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This exercise is intended to help you acclimate to a research library, search the literature, and draw out resources for your research paper.  The exercise highlights six different areas that may be of utility for your literature review.   

DUE WEDNESDAY 2/5 with your Research Question
I
Books:
Begin by collecting 25 book citations from the online catalog.  Academic books provide the foundational background to most of the topics we research.

II
Refereed Journals:
Supplement your 25 book citations with 15 citations from the Social Science Index, or a similar social science index.   Refereed journals provide analytic rigor and analysis to your study.  They provide the critical answer to the question what have other scholars said about your topic?

III
Government Documents
Government Documents provide critical access to any information that the Government records.  Often this includes large scale data sources that would be impractical for individuals or organizations to collect and distribute.  Use the GPO (government printing office) index to browse Government Documents.  Locate 5 citations relevant to your topic.

V
Newspapers
Often we need factual background on an issue.  In addition to interviewing individuals with specialized knowledge, we often turn reputable newspapers for information.  For example, if we wanted background on the 1969 Santa Barbara Oil Spill we might look to the LA Times, NY Times, and various local papers.  All major national papers are available on microfilm.  Local papers may be available as well (check with the reference librarian).  Locate and copy/ print 1 relevant article.

