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Public Policy is fundamentally a discipline interested in identifying public problems and implementing successful solutions.  Several courses focus on the identification of common problems and review potential policy solutions (e.g., POLS 361).  This course focuses exclusively on policy solutions and strategies for successful implementation of these solutions.

 

Clearly, public policy represents a contested terrain.  Policy outcomes represent benefits to some and pain to others.  Hence, policy implementation is typically a political, and often passionate, discourse.  Successful policy implementation, therefore, requires rational strategies.

 

Required Reading

 

Mazmanian & Sabatier: Implementation and Public Policy
(University Press, 1983)

Royse, Thyer, Padgett, & Logan:  Program Evaluation: An Introduction

(Wadsworth, 2000)

Goggin, Lester, O'Toole, & Bowman:  Implementation Theory and Practice
(Addison-Wesley, 1991)  This book is out of print but I hope to make it available online.

 

Course Requirements

 

Course requirements include class participation, a midterm and final exam, and a formal policy related paper.  All class meetings are, of course, mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please meet with me to arrange an alternative assignment.  Readings are critical.  It is expected that students will complete all reading assignments prior to class for which they are assigned.  Students are expected to be prepared to summarize and discuss the readings, and to integrate the readings into the ongoing discussion.  Since verbal communication is the keystone to policy competency, students are required to complete the formal policy paper (12-15 pages) and students will present brief summaries of their papers for the entire class.

Evaluation:

Participation:  15%      Midterm:  25%

Final: 30:      
Paper:  30%

 

Semester Outline 

 

8/25-29:
Introduction:  The Role of Implementation Theory in  Public Policy;



Stages of the Policy Process/ What is the Role of Public Policy?  (Maz 1)
9/3-5:

Framework for Implementation Analysis  (Maz 2 & Online Reading TBA)

9/8-12:

Case Studies (Maz 3)

Cahn is out of town 9/10:  Alternate Assignment will be Distributed 9/8

9/15-19 
Case Studies (Maz 4-5 & Online Reading TBA)

9/19 -- SAC Meeting – optional field trip TBA

9/22-26:
Case Studies (Maz 6-7 & Online Reading TBA)

9/29-10/3: 
Problems in Policy Implementation & Implementation Analysis 

(Maz 8 & Online Reading TBA)

10/6:

Yom Kippor -- no class

10/8-10:
Evaluating Policy Success (Royse 1)

Midterm 10/10

10/13-17:
Ethical Issues in Program Evaluation (Royse 2)

 

Needs Assessment (Royse 3)

10/20-24:
Methodology:  Qualitative Methods in Evaluation (Royse 4)

 

Formative and Process Evaluation (Royse 5)

10/27-31:
Single System Research Designs (Royse 6)

Goal Attainment Scaling (Royse 7)

11/3-7:

Client Satisfaction (Royse 8)



Group Research Designs (Royse 9)

11/10-14: 
Cost Effectiveness and Cost Analysis Designs (Royse 10)

Measurement Tools and Strategies (Royse 11)

11/14 -- SAC Meeting – optional field trip TBA

11/17-21: 
Illustrations of Instruments (Royse 12)

Pragmatic Issues (Royse 13)

11/24-26:
Making Sense of Evaluation Data (Royse 14)

 

Writing Evaluation Proposals, Reports, and Journal Articles (Royse 15)

11/28 -- Thanksgiving Holiday

12/1-5:

Final Presentations & Papers due (last day to turn in papers is 12/5)

12/10:

FINAL EXAM as scheduled

