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FALL ‘09 PASSWORDS FOR ONLINE COURSE READERS – ENGL 155 (3761)   &  ENGL098 (3225)  

 LEARNING LOGS FOR MAJOR ESSAY #1 

1. While in the process of wrapping up writing about the disparate impacts of 9/11 on the 
American psyche, please read  Joshua Wirsching’s The U. S. A. –Aggressor or Defender? 
Wings  pp. 32-34    (Email RTF  Word Doc by noon, Fri. 9/11.)  

a. Having written about 9/11’s  effect on our  language, our receptivity to humor in 
times of crisis, how differing demographics had disparate reactions and responses, 
could having had access to  Wirsching’s essay helped you write the Position 
Paper? Why or why not?   
 

2.  McCullagh, “Why Liberty Suffers in Wartime”.…(EAA. 535-539)……(CR) …….29-33 
a. CR: p. 33 (EAA 539)   Q.#1 McCullagh’s article is based largely on historical 

evidence. (Email RTF  Word Doc by noon, Fri. 9/18.) 
i. What is his thesis?  

ii. What is his perspective on the question of civil liberties in a time of war?   
iii. What evidence can you cite for your response?  

 
3.  Japanese Internment, Apology, and Reparations…(CI & E Q…718-727)……..….34-38 

a. CR: p. 36  (723)  Q#1 
i. List the arguments that the writer makes against making monetary 

payments to individuals and evaluate each.  
b.  CR: p. 38  (726)  Q#2 

i.  Does the idea of an apology presuppose that those who owe an apology 
are guilty of some form of wrongdoing? 

c. And  so does an apology  on behalf of a collective involve “a collective guilt” 
(para. 7)?  . (Email RTF  Word Doc by noon, Fri. 9/18.) 

 
4.  Kelly, “Liberties Are a Real Casualty of War”…(TIA   521-523)..……………..…47-49 

a. CR: p. 49 (523) Q #3, Kelly asserts that “success is war pretty much always 
requires the violation of civil liberties.” What evidence does he offer for this 
assertion?  Do you agree with him? Why or why not? (Email RTF  Word Doc by 
noon, Tue.  9/22.) 

 
5. .*Charen, “Relinquish Freedom for Security”(EAA 540-542), ……………….…...50-51  

a. CR: p. 51a (542), Q#4 For Charen, the question of civil liberties can be reduced to 
a simple dichotomy – a pair of options – which she formulates as the “key point” 
in the closing paragraph of this editorial (para. 9).  Do you agree with her 
formulation? What are the advantages of such a dichotomy, especially in a  
LL5, con’t next page 
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newspaper editorial?  What are the advantages of such a position? If forced to 
choose one of the two options she formulates, which would you chose and why?  
(Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon, Tue.  9/22.) 
 

6. *Dershowitz, “Why Fear National ID Cards?”…(EAA 556-557)………………... 64-65 

a. CR: 65(558) Dershowitz, as a law professor, is used to anticipating possible 
rebuttals to his arguments and refuting them in advance. Cite several examples 
where he does so. In paragraph  7,  he distinguishes between the right to 
anonymity and a right to privacy. How does he illustrate this distinction to his 
advantage? (Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon,  Tues.  9/15.) n.b.: Be sure to read 
the assigned CTA: 16-21 for an analysis of this Dershowitz reading.  
 

7. “Privacy, Civil Right Infringements Multiply After Sept. 11” (EAA 543-544)..…52-54a 
a. CR: 54a (545), Q#5 What is the editorial staff of the Minnesota Daily arguing 

for? What are they arguing against? How does their formulation of the problem 
compare to Charen’s? (Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon, Thur 9/24.) 

 
8. Green, “ Databases and Security vs. Privacy”…(TIA  524-526)..………..…..…..55-57a 

a. CR:p. 57a, (527)  Q#1 Why does Green believe that the debate about National ID 
cards focuses on the wrong issue? On what point, according to Green, should 
Americans focus on instead and why? Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon, Thur 
9/24.) 
 

9.  Berkow, “Rower With Muslim Name All American Suspect” (EAA 559-562)….58-60 
a. CR: 60 (561) Q#1. How does Berkow use the experiences of Abdullah (whose 

family name, by the way, means “Servant of God”) to problematize profiling for 
Abdullah?  As a general practice f society at this time? Why is the case of 
Abdullah an especially effective one to use in discussing profiling. . How do you 
think Mona Charen (CR: 50-51) “We Should Relinquish Some Liberty in 
Exchange for Security” and Alan Dershowitz (CR: 64-65)  “Why Fear National 
ID Cards?” would respond to this , i.e. Berkow’s, article? Why? Email RTF  
Word Doc by Noon, Tues 9/29.) 
 

