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                    (818) 677-3263 

FACULTY SENATE MEETING – Approved 9/10/15 

Minutes of Meeting of May 7, 2015 

 Jack and Florence Ferman Presentation Room  

 

Acting Faculty President Swenson called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 

 

The Secretary called the roll.  Senators not present were:  Christina Ayala-Alcantar (excused), Jessica 

Baty-McMillan, Shane Frehlich (excused), Eric Garcia, Nina Golden (excused), Ray Hong (excused), 

Young Hur, Taeyhun Kim, Sharon Klein (excused), Greg Knotts (excused), Rodica Kohn, Ben 

Mallard (excused), Ronald McIntyre (excused), Douglas McLaughlin (excused), Jeanine Minge, Jose 

Paez, Julie Pearce, Rosa Rivera Furumoto, Chris Sales (excused), Jerald Schutte (excused), Whitney 

Scott, Merril Simon, Danielle Spratt, Michael Summers, Kathleen Young (excused), Tiffany Zaich 

 

The Faculty Senate Minutes for April 2, 2015 were approved as distributed. 

1. Roll Call and Introduction of New Senators 

 The new Senators introduced themselves and were welcomed to the Senate. 

2. Announcements 

 

a. Ghandi announced that the New Faculty Orientation Committee is looking for faculty mentors 

to assist them at an event on Thursday, August 20, 2015 from 8:00am to 11:00am. 

 

3. Resolution Honoring Provost Harry Hellenbrand 

 Link to resolution: http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/honoring-hellenbrand-resolution.pdf 

   

Swenson read a resolution honoring Provost Harry Hellenbrand for his spectacular service to 

CSUN.  The Senate passed the motion by acclamation with a standing ovation. 

  

4. Election of 2015-16 Senate Executive Committee 

 

 The following six Senators were nominated and elected to serve by acclamation to the 2015-16 

Senate Executive Committee:  Cheryl Spector (English), Terri Lisagor (Family and Consumer 

Sciences), Michael Hoggan (Cinema and Television Arts), Diane Schwartz (Computer Science), 

Shad Willingham (Theatre), and Judy Schmidt-Levy (Student Affairs). The following individuals 

serve as ex-officio members:  Shane Frehlich (Faculty President), Adam Swenson (Faculty Vice 

President), Kristy Michaud (Faculty Secretary), Jerry Schutte (CSU Statewide Academic 

Senator), and the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

 

5. Policy Items – Personnel Planning and Review Committee 

 Sheila Grant, Chair of PP&R 

  

 Action Item - Professional Responsibility Policy (Section 604) 

 

http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/senateminutes040215.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/honoring-hellenbrand-resolution.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/professional-responsibility050715.pdf
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Schmidt-Levy, a member of PP&R, reported that the Senate’s feedback was taken into 

consideration.  She reminded the Senators that these changes are an attempt to make all four 

subsections of the Professional Responsibility Policy more clear and consistent.  Professional 

responsibility should include faculty treating each other with civility, understanding, and respect, 

while not compromising academic freedom.  Grant pointed out that the sentence dealing with 

academic freedom was moved to the end of each subsection and listed apart from the numbered 

list.  There was no discussion or debate. 

 

MSP to approve the policy revisions. 

 

6. Senate Reports 

 

a. President’s Report – President Dianne Harrison 

 

President Harrison reported on the following items: 

 

1.   Sexual Assault Campus Climate Survey – Pleased to report that we completed our first 

Sexual Assault Campus Climate Survey, achieving a response rate of approximately 28% 

from our students.  President Harrison thanked Jerry Schutte and his students for 

undertaking this project with very minimal funding.  She expects the report to be 

informative and helpful. 

 

2.   Agent of Change for Student Training – The online sexual assault prevention training 

has launched and is mandatory for all students and required by the State of California. 

Alternate training options are available for students, if necessary.  Fall registration will be 

withheld for students who have not completed the training. 

 

3. Provost Search – President Harrison invited the Senators to meet with the Provost 

candidates on campus this week. 

