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Students: Come One, Come All! 

 
This year’s annual conference will undoubtedly prove to be a great one, as 
it is taking place within one of California’s most spectacular natural 
venues, Yosemite National Park.  Yosemite will provide the ideal setting 
for our intimate geographical symposium.  Unlike many of the large 
national conferences, the CGS conference is friendly and affordable and 
never overwhelming in terms of crowds.  It provides the perfect 
opportunity for students to present research (in the form of a paper, poster, 
or map) for the first time.  Newcomers need not be hesitant; the friendly 
executive board (which includes us as student board representatives) 
wholeheartedly welcomes you! 

There are many student-focused activities at our annual conference.  
Students are strongly encouraged to participate in one, or more, of the 
field trips on Friday and Sunday (see www.calgeog.org for a more info).  
CGS field trips are not only educational but a lot of fun as well!  
Humboldt State students and faculty will host the Friday night outdoor 
BBQ, where there will be a “Student Welcome” table set up so that 
students can congregate, eat and chat amongst one another.  After the 
keynote presentation that night, we’ll lead a special moonlight hike for 
students. And, on Sat. afternoon, we’ll host a student meeting where you 
can share your ideas and concerns. We look forward to seeing all of you, 
both new and returning students, at the 2005 conference in Yosemite! 

Virginia Humphreys, North/Central California Student Board Member 
v_humphreys2003@yahoo.com 
 
Julienne Gard, Southern California Student Board Member 
jgard@csulb.edu 

So, after reading each document, please cast your vote using the enclosed 
ballot.  
 
It’s also time to elect a new President, Vice-President and four board 
members. You’ll find biographical information for each of the candidates 
running for office or a board position on the enclosed ballot. Please take 
time to thoughtfully reflect on the leadership promise of each of these 
candidates and cast your vote online (or mail it postmarked) by April 11th.  
 
Yosemite Update:  The Feb. 1st snow survey lists the Merced River basin 
at 180% of average for this time of year. Spring runoff should create 
especially spectacular waterfalls for our April conference. Registrations 
have been rolling in since mid-December. There is still some space on the 
field trips but a few are already more than half full. So, if you haven’t 
already sent in your registration yet, please do so soon – remember that 
the late registration deadline (March 15) is earlier this year. 
 
See you in Yosemite! 
 
Debra Sharkey 
President 

(President’s Column continued from page 1) 
 



Call for Nominations for Annual Outstanding Educator Award 
 
The Awards Committee is seeking nominations for the Annual Outstanding Educator Award. The award is open to any 
geography educator in California. Each year the Awards Committee reviews the nominations and selects California’s top 
Outstanding Educator. The Awards Committee is composed of the President, Debra Sharkey; Vice President, John 
Aubert; and Immediate Past President, Jenny Zorn. 
To nominate a worthy recipient, before March 15, 2005, send a letter of nomination and the names and phone numbers 
of two additional references to: Jenny Zorn Geography Department, CSU San Bernardino, 5500 University Parkway,  
San Bernardino, CA  92407. Tel: 909-880-7500; E-mail: jzorn@csusb.edu  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

California Geographical Society’s 59th 
Annual Conference, April 22-24, 2005 

For more information,  
visit the CGS website: 
http://www.calgeog.org 

  
or contact 

 
 2005 Conference Organizer,  

Debra Sharkey, at: 
sharked@crc.losrios.edu 

Phone:  916-691-7210 

Important Note:  Due to logistics in Yosemite National Park, the regular registration 
deadline is two weeks earlier than normal. Please postmark your registration materials by 
March 15 to avoid late fees and ensure adequate space for this year’s conference. 

Join us in Yosemite! 

Friday Night BBQ Keynote Speaker:  
Dr. Bob O'Brien, Professor of Geography, Emeritus, San Diego State University 
 
What will Yosemite Valley look like 50 years from now?  Will Yosemite Valley continue as one 
of the most beautiful valleys in the world, or will our present enjoyment of the valley, 
without restraint, lead us in a downward spiral?  Dr. O'Brien, professor emeritus of San 
Diego State University, author of Our National Parks and the Search for Sustainability, 
and Yosemite visitor for almost 60 years, will present a slide show to illustrate these 
questions. The answers are still undecided but the prognosis is positive.  People have loved 
and fought for Yosemite for over a hundred years, and the current situation is no exception. 
Not only does Yosemite Valley stand a good chance of success in a planning effort started 30 
years ago, but the idea of restoring its twin, Hetch Hetchy, is alive again. As befits a 
presentation on an area as magnificent as Yosemite, the images shown will highlight the 
outstanding geography and fascinating history of the entire park. 
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