10. .MonDesire, “Stripped of More Than My Clothes” ( EAA 525-527) …..……….61-63 
a. CR: 63 (527) MonDesire  offers one solution to what she sees as a major problem 

caused by U.S. Customs. You have already read  Charen’s essay (CR: 50-51). 
Charen would likely offer a very different proposal to the problems like 
MonDesire describes. How would she propose responding to the overzealousness 
and inequities in the U’ S. Customs’ treatment of returning citizens?  Which 
solution do you think would be better –MonDesire’s or Charen’s  and why?  
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MonDesire, con’t.  
**Please note: MonDesire’s article is pre-9/11and was published in Apr. 1999**  
   Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon, Tues  9/29.) 

LEARNING LOGS FOR MAJOR ESSAY #2  

11. .Halsey, Margaret. “The Cult of I”… (TIC pp. 35-36)……………………… ……116-118 

a. Evaluate Halsey’s ethos. In your opinion, how does her use of language, choice of 
examples, and use of logic affect her credibility? Provide specific examples.  

LEARNING LOGS FOR MAJOR ESSAY #2 , CON’T 

12. Parker, Jo Goodwin. “What is Poverty?” (Steps to Writing Well, pp. 604-607)…119-122 
a. What are the three most important sentences in this reading? Explain why you 

chose each one and what meaning you took away from  it in context of  The 
Soloist  and the bigger picture of homelessness?   
 

13. .McCoy, Bowen. “The Parable of the Sadhu” (Open Questions (OQ), pp  102-110) 
….123-130 

a. McCoy’s Quaker friend claims that the people involved would have reacted 
differently if the sadhu had been, for example, “a well-dressed Western woman.  

b. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
c. What is the role of ethnicity, culture, and economic class in our response to the 

suffering of others?  
 

14. Carter, Stephen L. “Welcoming the Stranger”…( OQ  pp. 111-122)……………131-141 
a. Respond to Carter’s “But civility  –  civility as a moral proposition –  begins with 

the assumption that humans matter, that we owe each other  respect , and that 
treating each other well is a moral duty.” (CR: 141,  OQ 121)  
 

15. West, Cornel. “The Moral Obligations of Living in a Democratic Society”(OQ 123-127) 
…...142-148 

a. Cornel West, the author, is African American, and he grounds his essay in a 
discussion of the African American  “struggle” in this country. What is the 
relevance of this discussion for readers who are not African American ? In which 
paragraph or section of the essay does  this relevance become clear?   
 

16. Garrett, Hardin. “Lifeboat Ethics: The Case against Helping the Poor.” (OQ. 130-140) 
…..149-159 

a. Read though this essay once, then write a paragraph recording your first, quick 
response. E.G., do  you  resist this essay? Does it offend you? If so, why? Or did 
you find Hardin’s arguments intuitively reasonable? (continues next page)  
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b. Now, reread the essay carefully charting its argument. Mark each key question he 
asks and the answers he gives with a (Q) and an (A). Draw a square around the 
statistics he uses to support his claims and mark each with and E for evidence.  
 

17. Staples, Brent. “Black Men  in Public Spaces”… (SWW, pp. 581-583)…………160-162 
a. I’ll pose the same questions as for West’s essay above. Instead of West’s” 

discussion of the African American “struggle,” frame it in Staples’ “My first 
victim was a woman –white, well-dressed, probably in her late 20’s. …After a 
few more quick glimpses, she picked up her pace and was soon running in (con’t) 
(con’t) earnest. Within seconds she disappeared into a cross-street.? How do these 
relate to the notion of homelessness we are examining in The Soloist?  
 

READINGS FOR MAJOR ESSAY #3:  THE NUTS AND BOLTS – FOR  AND AGAINST THE DRAFT  
FOR THE DRAFT  

 
18. Rangel, “Bring Back the Draft”…. 12/02)……(MS: 709‐710) ………….…….................243‐244 

a. How does Rangel establish his Ethos in this essay? How does he use Logos? 
Pathos? Point out the passages that best establish those three appeals.  

 
19. Moskos & Glastris, “Now Do You Believe We Need a Draft?”…(11/01)……….258-261 

a. The authors rely on cause-and-consequence  analysis to build their assertion that 
we need to reinstate the draft. Which passages analyze causes,  which analyze 
consequences, and explain why the authors chose to use them . Please refer to the 
paragraph numbers in the essay you are using in your responses.  What about 
Moskos & Glastris’  ethos- where does it stem from? Why should we care what 
Moskos & Glastris  think or write?  
 

20. .Koerth, “Women  in the D raft Necessary Part of Quest to End Discrimination…..261a-b 
a. How does Koerth define “gender equality”? And how does she li9nk gender 

equality with the draft? Do you agree with her assertions and conclusion?  
 