 

4. Commencement – Senators were reminded about the new commencement schedule and 

encouraged to attend their ceremonies.  There are 10,600 students eligible to graduate this 

year.  The Commencement Committee was commended for their work.  The Honor’s 

Convocation speaker this year will be Peggy Nelson, Senior Sector Vice President for 

Engineering and Global Product Development at Northrop Grumman.  Entertainer Robert 

Townsend and former L.A. County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky will receive honorary 

degrees. Chancellor Timothy White will attend the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and 

Communication on the morning of May 16
th

 where student trustee, Talar Alexanian, will 

be honored. Senators were invited to sign the banner for our graduating students. 

 

5. Yo-Yo Ma VPAC Concert – We hosted Yo-Yo Ma last night at the VPAC.  The 

fundraising gala was an extraordinary success.  

 

6. Distinguished Alumni Awards – Judy Baca ’69, M.A.’80 (Art), Paul Jennings ’85 

(Marketing) and Donald Petrie ’76 (Theatre) were honored at this year’s event.  It was 

inspirational listening to the honorees talk about what a difference this University – and its 

faculty - had made in their lives. 
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7.   Raise our Visibility Reputation Launch – Two launch events were held; we will be 

rolling this initiative out externally at the end of this month.  President Harrison 

encouraged faculty to view the campaign online if unable to attend a launch event. 

 

8.   Special Olympics – We will be hosting the Special Olympics this summer.  Five hundred 

athletes and chaperones will be on campus this July for three days.  

 

9. California State Student Association – We hosted CSSA a few months ago and our 

student leaders showed very well. 

 

b. Provost’s Report – Provost Harry Hellenbrand 

 

Provost Hellenbrand reported on the following items: 

 

1. The first round of equity increases is now complete.  Faculty getting these increases 

should expect them in their June paychecks. 

 

2. Hellenbrand serves on a CSU Budget Task Force.  The big issue discussed has to do with 

money going to higher education and it must be dealt with by the Governor and the 

legislature.  We are about 100,000 seats short of accommodating high school graduates.  A 

report from the task force will be released after the State budget is passed. 

 

 c. CFA Report – CFA President Nate Thomas 

Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/cfareport050715.pdf 

 

In Thomas’s absence, Swenson referred Senators to the written report. 

 

7. Faculty Athletics Report 

 Tina Kiesler, Faculty Athletics Representative (FAR) 

 Link to FAR Report: http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/farreport050715.pdf 

 

 A detailed written FAR report was sent to the Senators.  Kiesler said that our students are doing 

very well academically and this year a record-breaking 81 student-athletes were honored for 

having a 3.2+ GPA.  Athletics Director Brandon Martin has been focusing on student excellence 

and the students are exceling in both their sport and in the classroom.  Kiesler described the 

Academic Progress Rate (APR).  The data for 2013-14 were recently published; we have 9 teams 

with a perfect 1000 APR, and one team with a perfect 4-year APR.  Campuses below 930 APR 

may receive penalty sanctions.  The Chair of Geography, Edward Jackiewicz, will be the FAR 

next year. 

 

8. New Business 

 

 Web-One Data Content Loss – On May 6, Web-One experienced some instability.  In an attempt 

to resolve the issue, the system was restored.  However, content updates made between 7:00am on 

Wednesday, May 6 through 1:00am on Thursday, May 7 were lost.  A Senator asked about what 

was being done to prevent this from happening in the future.  Vice President Baker acknowledged 

that this loss of data was unacceptable.  As a result, they will back up data at 7:00pm at night and 

7:00am every day.  Web-One is sluggish during an update, so they need to do this at times when 

fewer people are using Web-One.  In response to a comment, Baker said that in the future, she 

will make sure that the campus is alerted to the problem much sooner. 

http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/cfareport050715.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/sites/default/files/farreport050715.pdf
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The meeting was adjourned at 3:04 p.m. 

  

Submitted by:   

Terri Lisagor, Secretary of the Faculty 

Heidi Wolfbauer, Recording Secretary 


