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Robotics arrives at SAEP
Students work feverishly in classes designed for those interested in math, engineering

MADDISON AFRADI
LIANA WADHWANI

Something new and exciting has 
come to SAEP.

Robotics students, under the 
guidance of Ms. Kim, have been preparing 
for a duel to the end.
 “If I could go back in time I 
would major in engineering,” said Ms. 
Kim.
 The classes are based on working 
together – the more the merrier.
 “Teamwork helps you to 
complete goals faster and it also benefits 
you when working as a team so you can 
learn how to communicate and cooperate 
as a team,’’ said Jonathan Sher.  
 Even shy students agree.
 “Usually I am not that much of a 
team worker but for robotics you really 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Mrs. Bancroft celebrates a decade of making SAEP a great place

Q: Do you mind taking double-duty 
this year?
A: I actually enjoy it.

Q: Did you choose to take double-duty 
this year?
A: The need came up and I asked Dr. 
Rivas and he said I could do it.

Q: What do you like about working at 
SAEP?
A: I like helping people be better at what 
they are already good at.

Q: What are you planning for next year?
A: We are planning to add possibly a 
ukulele class and maybe American Sign 
Language and a Forensics C.S.I. class.

Q: Do you have any advice for incoming 
sixth graders who want to attend SAEP 
next year?
A: It’s a safe calm environment to 
transition from elementary to middle 
school.

Q: Do you have any advice for eighth 
graders going into high school?
A: Evaluate who you were in middle 
school and if you felt if you got off track, 
re-evaluate, start fresh on the new clean 
slate of high school.

Published by 
SAEP Journalism

Our Cody Laurie 
sat down with our 
administrator, who is 
celebrating a great 10 
years with SAEP... In 
addition to her previous 
regular responsibilities 
as Academic 
Administrator, Mrs. 
Bancroft is spending 
this summer as the Field 
Administrator as well...
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 How does a strawberry 
consistently seem to grow red and juicy?
 DNA carries the genetic 
information that allows for the strawberry 
to grow to what we now know this fruit to 
be.  Inside of us, there are cells and in each 
cell’s nucleus there is DNA.
 “A program for genes is the 
function of DNA,”  Evan Semper said.   
 DNA can be thought of as the 
code for a computer.  Students in SAEP’s 
high school biology class were able to 
extract DNA from a strawberry.   Teacher 
Mrs. Herr said she came across this project 
while training to become a teacher.  By 
conducting this experiment, students learn 
what DNA looks like and that there truly 
is DNA in strawberries.

 First, the strawberries 
were mashed until mushy in a 
plastic bag.  After mushed, the 
extraction liquid was added 
to the strawberries.  
 “ T h e 
extraction buffer is 
made of salt, water, 
and soap,” Mrs. Herr 
said.     
 “We are 
mashing up strawberries to 
divide them       up and put the l iqu id 
with the DNA in it into the coffee 
filters,” said Molly Schiffer. 
 Lastly, rubbing alcohol 
was poured into the beaker with 
the strawberry liquid, students 
waited about 30 seconds 
and ta-da, the DNA has been 
extracted!    

 

The DNA 
appeared to be like a spider 

web, white and stringy.  With 
a toothpick, students were able 

to gently pick it up to observe closer.
 So, next time you eat a 
strawberry, you will know that you are 

eating the DNA in it as well. 
This experiment was  just part of the 

fun that can be experienced  in a 
summer biology class.
 “I probably like biology most 
because you can relate it to a 

whole bunch of different things,”  
said Mrs. Herr.
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DNA lives everywhere – even in fruit!
TOMMY JOSEPH
JONATHAN SITON

 Broadway, here we come!
 SAEP drama students learned 
many characteristics of famous 
performers. They are moments away 
from taking center stage, performing their 
perfected skits and plays. In this class, 
many students were taught the basics of 
drama and acting. They practice games to 
enhance their attention and focus.
 These students use their quick 
reflexes and phenomenal hearing to 
participate in many games. During the 
games, the students are required to listen 
to their teammates, react to the slightest 
movement at any moment, and use their 
teamwork to reach their goals.
 “My favorite game in the drama 
industry is Bang. It’s training your brain 
with lots of skills that help you for your 
quick reactions in dangerous situations,” 
said Rafae Tariq. 
 Also, there are games in which 
there is a winner. In these games, all the 
participants are honest and trustworthy. 
This is essential for acting because 
whether you’re in a play or dance, every 

person involved must trust everyone else.
 “The games and the ways that we 
learn how to act is very inspiring,” said 
Laural Pittman.
 These students put their heart’s 
work into their speeches, and have all 
the confidence in the world. However, 
they did not walk into this class that way. 
They have worked in intense situations, 
focusing on each other and paying 
attention to everything that goes on. 
 “I  feel like if you can 
communicate and you can learn 
communication skills, it will be good for 
you for life,” said Mr. Napier.
 This class was perfect for future 

actors and actresses because they were  
able to improve all their acting skills. 
This class was also great for beginners 
interested in learning and practicing 
acting.
 “It’s  amazing what people can 
do with acting. I love it,” said Maya 
Pacheco.
 Students finished the summer 
with a series of skits and monologues. 
 “I really like how I can play 
different characters and I can play someone 
who is really crazy or really depressed. 
I also like  how I can express myself in 
so many different ways with matching 
emotions,” said Rochelle Kohanteb.

In drama, students have their share of fun and games

Games helped SAEP drama students improve their acting skills throughout the summer. 

