Excel Solver Steps for Linear Programming. 

Example

Assume x1 = guns and x2 = butter. 

MAX 8x1 + 2x2, subject to constraints:

Labor constr:


 4x1+ 5x2 < 20

Raw material constr:   
 2x1+ 6x2 < 18

Non-neg gun

 

 x1  > 0

Non-neg butter
       
  
   x2> 0  

Step 1:
C3 GUNS
D3 BUTTER

C4 8

D4
2

A6  LABOR
C6 4

D6    5
E6 20 


A7  RM
C7 2

D7    6
E7 18

A10 GUN

A11 BUTTER

A12 PROFIT



Step 2: B12 = C4*B10  + D4*B11

Step 3: F6  = C6*B10  + D6*B11

        F7  = C7*B10  + D7*B11

Step 4: click tools (toolbar at top)

Step 5: click solver 

Step 6: set target cell: B12, tab

Step 7: click max (if nec), tab

Step 8: Below "By changing cells", type B10:B11, tab

Step 9: click add

Step 10: cell reference F6 , tab, tab

Step 11: constr E6,tab, click add

Step 12: cell reference F7, tab, tab     

Step 13: constr E7, tab, click add

Step 14: cell reference B10, tab

Step 15: click arrow pointing down until > tab

Step 16: constr 0, click add

Step 17: cell reference B11, click arrow until >
Step 18: constr 0, ok

Step 19: click solve, click answer, ok

