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  UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION, INC. 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MARCH 18, 2013 

MINUTES 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the USU BOD was called to order at 12:32 p.m. by Chair Sabrina Lockey.   

II. Roll Call 

 

Present Absent Staff Guests 

Myles Adkins Chenice Rand Kristie Godfrey Tanesha Young 

Talar Alexanian (for Adan 

Garay, A.S. Rep.) 
 Joseph Illuminate   

Shoorideh Asgari  Shannon Krajewski  

Shelley Ruelas-Bischoff    Kaila Lavin  

Tiffany Castellanos    Kingson Leung  

Sharon Eichten   Carol Nardini  

Debra Hammond   Kristen Pichler  

Collin Johnson  Thomas Sekayan  

Shahtaj Khan    

Marianne Link      

Sabrina Lockey    

Nicole Riley    

Tonee Sherrill    

Demontae Thompson    

Perlita Varela      

Ivor Weiner    

 

III. Approval of Agenda  

 M/S/P (P. Varela/M. Adkins) Motion to approve the agenda of March 18, 2013. 

 Motion passed 14-0-0.   

IV. Approval of Minutes dated February 18, 2013 
M/S/P (T. Castellanos/N. Riley) Motion to approve the minutes dated February 18, 2013. 

Motion passed 14-0-0. 

V. Approval of Minutes dated March 4, 2013 
M/S/P (S. Khan/P. Varela) Motion to approve the emergency meeting minutes dated March 4, 2013. 

Motion passed 11-0-3. 

VI. Open Forum   
Kingson Leung, Coordinator, Special Initiatives, thanked the board for the opportunity to attend the ACUI 

conference held in St. Louis, March 9-14.  He also thanked Director Hammond and the USU for giving him the 

opportunity to attend the conference; it was inspirational and allowed him to discover new perspectives.  He had the 

privilege of attending a dinner with Bill Mosher, the director and producer of the PBS documentary, along with 

individuals from ACUI central office, and the Executive Directors from the other colleges featured in the video.   He 

was invited to the dinner because of his role with CSUN and the project.  Kingson also commented on the keynote 

speaker, Kevin Carroll, who spoke on the last day of the conference.  Mr. Carroll’s speech was impressive, 

innovative and creative.     

VII. Chair’s Report 
Chair Lockey said that she attended the ACUI conference in St. Louis saying it was amazing and a great learning 

experience.  She is proud of our campus and our student union.  Our staff spends a great deal of time training the 

board members.  The USU follows our mission of inclusion and our campus is diverse.  The rough-cut PBS 
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Visionaries program was exciting to watch.   She wished Directors Riley, Shataj, and Thompson good luck in their 

run for the board next week.    

VIII. Vice Chair’s Report 
Vice Chair Thompson thanked the board for the opportunity to attend the ACUI conference in St. Louis.  He is a 

business major and wondered if the conference would influence him.  He said he will now seriously investigate and 

consider a career in student affairs.  He attended a workshop called The Art of Networking.  Thompson said he had 

an amazing conversation with Lyle Ward, an ACUI member for 30 years, regarding a career in student affairs.  Mr. 

Ward gave Thompson an ACUI pin which he showed the board.     

IX. Executive Director’s Report 

Director Hammond said the USU has hired a number of new employees.  Thomas Sekayan accepted the USU’s offer 

of regular employment as Operations Supervisor.  Michal Jankowski recently accepted a new position as the 

Manager, Facilities Operations, for the SRC.   Thomas was hired to replace Michal.  Renise Weiss is the new 

Accountant 1– Payroll.  Kristofer Newsome begins on March 20 as the new Coordinator, Intramurals.    

