PROF. PATRIZIA MILLER 

BAW LC Director/Lecturer in Italian 

OFFICE: JRH 316/355 – pmiller@csun.edu  

PHONE: (818) 677-3452
Messages to Dept. Office @ (818) 677-3467 

OFFICE HOURS: Tue. & Wed. 1:00-2:00 and by appoint. 

ITALIANO 290 – Intermediate reading  and conversation – class # 18146- F ’09  Meets: Tuesday & Thursday, JRH316A 
TEXT: Trame-A contemporary Italian reader. Christina Abbona-Sneider. Yale University Press, 2010 – ISBN # 978-0-300-12495-8
Additional reading and conversation materials/handhouts will be provided to you by faculty. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND POLICIES: The general characteristics of the course (methodology, origins of the Italian language, importance of studying a foreign language, language lab, attendance, grading, etc.) will be discussed in depth the first day of class. The main objective will be to help you increase your functional language competence. Reading comprehension and communicative skills will be fostered with the use of active vocabulary, media presentations projects. Guided conversations, reading, and pronunciation will be used to emphasize the development of accurate idiomatic expressions in the language. The course will include the study of language structure, although not as the central focus of the course content. A large portion of class time will be spent using the language interactively, your participation will be essential. This course will incorporate a number of assignments addressing  a diverse spectrum of topics relating to the Italian language and current trends in Italian culture. The course will include an Internet/Web/Software element, cultural activities such as opera and theatre presentations, and individual oral and group assignments.  The course will provide students with the opportunity to further their study of Italian language and culture. It will be of particular benefit to those students who lack the time to continue their language studies through the second and third year requirements. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES & SLOs - 
    
    (
Increase reading, writing, and speaking proficiency

    (
Bridge the gap between beginning and intermediate level courses

    (
Provide  a solid foundation for those students wishing to continue with the 300 level sequence and the minor in Italian.

    (
Increase students' understanding of the nature of language, its function, structure, and interactional (social) purpose

 AIUTO! - PLEASE, PLEASE, PER PIACERE, see me in my office or call me the moment you are aware of any problems in understanding. I will do my best to help. 

ATTENDANCE - ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. University policy states that, if more than 5 classes are missed without proper justification, your grade can be lowered by one letter grade (an "A" would change to a "B"). Please check the CSUN University Catalog for a detailed description of this policy. 

GRADING - Grading will be both objective (attendance, homework, quizzes, exams, etc.) and subjective (effort, participation, progress, etc.). Plus/minus scale will be used in this course - SEE CSUN CATALOG FOR DETAILED POLICY- grades will be determined based on the following: oral presentations 15%; compositions 20%;  exams 40%; final inclusive of oral portion 15 %; attendance, participation, progress, internet/web/software assignments, etc., 10%. 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY - will not be tolerated. See the CSUN Catalog for the CSUN policy. 

ITALIAN ACHIEVEMENT TEST – You will be required to take the Italian Acheivement Test using TellMeMore software available in the BAW Language Center.  The test is web driven and you will be able to access the software at:

http://www.tellmemoreeducation.co
OPERA/THEATRE EVENT – ‘L’Elisir d’amore’ Donizzetti – Sunday, Sept. 20th, 2:00 p.m.

LA Opera, 135 North Grand Avenue, Los Angeles
COMPOSITIONS  -Topics for each composition are based on class readings and discussions.

All compositions (with the exception of the ‘tema’ for the final exam) must be typed, double spaced, and submitted for correction. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS will be accepted or corrected.

The grade will be based on the following standards:

· Quality of the first draft (eg. targeted topic and proper syntactic construction): 50%.

· Quality of the revised version based on suggested corrections: 50%.

First draft and revised version must be handed in for final grading  on the assigned due date.
 

CORRECTION CODES FOR COMPOSITIONS:

SP=   spelling

GEN=  gender

NUM= plural/singular  

ART= insert correct article (definite/indefinite)

PREP= insert correct preposition

COMB=insert def. art.+ simple prep. or preposizione articolata
PRON=insert  pronoun

ADJ=insert adjective (possessive, descrittivo, ecc.)
VOC=choose the right vocabulary

ACC= put accent if needed.

AUX= insert correct auxiliary verb

V/T=verb tense

SUBJ=subjunctive/verb agreement

COND= conditional/ agreement with the main clause

CONG= use of the subjunctive

REPH= rephrase/ explain in a simple correct way.

DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE 

WEEK 1 - 2  Review and intro to Italian language 

Introduction to major geographical, social, economic and cultural . aspects of present day Italy.
See Web site:
http://www.mediasoft.it/italy/



http://www.mediasoft.it
TEXT:
“TRAME” – Cap. 32 (pg.239-247) Caterina va in città




http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSWdU4actXI

“TRAME” – Cap. 1 (pg. 1-9) Io non ho paura

MEDIA ASSIGNMENT - BAW LC – view and work with exercises in the Language Center using the film ‘Io non ho paura’ call # I/DVD-52

