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Texts:
Terrell, et al. Dos mundos. SIXTH EDITION. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2006. (May buy new or used).
______. Cuaderno de actividades (Paso A—Capítulo 7). (Do NOT buy a “USED” workbook; you are required to write your own personalized answers on these exercises).
Goals:

· To acquire the ability to understand and convey information and/or feelings in particular situations for particular purposes in the target language.
· To develop and advance the five “Cs” (Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, Communities) of the National Standards for Foreign Language Education.
· To develop understanding, tolerance and commitment to life-long learning and service to Hispanic communities locally, nationally and globally.
Student Learning Outcomes (Objectives):

Speaking/Writing
· Describe self, others, family, holiday customs, and immediate environments (campus, classroom, LC, home, workplace).

· Ask for and give personal information such as phone, address, age, birth date, state of health, feelings and moods.

· Tell time and interpret “schedules.”

· Describe weather conditions and clothing.

· Express likes, dislikes, and preferences regarding obligations (household chores, studies, work) as well as leisure activities (sports, hobbies, etc.).

· Describe future plans for chores, studies, vacations, and more distant career goals.

· Narrate daily routines and events in the present, progressive, future, and preterit past verb tenses.

Listening/Reading
· Understand and follow instructions.

· Understand native-speaker audio, video and written dialogs, interviews, and narratives that relate to above functions.

· Capture the gist of lectures and narratives (oral and written) about general historical, cultural, and biographical information.

Description: Spanish 101/101C emphasizes the acquisition of communicative oral and written skills in a setting that will provide you with the freedom to interact in Spanish as naturally and spontaneously as possible in a simulated classroom environment. You will learn to understand and speak, read and write the practical Spanish necessary for functioning on a daily basis in any of the twenty-one Spanish-speaking countries. You may expect to increase your language skills and cultural proficiency from level 0 (novice-low) to level 2 (intermediate-low), actually surviving in the target language countries, expressing your needs and preferences and interacting in significant cultural exchanges. However, our two semester Spanish program cannot make you fluent in the language; it is an introduction to basic skills that work in the real world the minute you leave the classroom. Proficiency is incrementally acquired and the pace or rate depends entirely on the determination of the individual to practice at every opportunity outside of the classroom. Since Spanish is the first language of our geographical location, these opportunities present themselves on a daily basis. Also, media (TV, newspapers, magazines, movies, Internet) resources are accessible 24/7 to discover distant as well as local events of the Hispanic world. The student has unlimited possibilities to determine the progress of his or her own proficiency (fluency) over the course of our first year program.

Classroom activities such as interviews, surveys, role-playing, sketches, reports of information seeking tasks, among other assignments are mostly collaborative and serve to bond the classroom community in a familial learning environment. We will learn about classmates’ families, personal interests, life goals, etc., and know them as friends. Expect a relaxed atmosphere in which it is acceptable to make mistakes in language. After all, this is the place to experiment with what you have learned guarded by a safety net (teacher and classmates). Corrections are non-threatening and often other participants learn from their peers. Classmates in this section will be your best support group in class and your best study “pals” when reviewing for exams and for taking notes on those rare days you may miss a class. Since language is a social event, each session will engage students in pair/group activities. Daily attendance and participation are vital not only for the final grade (see below) but also for the acquisition of fluency.

Much to the frustration of some, this class is conducted entirely in Spanish. Since our goals are to help you function in this language, no translation will take place in class nor will contrastive analysis of grammar be the major focus. Beginning Spanish classes attract a large percentage of students whose first language is not English (e.g. Armenian, Russian, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, German, Farsi, etc.). I insist that only Spanish be spoken during our class; no English or other languages, please. You may communicate with me in English or Spanish outside of class (before and after). You will discover that the teacher will always clearly communicate in Spanish at the level appropriate to chapter and course content.

Home (native) speakers: If you are already fluent orally (speak Spanish at home), I encourage you to enroll in Spanish 103/104 (for native speakers). 103/104 focus on analysis of grammar and reading and writing skills for speakers who may not have studied their first language before in a formal classroom setting. You have already mastered the skills taught in 101/102 and will learn nothing new by taking 101/102. Those who insist on staying in this class in order to get an easy “A” must consider that all grades in my classes are earned. Just to pass this class you will be required to provide “free” tutoring services to genuine novice learner classmates (those who have not studied Spanish prior to this class), to attend and participate in 95% of all meetings, and to maintain a grade of “C” or better on all exams. (This policy also applies to non-native speakers who have had more than one year of high school Spanish).

