
 

         Faculty Senate Office 

                    (818) 677-3263 

 
FACULTY SENATE MEETING – Approved 3/13/2014 

Minutes of Meeting of February 13, 2014 

 Jack and Florence Ferman Presentation Room  

 

Faculty President Frehlich called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 

 

The Secretary called the roll.  Senators not present were:  Chhandak Basu, Michael Bennett, Sloane 

Burke, Dale Conner (excused), Marcella DeVeaux, Michael Hoggan (excused), Sharon Klein 

(excused), Greg Knotts (leave), Amy Levin (excused), Debra Malmberg (excused), Mario Ontiveros 

(excused), Jared Rappaport (excused), Boris Ricks, Rosa Rivera Furumoto, Chris Sales (excused), 

Whitney Scott, Gary Victor, Christopher Woolett (excused) 

 

The Faculty Senate Minutes for November 21, 2013 were approved as distributed. 

1. Announcements  

 

 a. Nominations are being accepted for the 2014 Faculty Awards.  Nomination forms are on the 

Senate website and are due in the Senate Office by February 21, 2014.  Supporting materials 

are due on March 21, 2014. 

 b. The Honored Faculty Reception will be on Wednesday, May 21, 2014 from 1:30pm to 

3:30pm in the USU Grand Salon.  Award winners, new emeritus faculty, and faculty 

achieving milestone service years will be honored. 

 c. Grant encouraged the Senators to complete the ePIFs survey from PP&R.  The deadline is 

Monday, February 17, 2014. 

 d. The China Institute is hosting a Chinese New Year’s Banquet on March 9, 2014 from 5:30pm 

to 8:30pm.  RSVP’s are due on March 3
rd

. 

 e. The Chancellor’s Office announced the launch of the annual Higher Education Energy 

Efficiency and Sustainability Best Practices Awards competition.  They are accepting 

nominations until March 7
th

.  Information is available on the back table. 

 f. The Senators were encouraged to attend the Faculty Appreciation Night tonight hosted by the 

Athletics Department.  There is a reception at 5:30pm prior to the men’s basketball game 

beginning at 7:00pm.  A special halftime faculty recognition ceremony will occur during 

halftime. 

 g. The Senators were encouraged to attend the Center on Disabilities Annual International 

Technology & Persons with Disabilities Conference being held at the Manchester Grand 

Hyatt Hotel in San Diego from March 17 - March 22, 2014. 

 h. Simon announced the Terry Piper Lecture scheduled on March 3
rd

 at 9:00am in the Northridge 

Room.  The speaker will be Laura Rendón and the topic will be Leveraging Student Strengths 

to Support Student Success.  Faculty will be invited by email. 

 i. Augustin announced a student retention event, Enhancing the Academic Potential of our 

Students, at the Grand Salon tomorrow, February 14, 2014. 

 j. Grant said that there will be open forums held in March to address civility on campus. 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/Minutes/senateminutes112113.pdf
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 k. Young informed the Senators that there was a memorial ceremony in honor of Bobbie 

Madison, Health Sciences, on February 10
th

.   

 l. Shutte shared that Lewis Yablonsky, emeritus faculty member in Sociology, passed away 

recently. 

 m. Spector said that the 2014-15 Freshman Common Reading is a book titled, Postmortal, by 

Drew Magary.  Books are available to faculty willing to talk about the book with at least one 

student.  

 

2. Election to Replace Shane Frehlich as Faculty Vice President  

 
When Steven Stepanek resigned from his position as Faculty President to accept the position of 

CSU Faculty Trustee, Shane Frehlich moved from Vice President to the Faculty President 

position.  Therefore, the Vice President of the Faculty position is now vacant.  The Senate made 

one nomination for this position. 

 

MSP that Adam Swenson, Philosophy Department, be elected by acclamation, as Faculty Vice 

President. 

 

3. Faculty Elections:  Nominations for Faculty Officers, Statewide Academic Senator and 

Senators-at Large; recommendations for Standing Committee representatives 

  
 The following nominations were made by the Senate Executive Committee (SEC) and/or the 

Senate: 

 

 President:  Shane Frehlich 

 Vice President:  Adam Swenson 

 Secretary:  Cecile Bendavid, Terri Lisagor 

 Statewide Academic Senator:  Terri Lisagor, Jerald Schutte, Wayne Smith, Adam Swenson 

 Senators-at-Large:  Alexander Alekseenko, Jorge Balbas, Cecile Bendavid, Joyce Broussard, Yi 

