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Phil. 100: General Logic

Prof. Hale/Fall 2009

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT #5:

RECONSTRUCTING ARGUMENTS

General Instructions: Reconstruct the arguments in the passages below, following the argument reconstruction rules on pg. 65 of your textbook. You may work in groups on this assignment, and you may turn in group work. Each problem is worth 3 points. There are 9 required problems and 3 extra credit problems, so the highest possible score is 36/27. Due: at the start of class on Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Required Problems:

1. It’s tough out there [on the job market] these days. So if you’re looking for work, you should be putting as much thought into your wardrobe as your CV. [“How to Dress for the Big Interview,” GQ (September 2009), p. 272.]

2. Present nuclear policy should be protested because it violates many of the fundamental, professed values of our country. [Bernal T. Adeney, Just War, Political Realism and Faith. (New Jersey: The Scarecrow Press, 1988), p. 198.]

3. Georgia is a transit point for Caspian and Central Asian oil and gas and as such is critical to Turkey's ambitions to become an energy hub and to diversify its own energy supplies. [Michael Reynolds, “Turk Troubles in Caucasus,” World Bulletin (Balmumcu, Turkey), September 1, 2008.]
4. Many people who are victims of sexual assault do not report the crime because they are ashamed or scared to share it with anybody. [Katherine O'Neill, "Recent Sexual Assaults Occurred in Dorms," Daily Sundial (California State University, Northridge), September 23, 2008.]

5. The direct killing of innocent human life is wrong. Abortion is the direct killing of innocent human life. Thus, abortion is wrong. [Chris McMonagle, Letter to the Editor, Daily Collegian (Pennsylvania State University), October 15, 2008.]
6. Note: In this passage, ‘he’ refers to Robert Gibbs, President Obama’s Press Secretary, who was about to hold his first White House press briefing.
If he’s not nervous then he’s not a human being. So I know he’s nervous ‘cuz I know he’s a human being. [Joe Lockhart, former White House Press Secretary, MSNBC, January 22, 2009.] 

7. Note: The author is describing a belief he held when he was a young child.
…[T]here must be a link between peas and Brazil – not just because Brazil is Brezilya in Turkish and the word for pea is bezelye but also because the Brazilian flag has, it seems, an enormous pea on it. [Orhan Pamuk, Istanbul: Memories and the City, translated by Maureen Freely. (New York: Vintage International, 2004), p. 84.] 

8. The Beatles remain relevant as a band not because our parents’ generation holds them up as the pinnacle of the form. It’s not even because their music has thoroughly influenced all of rock and pop. They remain relevant because a significant portion of each successive generation has fallen in love with their music. [Garrett Martin, “Player’s Club: Five Fallacies About The Beatles: Rock Band,” Creative Loafing, September 4, 2009; http://blogs.creativeloafing.com/culturesurfing/2009/09/08/players-club-five-fallacies-about-the-beatles-rock-band/; accessed September 9, 2009.]
9. LIBRA Be careful. You might blurt out the unvarnished truth in a situation where tact is required. You don't want to stir up a controversy if you can avoid it. [Linda C. Black, "Horoscope," Daily Sundial (California State University, Northridge), October 2, 2008.]
Extra Credit Problems:

10. [Former Justice Department official Samuel] Ong last month demanded [President Gloria Macapagal-] Arroyo quit, claiming she was not the rightful president and her government was corrupt. ["Sedition Charges Filed v. Ex-Investigator Who Had Wiretaps of Arroyo," Sun Star (Philippines), July 5, 2005.]
11. It is not true, though sometimes said, that spines are the distinguishing characteristic between cacti and [other] succulents. There are cacti that are not prickly, and prickly succulents that are not cacti. … Plants are classified into botanical families on the basis of their reproductive systems – not by external characteristics such as leaf form or flower color or habitat or even degree of prickliness. [Martha Baker, ed., The World of Cactus and Succulents and Other Water-Thrifty Plants. (San Francisco: Ortho Books, 1977), p. 4.]
12. It is said that the ancient Athenian philosopher Socrates was told by the Oracle of Delphi that he was the wisest man in the world. He didn't believe her and proceeded to conduct interviews with Athens' finest: heads of state, great poets, artists and orators. He came to the conclusion that these people really didn't know anything, and decided that he was the wisest man not because he was knowledgeable, but because he was the only person wise enough to admit that he was ignorant. [Andrew Fingerett, "Making Decisions Based on Charm, Not Politics," Daily Sundial (California State University, Northridge), September 9, 2008.]
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