Am I in the right class? Whereas many beginning Spanish students solely seek to further their own personal knowledge of the language and Hispanic cultures, others seek to advance themselves in their future careers. It is wise to meet with your advisor in your major discipline to verify if this class will meet the goals for graduation in the major of if you need to enroll in a more advanced class. Non-native speaker students who may have studied Spanish in high school or community college who are unsure if this is the right class for them should take the SCAPE (Spanish Computer Assisted Placement Exam), available by appointment in the LC (JR 316) and consult with me about your score.

Active class participation is as important as exam scores in this class!! Each semester I am amazed by students who do not take seriously this one hard, fast, yet easy, requirement. Come to class prepared to engage in activities with classmates, always try to express yourself in Spanish, show respect for Hispanic cultures and for our multicultural classroom community. Negative or unacceptable behavior involves always asking for translations of previously assigned material, constantly speaking another language, disrupting class activities, and demonstrating prejudicial, judgmental attitudes towards students and cultures that may differ from your own. Although this class aims to break down affective barriers so that you can feel free to have fun, it takes place in a professional environment where CELL PHONES ARE PROHIBITED!

Exams: Each test will have four targets (speaking, listening, reading, writing) and three formats. The listening section will be a varied number of dialogs and narratives that you will hear three times in succession. On the exam you will respond to true/false or multiple choice statements about what you heard. A similar format will be used for reading except that the dialogs and narratives will be on the exam and you may reread them as much as you need to. Writing segments will be descriptions of drawings (transparencies), short essays, selection of appropriate vocabulary and/or most logical grammatical response (multiple choice). Each exam is comprehensive; language is learned in “layers.” I do not use SCANTRONs; you will write directly on the spaces provided on my exams. 
If you fall behind, do not understand a specific point, or have questions of any sort that I may not be able to answer in class, do not hesitate to consult with me as soon as possible either in my office or by email. Remember that as you advance through post-secondary education, there are very few opportunities for “do-overs.” Whether boredom, the CSUN social or political scene, death of family, illness, unforeseen changes in work schedule, etc., you are required to consult with each professor regarding undue absences (which affect the final grade). If you have above-mentioned emergencies, please drop the class before the twelfth week of the semester. I rarely give an incomplete in any class due to the fact that so few students actually have not completed sufficient course work to qualify. Should you encounter circumstances in which a withdrawal may be justified, let me know as soon as possible because you may need additional permission of the Dept. Chair, the Dean of Humanities and the Provost. Students on financial aid must know that for each unit that you drop, you must reimburse monies paid for those units.

Grade distribution:

60 %   Exams (A/B, C/1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)

10 %
Final Exam (7)
15 %
Homework and CDA

15%
Attendance and participation
Students involved in extra-curricular activities (sports, music, politics, theatre, etc.) are not excused from class without written documentation from their department. MCLL follows the stringent policy that in a four-unit class a student may miss four 50-minute sessions without penalty on the final grade. Students experiencing other sorts of crises (see above) should contact me as soon as possible regarding absences.

Make-ups: Just as there are no “do-overs” for work missed, there are no “make-ups” for exams missed. Due to the complexity of administration of listening sections on exams, all students will need to be present for this part on the designated day. Since each exam is approximately 50 minutes in duration, there is little hope that an instructor can find the time to administer them at the convenience of one, two, or more students. Therefore, if the student can anticipate and advise me of which classes and exams s/he may miss before the calendar dates, and if s/he can provide appropriate documentation, the next or following exam will count double.
There is no excuse for late homework or CDA assignments that may be delivered by a classmate, friend or family to the Dept. office (ST 405) on the much anticipated due dates (see calendar) or sent to me by email.

DSS:  Students registered with DSS must bring me forms to allow extra time on exams. Please bring them to my office; do not give them to me in class. I will accommodate you in anyway that I can and will communicate regularly with DSS regarding our schedule.

Adds/drops: Remember that if you add Spanish 101 at a designated time, you must also register in the corresponding 101C section and, if different instructors teach 101 and 101C, must request permission numbers from each of the professors. If you decide to drop the 101, you must also drop the appropriate 101C. Students who are not appropriately registered in both classes by the end of the third week will be automatically dropped from classes in which they are not correctly enrolled.

Software: In order to keep the cost of the DM text package to a minimum, software programs were not ordered for sale in the bookstore because they are free online. Also,  all software required to complete activities in the texts is available for your use in the LC (JR 316). I have reserved the LC as a classroom for at least one of our meetings during the first week of the semester and I will provide orientations on LC protocol and training in the use of software (audio, video, tutorials). There is no such thing as “jail time” in the LC; you are free to complete assignments at home on your own time. You may use programs in the LC on a drop in basis during posted hours or you can access these programs on your own computer by consulting the Online Learning Center Website at www.mhhe.com/dosmundos6 for free. Follow instructions provided on the website.
