
 

 

 

A Text for L.A.’s kids 
According to the California State Board of 
Education “Continuity and Change” is the 
theme for third grade social science.  The 
state standards also include the following 
passage:  Students in grade three learn more about 
our connections to the past and the ways in which 
particularly local, but also regional and 
national, government and traditions have developed 
and left their marks on current society, providing 
common memories. Emphasis is on the physical and 
cultural landscape of California, including the study 
of American Indians, the subsequent arrival of 
immigrants, and the impact they have had in 
forming the character of our contemporary society.  

This book is dedicated to helping students 
learn about the world around them, but 
with an emphasis on the local, which in this 
case is the Los Angeles region, its 
interesting geography, colorful history and 
massive economy.   

Before they reach third grade, California 
students will have learned about their 
families, local neighborhoods and the broad 
outlines of American democracy and 
history.   

In fourth grade, students in California focus 
on the history and geography of their home 
state.   This book bridges the gap between 
the early grade focus on family and 
neighborhood and the later grades focus on 
the state and the nation by focusing on the 
greater Los Angeles Region.   

This resource is unique.  Unlike the generic 
texts and workbooks written and marketed 
to school boards across the entire state of 
California by massive publishing houses in 
distant lands, this book has been written 

specifically for third graders and their 
teachers here in the Southland by Los 
Angelenos who also live and work here. 

The third grade standards specifically ask 
students to learn about their local 
communities but most texts are written in 
generalities designed for all Californian 
children.  Teachers and students are forced 
to “fill in the blank” whenever local issues, 
places or concepts are mentioned in such 
texts.  This book is different.  The blanks 
are filled in because this book is written to 
address the third grade standards from a 
local perspective for local students.   

This text is also unique in that it was written 
from the perspective that history, 
geography and social science should be 
learned not as subjects of study, but as 
disciplines, or ways of knowing and 
learning about the world.   Too often 
geography and history are treated as a list of 
dates, famous people and places to be 
memorized and regurgitated on a test.  This 
is all wrong and makes history and 
geography boring and beyond the realm of 
trivia contests.  This text assumes that 
children, not just graduate students can 
learn to how to open their eyes and ears so 
they can begin to think like a historian, 
think like a geographer and begin to 
understand how the world works. 

Learning how to think is the greatest gift an 
education can provide. 
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