Cai, Sakile Camara, Michael Carter, Shartriya Collier, Ellis Godard, Sheila Grant, Barbara Gross, 

Terri Lisagor, Debbie Ma, Boris Ricks, Martin Saiz, Judy Schmidt-Levy, Diane Schwartz, Merril 

Simon, Wayne Smith, Elizabeth Sussman, Christian Tedeschi, Emily Thom, Holli Tonyan, Veda 

Ward, Dan Weingarten, Kathleen Young 

 

 The Senate also made recommendations for the Senate standing committees; recommended 

faculty will be considered by the Senate Executive Committee for nomination.   Faculty can make 

additional nominations by a petition signed by 15 members of the faculty due in the Senate Office 

by February 26
th

.  

 

4. 2014-15 Academic Calendar Changes 

 William Whiting, Associate Vice President for Faculty Affairs 

 

Whiting named the members of the Academic Calendar Committee (ACC).  He said that the 

2014-15 academic calendar was due to the Chancellor’s Office on February 7, 2014.  The ACC 

consulted with campus constituents and had two open forums before arriving unanimously with 

the following changes to the Spring 2015 semester. 

 

 Weekend commencement ceremonies will be held on Saturday (5/16), Sunday (5/17), and 

Monday (5/18). 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/csu-trustee-resolution101713.pdf
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 Final exams will be held from Saturday (5/9) to Friday (5/15). 

 Honors Convocation will be held on Friday (5/15). 

 The number of Saturday class meetings will be reduced from 15 to 14 in Spring 2015.  There 

are currently 14 Saturdays class meetings in the Fall 2014 semester. 

 

A Senator suggested that calendars posted on the Faculty Affairs website include a date when last 

updated. 

 

5. Policy Item – Research and Grants Committee    

Matthew DesLauriers, Chair of R&G 

Scott Perez, Director of Research and Sponsored Projects 

  

Action Item – Policy on Financial Conflict of Interest Pertaining to PHS-Sponsored Projects 

 

DesLauriers reminded the Senators that this policy is specific to Public Health (PHS) sponsored 

research and requires annual disclosure.  There was no discussion. 

 

The motion to approve the policy was passed unanimously. 

 

 First Reading – CSUN Policy and Procedures for Responding to Allegations of Research 

 Misconduct 

  

 DesLauriers said that this policy is being updated to comply with the current federal regulations.  

The key updates are noted in the policy statement and were shared with the Senators.  The list of 

definitions has been expanded, and language has been edited for clarity. 

 

 Vice Provost Neubauer requested the Senate to waive the first-reading because the auditor has 

requested that this policy be updated by March 2014.  A Senator suggested that we consider 

waiving the first-reading after discussion has taken place. 

 

 There were no questions raised and no discussion took place.  Consequently, the lack of 

discussion was taken as there being no objection to waiving the first-reading, so the vote was 

taken. 

 

The motion to approve the policy was passed unanimously. 
 

6. Senate Reports 

 

 a.  President’s Report – President Dianne Harrison 

 

 President Harrison reported on the following topics: 

 

    1.   The Governor’s Budget – The Governor’s 2014-15 proposed budget for the CSU 

includes an additional $142.2 million in funding provided there are no tuition increases; 

proposal is $95 million less than the Board of Trustees requested.  After mandatory costs 

and 3% possible compensation pool, no discretionary dollars remain.  The budget proposal 

also includes a transfer of $297 million in bond debt from the state to the CSU.  Based 

upon CSU concerns with the fluctuations in interest rates on the bond debt, the 

Department of Finance is modelling funding options to minimize impact(s).  CSU 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/financial-conflict-of-interest021314.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/scientific-misconduct021314.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/scientific-misconduct021314.pdf
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advocacy will continue for additional $95 million in the budget for enrollment growth, 

allowing access for an additional 20,000 students.  Our funding will be performance-based 

with accountability and will probably include completion rates (4- and 6-year completion 

for CSU and 2- and 3-year for transfer students from CCC).    

 

    2.   Chancellor’s State of the CSU – The Chancellor outlined several challenges during his 

address: need for greater access; improvement in graduation rates, calling for a 10% 

increase in 10 years; additional staff and faculty to support initiatives; expansion of 

funding for bottleneck courses; expansion of system level data and analytics; and an 

increase in access and success of SB1440 students and others transferring from 

community colleges. 

