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Course Overview

This course examines the domestic environmental policy process – beginning with problem identification, formation of alternative policy responses, and methods of selecting the most appropriate policy response, including quantitative and qualitative assessments.  It considers what public policy is and how policy choices are made.  How do political choices affect environmental degradation?  Who benefits/suffers from existing environmental legislations?  The course also examines political and economic issues surrounding environmental problems and policy alternatives.  Public policy is the intersection of social, cultural, political, and economic demands.  

Course requirements include: class participation, presentation of case study, and a formal seminar paper.  All class meetings are, of course, mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please meet with me to arrange an alternative assignment.  Readings, of course, are critical.  It is expected that students will complete all reading assignments prior to class for which they are assigned.  Students are expected to be prepared to summarize and discuss the readings, and to integrate the readings into the ongoing discussion.  

Since verbal communication is the keystone to policy competency, students are required to complete a formal seminar paper (18 - 25 pages). Papers may deal with any topic related to environmental policy, and must utilize course materials as well as appropriate additional resources.  Using an appropriate case study, the paper should state the issue or controversy clearly and concisely; evaluate our knowledge and understanding of the issue; and reach some conclusions based on that knowledge.  Do not simply summarize what others have said on the issue -- evaluate their contributions in light of the evolving literature and make your own contribution.  The papers should be written in scholarly format, suitable for presentation at a professional conference.  Remember to cite all sources of ideas and information to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism.

Participation:   20%

Seminar Paper:   50%

Final Exam:  30%

Required Texts

Walter A. Rosenbaum: Environmental Politics and Policy  (Congressional

Quarterly, 2001, 5th edition).

Vig & Kraft: Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-First

Century  (Congressional Quarterly, 2003, 5th edition).

John Dryzek & David Schlosberg: Debating the Earth: The Environmental

Politics Reader (Oxford University Press, 1995).

Mazmanian and Kraft: Toward Sustainable Communities: Transition and Transformations in Environmental Policy (MIT Press, 1999)

Optional:

Kamieniecki, Gonzalez, & Vos: Flashpoints in Environmental Policymaking:  Controversies in Achieving Sustainability (State University of New York Press, 1997).
Public Policy Theories, Models, and Concepts:  An Anthology, Daniel C. McCool, editor (1994).

Course Outline  (reading must be done prior to day assigned)

Week I (9/26):
Introduction to Environmental Policy

Introduction to Public Policy

Policy Tools

The Regulatory Framework

READINGS AVAILABLE ONLINE:  Cahn on Rulemaking; Cohen & Kamieniecki on Policy Tools;

http://www.csun.edu/~cahn/esm241.htm (see Cahn online week 1)
Week II (10/3):
Dilemmas of Environmental Policy;

Public Policy Models;

Environmental Regulatory Subsystems;

Readings:  Rosenbaum 1-2; Vig & Kraft 1-4; Dryzek 1-6

Week III (10/10):  Theories of Environmental Policymaking
The Evolution of Environmental Policy;

Theories of Environmental Policymaking;

Readings:  Rosenbaum 3-5; Vig & Kraft 5-8; Mazmanian 1; NEPA online (see course website)
Week IV (10/17):  Air Policy
Air Pollution;

Air Pollution Controls;

Readings:  Rosenbaum 6; Mazmanian 3; Dryzek 7-9; and the Air Quality Management Plan -- see http://www.aqmd.gov; Cahn online week 4;
Week V (10/24):  Water Policy
Water Pollution;

Water Pollution Controls;

Readings: Rosenbaum 6; Mazmanian 4, Dryzek 10-11; Cahn online week 5;
Week VI (10/31):  Solid, Hazardous, and Toxic Waste
Solid Waste:  The Nation's Garbage;

Integrated Waste Management;

Hazardous Waste & Toxic Waste;

SUPERFUND & other Policies;

Readings:  Rosenbaum 7; Vig & Kraft 11; Cahn online week 6;
Week VII (11/7):  Energy Policy
Energy Policy in Perspective;

The Consequences of Fossil Fuels;

Alternative Energies;

Readings:  Rosenbaum 8; Cahn online week 7;
Week VIII (11/14):  Managing the Commons

Managing Natural Resources

Public Lands

Ocean Policy

Readings:  Rosenbaum 9; Mazmanian 5; Dryzek 2; Cahn online week 8;
Week IX (11/21):  Dilemmas in Environmental Policymaking
Evaluating Policy Success;

Economics & the Environment;

Risk-Based Decisionmaking;

Readings:   Vig & Kraft 9 & 10; Mazmanian 2, 6-7; Dryzek 13-16, 33-35;

Week X (11/28):  Thanksgiving – no class

Week XI (12/5):  Alternatives:  Towards the Sustainable Society
The Steady State;

Renewable Resource Management;

Alternative Technologies;

Readings:   Vig & Kraft 12 & 17; Mazmanian 8-9; and select your preferences from 

Dryzek 17-20, 24, 29-31, 36-40;
Final Exam  (12/12)
