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    STAMFORD, Conn. - Despite the Federal Reserve's recent prime lending


rate increase, IBM Credit Corp. is holding its lease rate at 6.5 percent on


select midrange systems. At press time, the prime rate was 8.5 percent. IBM


Credit's 6.5 percent rate applies to customers signing 34- or 36-month


leases, while 48- and 60-month leases can qualify for rates of 7.5 percent


and 8.5 percent respectively. This limited time offer ends Dec. 31.





"IBM Credit worked with other IBM divisions to find out how we can help


migrate customers to new technology," says Keith Flaugh, IBM Credit


director of product financing. "We found that customers want one stop


shopping with system leases that include hardware, software and


maintenance. Integrated financing plays an important role in the entire


package."





Selected systems in this offer include AS/400 Advanced Server and F Models


and selected peripherals. Upgrades to the Advanced Series and F Models for


existing AS/400 Model 9402, 9404, and 9406 also are included in this offer.


Customers can purchase an AS/400 Advanced 36 (Model 9402 236), peripherals


such as DASD and Pennant printers, software, and service and maintenance


for the same 6.5 percent rate. Installation must take place by Jan. 13,


while payment can be deferred until April 15.





The 6.5 percent rate also applies to uniprocessor RS/6000 POWERstations and


POWERservers. Systems must be installed by Jan. 31, while users signing a


36-month lease can select a technology upgrade option.





Customers unable to capitalize on this program will have another


opportunity to do so, says Flaugh. "Similar types of financing programs


will be introduced during 1995."
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