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Ability to analyze the local and global impact of computing on individuals, organizations, and society  (SLO g)

Report

1. Student Learning Outcome: 

       Ability to analyze the local and global impact of computing on individuals,      

     organizations, and society  (SLO g)

2. Method(s) of Assessment:  We analyzed student research papers submitted by students in Robert Lingard’s Comp 490 at the end of the Fall Semester of 2010. The following is the assignment for the papers.
        Select a particular area in which computers have had a significant impact on society (e.g., health care, education, commerce, government, interpersonal communication, law enforcement, employment, entertainment, etc.) and write a brief paper (3 to 5 pages, double spaced) that analyzes the following:

1. The advantages computers have provided in this area

2. The problems or dangers for members of society that have been created

3. The local and global issues in the use of computers in this area

4. The impact on individuals, organizations, and society as a whole.

5. The future trends for the use of computers in this area

Cite appropriate sources to support the arguments you present in your paper.

3. Analysis of the Assessment Results: Eight papers were submitted and analyzed with respect to the goals of SLO g. Of the five topics addressed in the assignment, the first four relate directly to these goals, and thus we ignored the fifth. The assessment was done by counting in each paper how many of the topics in SLO g were covered. We determined that of the maximum of 64 references to the topics, the submitted papers made 50. This resulted in a rate of 78% accomplishment of the goals in SLO g. 

4. Recommendations for Actions/Changes:  
     No recommendations at this time.
5. If this was an informal assessment, is there a need to perform formal assessment(s) with respect to this SLO? 
This was a formal assessment.

6. If this was a formal assessment, should it be repeated?  If so, when?

     It should be repeated at the end of Spring 2012.

7. Should changes be made in the way this assessment was done?  If so, describe the changes.

       The new assignment should be along the same lines as the last one. It seems that

       the students  have devoted more space on the first 2-3 topics, and having reached

       the desired length of the paper, ignored the remaining ones. The next assignment      

       should specify, say a page, to each topic.

8. Should there be any changes in curriculum based on the results of this assessment?  If so, describe recommended changes.  
No changes are recommended at this time, pending the administration of the second assessment in the Spring Semester of 2012.

9. Should any other changes be made?   
       Not at this time
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