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1. This document

This is your syllabus for the class. A syllabus is an outline of a course that describes what to expect and what you need to do to pass. You cannot pass this course unless you read and consult this document and Moodle regularly. The course is subject to minor changes as we progress (e.g., topics, readings). Before you ask a question, consult this document to ensure it has not been answered. 
2. Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)
Below is a list of the aims and objectives of this course that have been determined by the University, College, Department and your instructor. What can you expect to learn in this course? 

RS 497B has been designed as a capstone course for RS majors. As such, it allows students to draw upon the knowledge and critical thinking skills they have accumulated up to this point as RS majors.

In this class you will learn about 3 approaches to doing research—qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods—and how to apply each by selecting a research question, designing a study, collecting data, analyzing it. Students will work collaboratively in groups of 3 throughout the semester on a research project which will culminate in a research paper structured after one or more of the methods mentioned above.

The general topic for research concerns new religious movements, and in particular the emergence of movements in Southern California that focus on, or address, past life regression. The broad question is “why do people participate in past life regression groups in Southern California?”
Working collaboratively, students will devise and conduct a study based on past life regression group/s in Southern California. They will attend at least one past life regression session and complete an online survey about their experience. They will use the data from the survey for their final research project. Students will also interview at least one member of a past life regression group and use the data from the interview for their final research project. 

In the final project, they may use qualitative (e.g., open-ended interview questions), quantitative (e.g., secondary analyses of data on past life groups or closed-response survey methods) and/or mixed methods (i.e., meaningfully integrates both qualitative and quantitative methods) to address the research question. 
RS 497B student learning objectives:
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 
1. Explain, compare and contrast three approaches to doing research on new religious movements— qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods.
2. Formulate a research question and hypotheses on new religious movements. 
3. Select the most appropriate methodology (qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods) to investigate a research question on new religious movements.  
4. Conduct a systematic literature review on an aspect of new religious movements.
5. Design and implement a research project, yielding relevant data to contribute towards a better understanding of new religious movements. This will include data collection and analysis (e.g., descriptive/inferential statistics, ethnographic descriptive summary).
6. Write a research paper that describes the purpose of the study, hypotheses, selection of methods, results of the analyses and a discussion of the research.
Religious Studies Student Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
1. Recognize and to articulate (orally and in writing) the difference between an academic approach to religion and a personal, devotional approach. 

2. Demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in recognizing the major contributors to the modern study of religion and their models/theories from philosophy, theology, the history of religions, and the social sciences.  

3. Understand the following terms in their conventional, popular usage, and then discuss the variety of ways that religious studies scholars have critiqued, expanded, or problematized these: religion, religious, myth, ritual, symbol, philosophy, subjectivity, objectivity, secular/secularization, cult, sect, mysticism, theism, atheism, polytheism, monotheism, spirituality, magic, paganism, animism, canon, religious violence, post-colonialism, individualistic compared to community-based religions.

4. Explain and give basic examples of the social function of religion with regard to gender, ethnicity, and nationality.

5. Recognize religiosity in an aspect of modern culture such as different forms of media, art, music, films, politics, sports, and the public discourse on science. 

6. Demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in describing several specific religious traditions, including their historical development, major beliefs and practices, and demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in interpreting religious texts and rituals from each religious tradition.
3. Course Information
A.) Readings
You cannot pass the course unless you do all of the required readings. Readings are from the required book or articles will be available in advance, electronically on Moodle.

Required Textbook: 
John W. Criswell. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 4th edition. SAGE Publications, 2014.
I recommend that you purchase a copy of this book by the first day of class. You can obtain a copy in CSUN’s bookstore, or new/used at amazon.com from around between $40-$80. The Oviatt library also holds one copy for loan (Floor3 H62. C6963 2014). I have one personal consultation copy that can be borrowed in person during my office hours only. 
Recommended:
Dawson, L. L. (2006). Comprehending Cults: The Sociology of New Religious Movements. Publisher: Oxford University Press.

