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DEAF PROJECT RECEIVES HONOR OF THE JOHN BULWER AWARD FROM NCOD  

Northridge, CA (November 17, 2014) – Deaf Education And Families Project was honored this past 
Saturday at the National Center for Deafness 50th Anniversary Gala for their innovative work 
supporting families raising Deaf or Hard of Hearing Children.   

The National Center on Deafness at CSUN awarded DEAF Project with the honor of the John 
Bulwer Award for innovative thinking and breaking out of the box. NCOD awarded DEAF Project 
this award for daring to be different. Past recipients have included Marlee Matlin (1993), as well as 
Ed Waterstreet and DeafWest Theatre Company (2009).  CSUN president Dianne Harrison was in 
attendance and signed her opening remarks to the crowd. Marlee Matlin was also in attendance. 

Lauren Maucere, one of the founders of KODAWest (Kids of Deaf Adults) who received last year’s 
Bulwer Award introduced Rachel Friedman Narr, DEAF Project Coordinator and the DEAF Project 
Parent Mentors. DEAF Project has served over 2000 families in southern California since it began in 
2007.  Cathy McLeod, one of the Gala lead organizers, said “The recognition goes to the parent 
mentors who spend hours in planning events and serve as advocates for parents to navigate through 
the educational system.”   
 
“This is an unparalleled honor to receive the John Bulwer award from NCOD. To receive 
recognition in innovation for the work we do is a testimony to being different. An ability and 
wellness mindset toward- and with- deaf children and their families is unique. From our work 
during the past 8 years, we see how our work has educated and empowered families and been 
appreciated by professionals,” said Friedman Narr, DEAF Project coordinator.   

Rachel Friedman Narr, and Parent Mentors Cora Shahid, Irma Sanchez, Kristal Molina, and 
Cynthia Lemus-Ramos accepted the award at NCOD 50th Anniversary Gala on November 15, 
2014.   

# # #  
ABOUT DEAF PROJECT:  
The Deaf Education And Families Project (DEAF Project) supports and empowers families with deaf 

and hard-of-hearing children. To date, the organization has positively impacted more than 1,000 

families throughout Southern California. DEAF Project aims to help parents realize the positive 

lifetime journey of bonding with and raising a deaf or hard-of-hearing child, rather than struggling 

with how to “fix” a “disabled” child. DEAF Project uses parent mentors, who themselves are raising 



deaf or hard-of-hearing children, to offer invaluable first-hand experience and emotional support to 

fellow parents and families. DEAF Project also offers free, family-focused American Sign Language 

classes (in Los Angeles, the San Fernando Valley) and monthly Family Fun Days aimed at 

connecting families with others like themselves. For more information, visit 

www.csun.edu/deafproject, email deafproject 

 

 

 


