and 
produce a historiographic essay.  This course is the first component of a three-part readings and 
research experience known as the Natchez Project. This readings course will prepare students for 
participation in a research seminar to be offered in Spring 2007 that will focus on some aspect of 
southern history within the confines of the lower Mississippi River Valley from the colonial era 
to the present.  Students participating in the fall and spring program are eligible to join the 
Natchez Project research experience in the summer of 2007, which will be held in Natchez, 
Mississippi.  Students may sign up for this class as an introduction to southern history without 
obligation to participate in the spring and summer program.   
 
HIST 596SW: Colloquium on the Greater Southwest. Th 1900-2150 SH 186 Professor Macune 
  
This colloquium will focus on the secondary literature on the major regions of the Greater 
Southwest from the pre-Colombian period to the present. The required reading will examine the 
major regions of the Southwest – Texas and the Southern Plains, the border regions of Mexico, 
and the New Mexico-Arizona-California territories conquered by the U.S. in the War with 
Mexico in 1846 – as encounter zones of many different people and governments. Students will 
engage in comparative studies of significant institutions and processes such as slavery, 
community development, encounters with Indian societies, war and conquest, state formation, 
and migration. Students who complete this course may enroll during the spring semester in 
History 681 on the Greater Southwest, a research seminar that will involve a two-week research 
trip to Texas over spring break with the first week in Austin, Texas for research at the Center on 
American History and other archives, and the second week at the CAH’s Conference Center for 
paper writing. 
  
HIST 601: Theory and Historiography. W 1900-2150 SH 288 Professor Vatai 
 
Sophisticated graduate-level introduction to history as a discipline.  Surveys the development of 
history as a discipline, examines the various genres of historical writing, explores issues and 
problems of historical interpretation, and considers how historians use theoretical models from 
other disciplines to shape their work.  Readings include seminal works by major historians. 



HIST 601: Theory and Historiography. Th 1400-1645 SH 288 Professor Sides 
 
Sophisticated graduate-level introduction to history as a discipline.  Surveys the development of 
history as a discipline, examines the various genres of historical writing, explores issues and 
problems of historical interpretation, and considers how historians use theoretical models from 
other disciplines to shape their work.  Readings include seminal works by major historians. 
 
HIST 645: Seminar in Nazi Cultural Policy. M 1400-1700 SH 279 Professor Meyer  
  
This seminar will examine Weimar culture, especially its avant-garde expressions (read: Gay, 
Weimar Culture); Nazi ideology, organizations and cultural policy (read: Spielvogel, Hitler and 
Nazi Germany); and the arts, literature, film, the media, or education in that context. We will 
also explore German culture in American exile (read: Heilbut, Exiled in Paradise). Consider the 
question of Nazi culture as reactive to modernism or as an expression of modernism or post-
modernism (read Herf, Reactionary Modernism). Each student will make an oral presentation of 
a preliminary paper and submit a final paper of 15-20 pages on a topic in Weimar culture, in 
Nazi cultural history, or in American exile (could be in California or Los Angeles). Consider the 
availability of primary materials in local archives, museums, and research centers, such as the 
Urban Archives at CSUN, The Archives of American Art, LACMA, The Getty Center, The 
Museum of Tolerance, UCLA Film Archives, Library of the Academy of Motion Pictures.   
 
HIST 694: Practicum in Teaching. TBA Coordinator Professor Howes  
 
Prerequisite: Classified Standing. Working under the close supervision of departmental faculty, 
and assigned to a specific 100-200 level undergraduate history course, students gain experience 
creating assignments, grading papers and exams, leading discussion and review sessions, and 
giving lecturers. Students will also have the opportunity to discuss issues and problems in 
teaching. The department strongly discourages graduate students from taking this class during 
their first semester.  History 694 may be repeated once for credit. Students interested in the 
practicum should talk to individual instructors and with the Professor Rachel Howes at 
Rachel.Howes@csun.edu.You should make arrangements for this practicum before the end of 
the spring semester. 
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