Regular consultation of the required textbook is required to pass the course. CSUN library holds a copy.
B.) Teaching 
This is not a lecture-based class. The class is a seminar-style, participatory class. Your homework will include reading materials. Class time will be spent discussing anything in the materials that you are unsure of, and designing and implementing your research project. You will also have designated time some weeks to work on your group projects.  Come prepared to discuss the readings and apply what you have read to your research project. 
C.) Communication

· Check your CSUN account weekly for class messages.
· Ask me in person, in class, anytime throughout the course, about anything that you are unsure of. 
· You may also email me questions. Begin the email with the following “Dear Dr. White, my name is _______ and I am in your RS 497B class.” Be as specific as you can in your enquiry.
· I will answer emails within 48 hours Mon-Fri. 
· See me in person, during office hours, if necessary. No appointment necessary.
D.) Disability

If you have a disability and need accommodations, please register with the Disability Resources and Educational Services office or the National Center on Deafness. The DRES office can be reached at (818) 677-2684. NCOD can be reached at (818) 677-2611. Please let me know how I can accommodate you at the earliest opportunity. 

E.) Difficulties

If you are experiencing personal difficulties during the course – such as mental health issues or family problems that are affecting your progress, make an appointment to come and see me as early as you can. 

F.) Religious Observations 
If an assignment due date conflicts with a religious observation that affects you then complete the assignment early. If the observation lasts longer than 6 days then contact me for an earlier submission.
G.) Submission/Late work 
· All assignments are due electronically on Moodle and in paper to the instructor. Follow the guidelines on Moodle. 

· Late assignments will receive 0. 
· Always complete assignments at least 1 day early to allow time for any problems to be resolved. 

· ***Late work and re-take assignments are only accepted in cases of severe emergencies (e.g., illness requiring hospitalization or a death in the family). All emergencies must be documented in writing and submitted to me for consideration within 7 days of the event. 
· Technological problems (e.g., broken computer, failure to upload doc on Moodle) are not valid reasons for late submissions. If you have problems, contact IT BEFORE the deadline.
H). Extra Credit Opportunities

There are no extra credit opportunities in the course.
I). Grading 

Grading is based on a point system. Maximum points overall = 100. 
	POINTS
	GRADE

	90-100 
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79 
	C

	60-69 
	D

	Below 60 
	F


Grades are not curved or normalized. 
4. Assessment Summary

	#
	Due Day/time 
	Title 
	Total Points

	1
	n/a
	Class attendance 
	10

	3
	29th March by 4pm
	Project outline
	10

	4
	5th/12th April by 6pm
	Group presentation 
	10

	5
	19th April by 4pm
	Survey completion 
	10

	6
	26th April by 4pm
	Interview transcript
	10

	7
	3rd May by 4pm
	Final project 
	50


4.1 Class attendance

Students are expected to attend every class. Two points will be deducted for every missed class.
4.2 Project outline

In 1,000 words or less (excluding references), you will summarize the main points of your research project so far. In your outline, you will include the research question, hypotheses, introduction (summary of research/rationale for current research), methods to be used (e.g., qualitative, example of questions asked). Include any references used. This is an outline, it is not expected to be the final product, but it should contain enough detail to convince the instructor that you have thought through the project and can conduct it. Essays may be similar in places, but not identical. 
-See Moodle. 

4.3 Group presentation

Groups will present a summary of their research thus far. Groups will also prepare and submit a PowerPoint of their presentation.
-See Moodle. 

4.4 Survey completion

Groups must complete a survey based on their observations of attendance at a past life regression session. See Moodle. 
4.5 Interview transcript

Groups must complete an interview transcript with an individual who holds the conviction that she or he has lived before and has attended a past life group. See Moodle. 
4.6 Final project essay
The final project is an essay report based on your research. The research is conducted in teams of two, analyzed together, but the essay is written individually. Essays may be similar in places, but not identical. 

In 6,000 words or less (excluding references), you will report on your research project. You will include the research question, hypotheses, introduction (summary of research/rationale for current research), methods used (e.g., qualitative, example of questions asked), results, discussion, references. See Moodle. 

Papers are to be submitted electronically in Moodle, and in person, to the instructor, on the last day of class by 4pm. 
5. Academic Dishonesty

All cheating, including plagiarism, will NOT be tolerated. Students will receive a grade F and be reported to the University for disciplinary action. For more information of the behavior defined as academic dishonesty, and a more detailed discussion of disciplinary procedures, consult pages 27-28 of the 2012-2013 Student Handbook.
BE SURE TO DOWNLOAD A COPY OF THE WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE AND SUBMISSION TRACKER ON MOODLE TO ACCOMPANY THE SYLLABUS!
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