Brief Guideto Recoding in SPSS
(Note that these screenshots are from verson 9.0, and that you use version 10.0, which is pretty close.)

Torecodeavariable (ie. alter or combineits values),
choose TRANFORM — RECODE — INTO DIFFERENT

lta|TransF|:|rm_ fnalyze  Graphs  Utilities  ‘Window Help

Compute. .. [===] 15 === o
VARIBLE. (You could use INTO SAME VARIABLE, but 2 e | BlEE] %[0
thereis no reason to — and great risk in doing so.) Count...
—] Recode Into Same Yariables. .. ==
Cateqorize Variables. ., Into Different Yariables. ..
monkcEe 786,00 785,00
_ |- Automatic Recode, ..
jin} Create Time Series... ' 785.00
—1  Replace Missing Yalues. ..
I[N 786.00
—1¢  RumPending Transkorms
AN |

Pick the variable you want to change by clicking
it on the l€eft, clicking the arrow, and seeing it pop
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into the middle box. Then giveit a new name yar0001 > 7 - —
(“Output variable’) on theright and click @ varl000 _ [Hestiand o Change
“ Change’ . If there's still a question mark in the Boa LT

middle, you haven't hit both the arrow and l

“ Change’ , and so you won't get the OK option. ‘ 5] |
The pick “Old and New Values’ to get to the next
dialog box... T and New Values 1)
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Set up the recoding schema on the dialog box - Ol Value N -
below. Usethefirst line (“Value:”) to changesingle | € _ ¢ Systemmissing
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“ Range lowest through ", or “ Range -
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through highest”) to change multiple consecutive
values. Be sureto add the number for the category
those values are to become, then click “Add” to add
that particular transformation to the “Old->New”
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list in the big white box. Click “ Continug’ once you oar——— .
have all of your recodings set up. @ i |
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Be sure to check the spreadsheet view to make sure (@) that your
new variable was created (it should have its own new column, 6.00 786.00 :
with the “Output Variable’ name you provided at the top of that _ 786,00 5 00
column™), and (b) that it follows the equation you set up (try
looking across a few cases — that is, afew rows —and makesure 500 - 2%
that they add up to what they should for the new variable).
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