Phil. 100: General Logic

Prof. Hale/Fall 2009

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT #1:

IDENTIFYING CONCLUSIONS

General Instructions: You may work together in groups on this assignment, and you may turn in group work. Each problem is worth 2 points, so this homework assignment is worth 20 points. Due: at the start of class on Tuesday, September 1
Specific Instructions: Follow the same instructions as for Practice Problems Set 1-2 in your textbook (pg. 9). Hints: It might help you to look at the answers to the problems in 1-2. It might also help to look back at the boxes in which I have listed common conclusion introducers and common premise introducers (on pgs. 3 and 4), and to look back at 1-1 (pg. 8).
Problems:

1. Because the coffee and the water are boiled in the same pot, Turkish coffee has a thick sediment that collects at the bottom of the cup. [Arlene Voski Avakian, Lion Woman’s Legacy: An Armenian-American Memoir. (New York: The Feminist Press at The City University of New York, 1992), p. 12.]
2. CSUN is a place where the campus is dead on the weekends because our students are spending time with their kids. ["CSUN Sadly Lacks Local College Bars," Daily Sundial (California State University, Northridge), April 21, 2005.]

3. [There is] … no need for setting apart one day in seven as a holy day, since … all days are God's. [Ohiyesa, of the Santee Dakota, 1911, quoted in T. C. McLuhan, Touch the Earth: A Self-Portrait of Indian Existence. (New York: Outerbridge and Dienstfrey, 1971), p. 36.]

4. …[T]he United States, like all sovereign nations, has the unilateral right to defend itself against attack. As such, our campaign to take out Al Qaeda base camps and the Taliban regime that harbored them was entirely justified…. [Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream. (New York: Vintage Books, 2006), p. 364.]
5. We should allow states to execute … criminals [convicted of raping children], as this act equates to taking a human life. [Carlie Harris, Sr., Letter to the Editor, Los Angeles Times, June 10, 2007.]
6. The presidency of the United States of America is about life and death,  given that the president often makes decisions that affect thousands  and potentially millions of lives. [Carlo Strenger, “Dangers of the Gut-Level Sympathy Vote,” Guardian (United Kingdom), October 27, 2008.]
7. Few … [Chinese soldiers in Korea] possessed a photograph of their families, for cameras were a rare luxury. [Max Hastings, The Korean War. (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987), p. 276.]

8. Recreational vehicles use gas. Gas is expensive. Therefore driving recreational vehicles … is expensive. [Kiley Miller, "OT Buildings a Hit, Attendance Down," Hawk Eye (Burlington, Iowa), September 8, 2005.]
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9. Note: The speaker is a fictional character called Hogarth.

Art is a dangerous thing to play with, since it demands self-examination and self-knowledge, and many people do not really wish for either. [Lawrence Durrell, The Dark Labyrinth. (London: Faber and Faber, 1947/1964), p. 45.]
10. Bicultural refers to the simultaneous influence of two different cultures on an individual. …[A]n Iranian living in America can be called bicultural because he or she is being affected by American culture as well as Iranian culture. [Layla Arshi, "Bicultural Dating: When Bijan Meets Sally," New University (University of California, Irvine), June 4, 2007.]
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