Precedence of Diagnosis
Mental Disorders Due to a General Medical Condition

Diagnostic dilemmas arise when clients have symptoms consistent with more than one diagnosis. The competing diagnoses are always in different diagnostic categories (e.g., Mental Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition or Mood Disorders). When these conflicts occur they are often resolved using the rules of diagnostic precedence included in the criteria for each diagnosis in this diagnostic group. These rules are summarized in the table below. Each of the diagnoses in the column title, "Disorder taking precedence" should be considered and excluded before a specific Mental Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition diagnosis is made.

	Mental disorder
	Disorders taking precedence

	Catatonic Disorder Due to a General

Medical Condition
	Does not occur exclusively during Delirium
Not better accounted for by another

mental disorder

	Personality Change Due to a General

Medical Condition
	Does not meet criteria for dementia

Does not occur exclusively during delirium
Not better accounted for by another mental
disorder

	Mental Disorder NOS Disc to a General
Medical Condition
	Does not mccl criteria for any specific

Mental Disorder Due to a General

Medical Condition

	Note.
NOS z Not Otherwise Specified.
	


Mental Disorders Due to a GMC in Other Diagnostic Groups

Several other diagnostic groups contain specific diagnoses for disorders that are judged to be caused by a general medical condition. The specific disorders and their diagnostic groups are shown in the table below. The Mental Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition group includes three diagnoses: Catatonic Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition, Personality Change Due to a General Medical Condition, and Mental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified Due to a General Medical Condition.

	Diagnosis
	Diagnostic group

	Delirium Due to a General Medical Condition

Amnestic Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition
Dementia Due to a General Medical Condition
	Delirium, Dementia,

Amnestic Disorder, and
Other Cognitive

Disorders

	Psychotic Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition
	Schizophrenia and Other
Psychotic Disorders

	Mood Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition
	Mood Disorders

	Anxiety Disorder Due to a General Medical Condition
	Anxiety Disorders

	Sexual Dysfunction Due to a General Medical Condition
	Sexual Disorders