The Marketing Department launched a new video, Harlem Shake Matador Nights which the board should take a 

look at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=MOw6Nrb2jOQ.   For the first time, the 

USU sent out its Annual Report electronically.  Hammond said she’s getting positive responses from the campus 

including e-mails from Dr. Watkins, Vice President Student Affairs, Dean of Students, and Dianne Harrison, 

President of CSUN.  Board members commented saying the report is beautiful and did not look like an annual 

report.  The Marketing Department did a fantastic job on the report along with Sharon Kinard, Manager, 

Administration and Communication, who did much of the writing.      

The ACUI conference in St. Louis was exceptional and inspiring.  The PBS Visionaries video was the rough cut 

version.  Hammond said that CSUN was the third college filmed and wondered why we were not featured third in 

the video. Bill Mosher, the director and producer, said he needed a strong finish and so he saved Northridge for the 

end.  It was because of our diversity and levels of involvement by representing communities within communities.  

Servant leadership is at our core.  The board should be proud of how we run our student union.  Hammond thanked 

Tanesha Young, BOD Graduate Assistant, who attended the conference.  They worked on a pre-conference 

StrengthsQuest presentation together with Rick Miller from Texas A&M University.  They received positive 

feedback.    

X. A. S. Report 

Talar Alexanian attended the meeting in place of Director Garay.  She said that A.S. elections are March 26 and 27 

and urged everyone to vote.  The CSSA (California State Student Association) was on campus March 15, 16, and 

17, as well as representatives from all 23 CSU campuses.  She said that the CSU representatives loved the SRC.  

The A.S. Comedy Show is scheduled for April 2 and tickets are free.    There is a great opportunity for students to 

represent all the CSU campuses at the monthly Board of Trustees meetings.  If anybody is interested in applying, 

they should visit csustudents.org.  Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on March 29.   A.S. is in the process of 

finalizing their annual budget.   

XI. Committee Reports 

 Facilities & Commercial Services – Chair Varela said the committee is working on selecting the new furniture 

for the lounges at the USU.  All members are engaged and participating and they hope everyone likes the end 

product. 

 Finance Committee – Chair Johnson said he has enjoyed hearing about the ACUI conference from everyone and 

would like to attend an ACUI conference in the future.  He also thanked everyone who attended the emergency 

meeting on March 4.  The next meeting for the Finance Committee is March 22 and he invited everyone to 

come and see what the committee is doing.    

 Personnel Committee – Chair Adkins said the committee is reviewing the Employee Handbook.  A list of items 

to review has been made.  Each member will review a few of the items to be discussed at the next meeting on 

April 22.   

XII. Action Items  

A. Matty’s Kids Club, Assessment & Recommendation of Space 

Motion from the Facilities & Commercial Services Committee to convert the existing Matty’s Kids Club space 

into an intramural office at the end of the spring term, 2013.    

Director Varela said the proposal is to repurpose the existing Matty’s Kids Club (MKC) space in the Student 

Recreation Center (SRC).  In the SRC referendum originally passed in 2007, a space for babysitting services in 

the SRC was specified.  MKC was therefore built into the design of the SRC and has been operating since the 

SRC opened in January 2012.  MKC is not being regularly utilized by SRC members and as a result, the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=MOw6Nrb2jOQ
http://csustudents.org/
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organization is not maximizing the use of the area and is also significantly subsidizing the operational costs of 

the program.   

Director Varela said that a survey was sent out to current SRC members and 481 people responded.  99.57% 

respondents answered that they had never brought children to MKC.  One child visited 24 times, but has not 

visited since August 2012.   

Kaila Lavin, Membership Coordinator-SRC, fielded questions.  Board members asked if MKC could be used as 

a counseling office.  Kaila responded that counseling offices will be available in the new Wellness Center.   

People involved in intramurals are always looking for space to hold meetings.  There are only four employees 

who currently work for MKC.  Two of them have dual posts so they are covered.  Spots will be found for the 

other two.  Director Hammond said that the USU does not lay off student employees when an operation closes.  

