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Note on Plagiarism – All papers will be run through Turnitin.com to check for similarity to previously published material.  Please be meticulous in avoiding plagiarism – you may not use other people’s words or ideas unless you quote and cite as required.  If you paraphrase someone else’s work, do not use quotation marks but you must cite explicitly.  And, avoid over use of quoted materials.  Strive for original, succinct, narrative.

I. 
INTRODUCTION and PROBLEM STATEMENT  (1-2 Paragraphs maximum)

General introduction to paper --> global to specific, culminating with focused and succinct 
statement of problem or research question.
II. 
Literature Review

Summarize the state of the science as it relates to your specific question in a narrative – using the 
literature as building blocks.  Define concepts.  Anticipate hypotheses.
III. 
DATA

To the extent appropriate, discuss real-world data to flesh out the developing discussion.  This can be 
previously published data, or data that you have collected.  Be sure that any data used is collected 
according to appropriate social scientific protocols.
IV.        
ANALYSIS

Answer your research question explicitly and clearly.  The analysis discusses the information identified in the 
literature review and data sections with an eye toward answering the research question.
V.      
CONCLUSUSION

Bring the paper to a proper end by summarizing what the paper was about and restating your 
findings in a clear and succinct way.
VI.
Technical IssueS
______ Reorganize paper for greater focus. 

______ Use proper citation format.

______ Edit for greater clarity.


______ Use proper reference format.

______ Watch spelling.



______ Other: 

Research Paper GRADE: ______________