 

    3.   Performance Rating System – State funding models for universities likely to shift from 

FTES to performance based metrics in the next several years.  President Obama also 

supports a rating system.  The Department of Education is preparing a model focused on 

completion, cost and access.  Significant conversation centers on PELL students; 

preliminary analysis supports favorable results for CSUN with this unique population.  A 

draft rating model is expected in April and anticipated to be finalized by December.  At 

CSUN, we need to identify what is both cost effective and successful for our students and 

find methods to scale up for greater impact. 

 

    4.   Water Usage – The Governor has mandated all state agencies reduce their water usage by 

20%.  We have been aggressive already, but we need to continue looking for additional 

opportunities to reduce our consumption.   

 

    5.   Campus Events/Activities – The campus has had many recent events; the holiday party 

in December is a great new tradition; the dedication of the Blenda Wilson Courtyard in 

recognition of Blenda Wilson’s accomplishments after the Northridge earthquake was a 

very touching event last month; the earthquake commemorative co-hosted with the Valley 

Economic Alliance on January 17
th

 emphasized earthquake preparedness; and an 

emergency operation drill took place on campus, allowing additional practice and support 

for our strong policies, procedures, and dedicated and experienced colleagues on 

campus.     

 

    6.   Faculty Appreciation Night – President Harrison encouraged the Senators to attend the 

Faculty Appreciation Night (hosted by Athletics) being held this evening. 

 

     7.   Membership to the Association of Public Land-grant Universities (APLU) – We were 

pleased to be offered membership into APLU, the nation’s oldest higher education 

association.  As their focus is on research in higher education, she encouraged the 

Senators to use the valuable resources available through our membership. 
 

 b. Provost’s Report – Vice Provost Michael Neubauer 

   

  Vice Provost Neubauer reported on the following items: 

 

1.   We will be 9% over our FTES target this academic year.  Applications for Fall 2014 are 

up so the index was raised to 3700 for tier two.  This is an attempt to bring down the size 

of the freshmen class.  We are also expecting a large transfer class. 
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2. For the next two years, we hope to hire 90 new faculty. 

 

3.  Two reports were sent to the Senators: When Words Flail and Assessment: Whither? 

   

  Vice President William Watkins gave on update on commencement changes occurring this 

year.  He said that the student representatives gave a very convincing argument for providing 

graduates with 7 tickets each and for additional ceremonies allowing for single-college 

ceremonies.  Watkins complimented the student leadership for bringing matters of importance 

to the administration in a professional manner.  Consequently, the President added one more 

day for commencement ceremonies (see schedule below).  This new schedule will allow the 

traditional approach for receptions.  Watkins said he is currently researching an effective 

ticketing system.   A Senator praised Watkins for his hard work and for allowing compromise 

in these efforts.  

 

  The ceremonies will be as follows: 

 

  Honors Convocation:    Fri, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. 

  Commencement Ceremonies:   AMC on Mon, May 19 at 8:00am. 

        HHD on Mon, May 19 at 6:00pm. 

        S&BS on Wed, May 21 at 8:00am. 

        E&CS, S&M, S&BS grads on Wed, May 21 at 6:00pm. 

        B&E on Thurs, May 22 at 8:00am. 

        HUM on Thurs, May 22 at 6:00pm. 

       

 c.  Statewide Academic Senate CSU Report – Sandra Chong 

  Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport021314.pdf 

 

  A written report was distributed.  Chong asked the Senators to provide feedback on the first-

reading resolutions.  The next Statewide Academic Senate CSU meeting is on March 19-21, 

2014.  She brought special attention to two first-reading resolutions:   

 

 Meeting Common Core Standards as CSU Admission Requirements AS-3161-14 

This resolution asks for a review of CSU admission policies EO1065 regarding 

Algebra II, to move away from listing specific mathematics courses as admissions 

requirements, and instead use CCSS for this purpose. 

 Concerns Regarding a Community College Baccalaureate Degree Pilot Program 

AS3163-14 

This speaks AGAINST the recent push to establish pilot BA degree programs at 

CCC’s and asks for amendments of the legislature to include, among other things, 

CSUs’ right of refusal. 

  

 d. CFA Report – CFA President Nate Thomas 

   Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport021314.pdf 

 

   A written report was distributed.  Thomas said that CFA is currently bargaining and they are 

very optimistic.  It was acknowledged by the CSU that there is an inversion-compression issue 

and that salaries are low.  The meetings have been very professional and cordial. 

 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport021314.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport021314.pdf
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The meeting was adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 

  

Submitted by:   

Terri Lisagor, Secretary of the Faculty 

Heidi Wolfbauer, Recording Secretary 

 

 


