Phil. 100: General Logic

Prof. Hale/Fall 2009

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT #3:

IDENTIFYING CONCLUSIONS

Instructions: Follow the same instructions as for Practice Problems Set 1-6 in your textbook (pg. 27). You may work together in groups on this assignment, and you may turn in group work. Each problem is worth 2 points, and there are 15 required problems and 2 extra credit problems, so the highest possible score on this homework assignment is 34/30 points. Due: at the start of class on Tuesday, September 8
Required Problems:

1. God does not give up on anyone, for God loved us from all eternity…. [Desmond Mpilo Tutu, No Future Without Forgiveness. (New York: Doubleday, 1999), p. 85.]
2. Only things that are material exist. Therefore, God does not exist. [From Friedrich Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific]
3. Happiness isn't everything. It's transitory…. [Linda C. Black, "Horoscope," Daily Sundial (California State University, Northridge), March 25, 2008.]

4. Some experts say going 45 mph on a major highway is hazardous because it increases the chance of being hit from behind. [Alan C. Miller and Myron Levin, "Driving with Rented Risks," Los Angeles Times, June 24, 2007.]
5. Since Thailand … has never been conquered or colonized by Europeans, it has developed a society unlike any other in Southeast Asia. [Gore Vidal, Point to Point Navigation: A Memoir, 1964 to 2006. (New York: Vintage International, 2006), p. 42.]

6. Because “transgender” is a word that has come into widespread use only in the past couple of decades, its meanings are still under construction. [Susan Stryker, Transgender History. (Berkeley: Seal Press, 2008), p. 1.]

7. Note: The CSLB is the California Contractors State License Board.
Because the CSLB recommends contractors have general liability insurance, most carry it. [Bert Sandman, "Ask the Contractor's Board," Northeast Sun (Los Angeles), March 16, 2006.]
8. Note: The speaker is a fictional character called Lala Reyes.
…[E]ach time Narciso returned to Oaxaca, he found Soledad suffering from a sadness without a name. Which is why he dreaded returning and avoided her when he did. [Sandra Cisneros, Caramelo or Puro Cuento. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2002), p. 188.]
9. Because genocide seeks to negate all meaning, to unmake the world, the survivors and their children must find a way back to civilization. [Peter Balakian, Black Dog of Fate: A Memoir. (New York: BasicBooks, 1997), p. 279.]

10. I … [am] limited in my understandings of God’s purpose and therefore prone to sin. [Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream. (New York: Vintage Books, 2006), p. 265.]

11. Dr. Richard Andrews, a Local Food Project panelist and area physician, argued that local food is fresher and therefore contains more nutrients. [Mary Anna Rodabaugh, "Group Cultivates Joys of Locally Grown Food," Tasley Eastern Shore News (Virginia), June 6, 2007.]

12. Photography, because it preserves the appearance of an event or a person, has always been closely associated with the idea of the historical. [John Berger, “Paul Strand,” in About Looking. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1980), p. 47.]

13. Hey, there's a Dodgers game tonight, so I'm sure there's some extra traffic on the 5 through Elysian Park. There's always extra traffic there when there's a Dodgers' game. [Traffic Report, KNX (Los Angeles), June 6, 2005.]

14. …[T]he Bible deems it crucial that we remember. And the Bible is right, for memory forms the bedrock of identity. [Shlomo Riskin, "Parashat Bo: We Remember, Therefore We Are," Jerusalem Post, January 25, 2007.]

15. Note: The speaker is a fictional character, called the Very Reverend Krikor Chakmachian III.

Exorcism is a very serious term that applies only to humans. There are some among our people who still hold notions – no doubt left over from our pagan past – of spirits dwelling in such things as rocks and trees. But the church is explicit here: no objects other than humans have spirits, and hence cannot be exorcised. We must be clear about that. [Aris Janigian, Bloodvine. (Berkeley, California: Heyday Books, 2003), p. 11.]
Extra Credit Problems:

16. Note: The speaker is a fictional character, called Mr. John Edgar Stokes, who is eighty-six years old. The relevant argument in this passage is boldfaced and underlined.
Mr. John Edgar considered the foolishness of what he had done by inviting a complete stranger into his house: He could sassinate me this very night, cut my head clean off in the middle of the night. But I’ve lived my life. What does it matter? [Randall Kenan, “Things of This World; or, Angels Unawares,” in Let the Dead Bury Their Dead. (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1992), p. 31.] 
17. In 2006, the census estimated that there were about 350,000 Brazilians living in the United States, and Brazilian consular officials say that most of them live in the New York metropolitan region, Florida and Massachusetts. But given that many are in the country illegally, the officials said they believed the actual number to be much higher. One of the chief sponsors of the Brazilian Day festival, Globo International, the cable-television arm of Brazil’s TV Globo abroad, has at least 420,000 viewers in the United States, based on the number of households that subscribe to its Portuguese-language services. 

More evidence of the community’s size lies, perhaps, in the number of people who organizers say attended the festival’s big day on Sunday, about one million, to watch three of Brazil’s most popular musical acts perform from a stage on Avenue of the Americas, near 44th Street. [Fernanda Santos, “Sounds of Little Brazil, Bursting With Pride,” New York Times, August 31, 2008.]
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