Library Exercise
 
MPA 620 -- Research Methods -- Cahn

California State University Northridge  Channel Islands
This exercise is intended to help you acclimate to a major research library, search the literature, and draw out resources for your research paper.  The exercise highlights six different areas that may be of utility for your literature review.  Since we have only five weeks until the end of the semester you  may want to begin checking material out. 

Note: As CSUN students you have access to the CSUN Library free of charge.  You may want to purchase a UCSB Library Card to facilitate your research.  The UCSB library is far superior to CSUNs, and of course, it may be closer to your home.

I
Books:
Begin by collecting 25 citations from Melvyl or a similar catalog.  Melvyl catalogues all materials held by the UC system.  Academic books provide the foundational background to most of the topics we research.

II
Refereed Journals:
Supplement your 25 book citations with 15 citations from the Social Science Index, or a similar social science index.   Refereed journals provide anaytic rigor and analysis to your study.  They provide the critical answer to the question what have other scholars said about your topic?
III
Professional Association Journals:
Depending on your topic, there may be relevant Professional Association Journals that provide practical information on your topic.  Look up the relevant association by name as the subject of your serach.  Locate 1 citation.

IV
Government Documents
Government Documents provide critical access to any information that the Government records.  Often this includes large scale data sources that would be impractical for individuals or organizations to collect and distribute.  Use the GPO (government printing office) index to browse Government Documents.  Locate 5 citations relevant to your topic.

V
Newspapers
Often we need factual background on an issue.  In addition to interviewing individuals with specialized knowledge, we often turn reputable newspapers for information.  For example, if we wanted background on the 1969 Santa Barbara Oil Spill we might look to the LA Times, NY Times, and various local papers.  All major national papers are available on microfilm.  Local papers may be available as well (check with the reference librarian).  Microfilm photocopiers are available to copy relevant articles.  Locate and copy 1 relevant article.

VI
Internet
Useful information is increasingly available online.  Most government agencies at the state and federal level now maintain web sites.  If you have Internet access, try looking up your topic.  Remember, only use information that has been published by a reputable agency!!
