
              
 
Joseph GALASSO (American Linguist) 

 
ORCID RESEARCH 
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8426-6281 

   

Joseph Galasso's main research involves issues surrounding early child 

language development. He is interested in pursuing certain 'Minimalist 

Program' assumptions (Chomsky 1995) and to ask how such assumptions 

might explain observed early stages of morphosyntactic development in 

children. His research specifically asks how/when the requirements and 

conditions placed on 'Merge' over 'Move' operations come on-line in child 

language and whether or not these operations are open to maturation 

factors having to do with a brain-to-language corollary. His work has 

appeared in 'The Oxford Handbook of Developmental Linguistics' (2016) (eds. Jeffrey L. Lidz, William 

Snyder, and Joe Pater). Recently, his research on the Acquisition of Possessives has been cited in the upcoming 

edition of ‘Oxford Bibliographies in Linguistics: Essential Readings’ edited by Elena Babatsouli (2022).  

Oxford Bibliographies in Linguistics, (Mark Aronoff, Editor in Chief). His most recent writings involve Basal 

Ganglia Grammar. 

Joseph Galasso is on the Faculty of Theoretical Linguistics at California State University, Northridge. (Ph.D. 

in Linguistics from the University of Essex, 1999). 
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| known_for = [[Merge-based theory of early child syntax 
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Linguistics - Oxford Bibliographies Oxford University Press. 
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bio. Joseph Galasso   

   
(American Linguist)   

Joseph Galasso (b. August 21, 1964) is on the Faculty of Linguistics at California State University Northridge. His 

main theoretical research involves asking how assumptions made in the Minimalist Program (Noam Chomsky 

1995) might reveal underlying implications to the development of child syntax. Hence, his work has led to extending 

the so-called morphological Dual Mechanism Model (Steven Pinker) towards providing an account of child 

language acquisition. In 1990-91, he was accepted to study Semiotics under Umberto Eco (Bologna), but due to 

extended periods of unrest and militant protests throughout Italian universities that year— as a result of newly-

written draconian legislation called the Ruberti Reforms of  

19901—he revised his plan of study, left Italy and went to England to pursue a PhD in Child Language Acquisition 

under the mentorships of Andrew Radford and Harald Clahsen (University of Essex, UK). His recent writings are 

on Artificial Intelligence & the Recursive Implementation. His research can be found in Oxford’s Bibliographies in 

Linguistics, and The Handbook of Developmental Linguistics.   

Webpage: (PDF) web page~ joseph Galasso (Linguist) | joseph galasso - Academia.edu  

  

Hobbies: Joseph was introduced to both the piano and the classical guitar at an early age and went on to pursue 

formal classical guitar studies (1985) with David Grimes (former President of the Guitar Foundation of America, 

tutelage under Oscar Ghiglia), and (1982) with Peter Kraus (Score  for  the  Movie  ‘10’,  Ravel’s  Bolero  transcribed  

for  solo  guitar). He has composed several pieces for chamber orchestra, piano and solo guitar, and most recently 

a Guitar Concerto entitled 'Fragments on a Waltz' (2022). Joseph had a brief one-year stint as a part-time studio 

composer (1985, Lion Share recording studio) with collaborations with Vocalist/Song-writer Kin Vassy (The First 

Edition), Guitarist Eric Mcclure (Secret Sity), and Tata Vega (The Film 'Lion King', Spanish Language, 1994).  His 

first preoccupation with language was vetted through modern playwrights, contrasting language styles of Henrik 

Ibsen with that of Samuel Beckett (see Introduction and Foreword to ‘Open Works on Poetry’ (Umberto Eco) 1989-

1991)1 which later manifested into the formal study of Semantics & Semiotics (1991), which in turn led to theoretical 

pursuits in Child Language Acquisition (1994).    
Guitar: https://www.academia.edu/104485112/Bach_and_Friends_Guitar_Joseph_Galasso_Paris_Recordings_1990_  

   
1 Antonio Ruberti, Italian Minister of University & Research at the time.    

 

 
1 https://www.academia.edu/44103006/Open_Works_on_Poetry_Umberto_Eco_Homage_to_Paul_Celan_Soft_Words_Will_Break_ 

Your_Bones_draft   
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