When that circumstance occurs because an employee’s position is removed, a job is found for them.  Hammond 

said another reason parents are not using MKC is that they cannot attend classes while their children are at 

MKC.  MKC is to be used only while parents are at the SRC and not for general babysitting purposes.  

Dependents can be brought in on weekends and holidays.  Board members said that converting MKC into an 

intramural office is a good idea. 

Motion passed 14-0-0.    

XIV. Discussion Items 

A. Aida Salazar & Board Volunteer Achievement Awards 

Chair Lockey said that a nominee must be a member of the CSUN community, and to have significantly 

promoted and supported the mission of the University Student Union.  The winner will receive $100.00, and a 

plaque.  Another plaque will be placed in the USU.  At the April meeting, the nominations will be heard 

including brief rationales for each nomination.  Voting is conducted by secret ballot and tallied by the BOD 

Graduate Assistant.  The winner will be announced at the Year End Celebration Banquet.     

The Board of Directors Achievement Award will go to an outstanding committee member.  Each committee 

chair discusses the award with their committee.  The committee nominates one of their members.   At the April 

board meeting, the committee chairs will speak on behalf of their nominees.  Voting is conducted by secret 

ballot and tallied by the BOD Graduate Assistant.  The winner will be announced at the Year End Celebration 

Banquet.    

Director Hammond said that not everyone will know who the nominated person is for each committee.  The 

chairs need to bring as much information as possible to the April board meeting.  They can also talk to USU 

staff to gather more information if necessary.  It will help the board make an informed decision.   

B. 2013 USU Executive Director’s Evaluation Process 

Director Ruelas-Bischoff passed out the evaluation packets to board members and said that every year the board 

evaluates the performance of the USU Executive Director. The evaluation form is to be filled out and returned 

to her in a sealed envelope marked “confidential” by April 5, 2013.   The forms are anonymous and the 

comments are valuable in the evaluation.   The Board Review Team is comprised of the Chair of the USU BOD, 

the Personnel Committee Chair and the Associate Vice President for Student Life.  The results of the evaluation 

will be presented in closed session at the May meeting.  Carol Nardini will send the evaluation packet 

electronically to the board members.    

XV. Announcements 

 Tanesha Young, BOD Graduate Assistant, handed out flyers from the Marketing Department.  She encouraged 

the board to vote next week. 

 Shannon Krajewski, Associate Director, Marketing and Programs, handed out flyers regarding the Print 

Anywhere printing program which enables students to print from their phones, tablets, IPads, etc., both on and 

off campus.  They can pick up the printed pages from either the USU or SSU computer labs.  She also said that 

jobs for the fall semester will soon be posted.  The USU has not done this before, but decided it would be a 

good idea to get started so that students will have jobs set up when they return from summer break.  

 Director Link and the Alive and Well Peer Educators provided Mocktails and safer partying tips at the last 

Laugh Your Class Off and will participate again this Friday night.   She had the opportunity to attend the ACPA 

(American College Personnel Association) Conference in Las Vegas in March and found it to be very 

worthwhile.  She attended a pre-conference workshop on the Healthy Campus Initiative.   The National College 

Health Assessment was sent to students last week.  It should be in everyone’s CSUN e-mail.   A reminder will 

be sent tomorrow.  Results from the NCHA, such as stress being the number one academic impediment for 

students, are used to help determine campus services and programming.  
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 Director Thompson said his birthday is April 26; it also happens to be Matador Nights!  He said everyone 

should take a look at the Harlem Shake video.  The new turf field is beautiful and he cannot wait to run on it.  It 

officially opens next week for open recreation. 

 Director Eichten said that the new athletic director starts April 2, so look for some exciting changes with 

Athletics.  For instance, additional upgrades are planned for the Matadome and soccer field.  The Board of 

Trustees meets tomorrow and will be discussing the 2013-14 budget.    

XVI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Lockey at 1:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

 

Debra L. Hammond,  

Executive Director  

 

 

 

 