AGAINST THE DRAFT  

21. Oi, “The Virtue of an All-Volunteer Force”…(2003)………..…….….…………269-271 

a. Weighing  Oi against  Moskos & Glastris (CR: 258-261), which parts of Oi’s 
essay ring true to you.? What about Oi’s ethos- where does it stem from? Why 
should we care what Oi thinks or writes? What’s he got that others have not?  
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LEARNING LOGS  EXPLORING ARGUMENT STRUCTURE, ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS, ETC.  

22. G of A, ch. 8 “The Function of Form”  #1    (Email RTF  Word Doc by 5 PM, Fri. 9/11.) 
Using “The Nature of History” (098 CR: 99a-c;) from our Classical Argument/Classical 
Rhetorical  example:  (Email RTF  Word Doc by Noon, Fri. 9/11.) 

a. Identify each of the parts: Exordium; Narratio; Divisio; Confirmatio; Refutatio; & 
Peroratio 

b. Complete a function outline of this essay. (See guidelines in 098 CR: 152-153: 
Function Outline Sample ( 098 CR: 153-154)  
 

23. Genre of Argument (G of A), ch. 1 “…the Importance of Purpose”   (email by noon ) 
 Read “Advertising in America: Where Did We Go Wrong?” (098 CR: 416-419) and then 
write an analysis of the essay addressing each of these nine questions: 

a. What is the purpose of the essay?  
b. Does the essay address a controversial or complex topic? In what way? 
c. What is the divisio/thesis or claim in the essay? Can you locate it? Where is it?  
d. Does the author indicate awareness of both sides of the issue? List the two 

viewpoints. 
e. Does the author qualify any of the statements in the essay?   
f.  Does the writer indicate awareness of the audience? If so, how and where? 
g. What sort of tone does the essay have and how does it contribute and/or detract 

from the author’s credibility?  
h. Is the structure of the essay similar to or different from the classical argument 

structure we have discussed? 
i. Is the essay an example of the genre of argument? Why or why not? 

 
24. Rhetorical Analysis & Analytical Reading: Fact, Opinion, & Beliefs   

a. Read (098 CR: 463-476)  
b. Answer all 5 questions under Activity 8-3: Thinking Critically about Chiat’s 

“Illusions are Forever”.   
c. Re-review  CR: 474-476 and be prepared to bring materials to discuss Activities 

8:4, 5, 6, & 7 in class on ????  
 

25. G of A , ch. 2: “Exploring a Topic & Finding a Thesis” (098 CR:109-117)    (email by 
noon )             

a. Read “Blindsided by the Media” and “Call it Whatever- Just Don’t Call it News” 
(098 CR:407-415)  , continued on next page  

b. ) In each essay: 1) Identify the divisio/thesis or claim   2) state each divisio/thesis 
in three ways: i.) as a simple divisio/thesis ii). as an expanded divisio/thesis with 
because and iii) as an expanded divisio/thesis statement using the word although.  
iv) Then make a claim for which one is most and least effective for each essay.  
Focus especially on 098 CR: 115-117, pp.  47-50 from original source). 
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26. G of A, ch. 6: “Types of Support ”   (email by noon )                                                   

Please review/re-read the following 3 essays from LLs #22 & 24  above (098CR: 407-419) 

a.  Using  “Types of Support” Ch 6., G of A  (098CR: 139-146), write an analysis 
and compare  the types of support each writer uses. (Continues on next page)  

i. What other support strategies are used, e.g.  statements from experts? 
examples? statistics? personal experience (make sure to give examples of 
each)? 

ii.  How (and where in the essay) do these authors anticipate the need for 
additional reasons because of opposition from their audience, i.e. how do 
they both foreshadow and create the counterargument? (See Kazin, 098 
CR: 198-204  for a great example of foreshadowing)  
 

27. Essay Analysis:  The Nature of Proof  #1           (email by noon )                               
a. Read Wings essay (098CR: 420-422)   [Walls, “The Sorry State of Civil 

Disobedience” ] 
i. Identify and state the divisio/thesis. 

ii. List each point supporting the divisio/thesis. 
iii. List each point supporting the counterargument. 

 
28. Genre of Argument, ch. 10   (098CR: 171-179)           (email by noon )                           
** Bring  LL  and  notes to class for Group Work-  

a. Read the instructions 098CR: 174 under “Sentence-level Revision Illustrated in 
Two Drafts of an Essay.” Then read both the first draft (098CR: 175-176) and the 
revised draft (CR: 177- 179) “Professor Punk” and answer the Exercise questions 
1&2  (CR:179, p. 347 of the original source), making sure your response has 
concrete details (i.e. actual words and phrases from the text) from both the 
original and revised versions essay, along with thorough explanations to support 
your analysis.  
 

29. Essay Analysis: The Nature of Proof #2                  (email by noon)  
a. Read Wings essay (098CR: 423-426) [Wijaya, “The 2nd War in Iraq: Was it the 

Right Thing to Do?]  
i. Identify and state the divisio/thesis. 

ii. List each point supporting the divisio/thesis. 
iii.  List each point supporting the counterargument.   