Photo by 
Lauren Reel

LAUREN REEL
STEPHANIE RANDALL
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 A refreshing can of Coke may 
have other uses besides consumption!
 The MythBusters class has 
investigated several myths, similar to the 
TV show.  One week, this class uncovered 
Coke inside and out; they have found out 
what happens when Coke and Diet Coke 
are placed into water. Coke is used as a 
cleaning solution, so students discovered 
what happens when Coke and Pop Rocks 
are combined, learned what happens to 
Coke with Mentos, etc.  Similar to the 
show, in this class they revealed the reason 
behind each conclusion.
 When Diet Coke was placed 
into water it floated, yet regular Coke had 
a different result.  Due to the density of 
the regular Coke, which was more than 
water’s density, it sunk.  Students found 
that the ingredients vary in Coke and Diet 
Coke.  Furthermore, the density differs, 
thereby causing this result.    
 Confirmed!
 To find out if Coke is a legitimate 
cleaning solution, a dirty penny was 
observed and then placed in Coke.  After 
one day, there was not much difference 
except that the tails side got slightly 
cleaner and the heads side got darker and 
more corroded.  This occurred due to 
oxidation.  This pattern continued until 
finally a conclusion was made; Coke is not 
a beneficial, full-proof cleaning solution.   
 Busted!
 To understand what happens 
when Pop Rocks come into contact with 
Coke, students used a beaker and a balloon 
to see all the carbon dioxide these items 
released.  First, they poured a package of 
Pop Rocks into the beaker.  Then, Coke 
was transferred into the beaker with the 
Pop Rocks.  Last, a balloon was placed 
onto the opening of the beaker so that 
when the carbon dioxide was released, 
one could clearly tell.  Pop Rocks have 
many bubbles that do not come out unless 
they touch a specific liquid.  For example, 
your mouth has liquid in it and this is why 
the Pop Rocks pop when you eat them.  
In this lab project, these bubbles along 
with the carbonation from the Coke blew 
up the balloon slightly (about 11 cm in 

circumference).  
 Confirmed!
 The favorite experiment among 
the class was the soda with Mentos 
explosion.  Coke, Diet Coke, and a Diet 
7- Up type soda were used.  The Diet 7-Up 
shot up the highest.  This was because it 
was carbonated the most.  Also, students 
learned the reason behind this explosion.  
Students were able to observe the surface 
of the Mentos under a microscope.  They 
found that Mentos have a surface similar 

to the moon (full of craters).  Through a 
chemical reaction, the carbon dioxide 
bubbles are able to come off these craters 
fast enough to create this occurrence.  
However, not all Mentos work.  Fruit 
Mentos, which have a slick glaze, do not 
work so the craters are necessary for the 
explosion to occur.  
 Confirmed!
 Drinking Coca-Cola is very 
popular, but the beverage is much more 
than it seems to be!
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MythBusters students find popular beverage has many uses
TOMMY JOSEPH Photo by 

Tommy Joseph

MythBusters students had fun looking at what soda can do if mixed with other items!
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VIDEO GAME REVIEWS

 Powers by accident? 
 Infamous Second Son has 
fantastic graphics and amazing detail.  
 The story goes like this...
 You are playing as a kind of 
outcast who is spray painting a billboard. 
You escape the police and run away to a 
familiar woman’s house. Your brother is 
a police officer who’s about to arrest you 
and then BANG!....a D.U.P. truck crashes 
into the police car and the prisoner gets 
out of the D.U.P. truck and escapes. The 
D.U.P. is an organization that takes care 
of bioterrorists with special powers. The 
bioterrorist who broke out touches your 
character, letting you see what he has 
been through. You receive his powers, you 
run after him and he is recaptured  by the 
D.U.P. 
 The rest is for you to figure out! 

 Mario Kart 8 has amazing detail 
and great features.
 The game is very family friendly 
and probably the easiest out of the Mario 
Kart games to play. Although it is very 
over-detailed, it is very addictive and still 
stays to the main purpose of Mario Kart 
racing. There are new maps, new karts, 
and you can drive right side up or upside 
down, and it still has the multiplayer 
setting. 
 Overall, it still has the great 
features the other Mario Kart games have 
and has a secret mode that you can get 
from beating all the grand prix levels. It 
is called mirror mode – it makes left-right 
and right-left just as a mirror would do. It 
also unlocks new characters.
 This is a game you, or anyone 
else in your family, will really enjoy.

 Time for your “turbo dismount.”
 The graphics for this PC game 
might not be nice – in fact, they’re really 
bad – but Turbo Dismount: A Kinetic 
Tragedy is about as addictive as that 
recent famous app, Flappy Bird. 
 Turbo Dismount: A Kinetic 
Tragedy is a game in which you charge up 
your vehicle as much as you can, release 
and BOOM...you’re off into an adventure 
in which you try to get the character to fly 
out of the vehicle.
 There are many downloadable 
features as in maps and other things you 
can make that other people can enjoy.
  This game is only on Steam so 
go to steam.com and get it now while you 
can and have your own Turbo Dismount 
– you’ll be glad you did (if you can 
overcome the brutal graphics.)
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GRAPHICS:  A
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FEATURES:  A

OVERALL:   A
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GAMEPLAY:  A
FEATURES:  A
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GAMEPLAY:  A
FEATURES:  A+
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 Beautiful Creatures has an amazing plot and storyline.
 I could easily read 50 pages without getting confused or bored. The introduction grabbed me 
and the end left me wanting more (luckily there is a series).  I loved this supernatural book because 
it wasn’t bad enough to make you feel like a two-year-old and get nightmares. Plus, it had a lot of 
twists, definitely NOT like one of those books in which you could tell what all the turns would be.
 This book is narrated by a boy name Ethan Wate. His mother just passed away from a car 
crash and he keeps on having these dreams. He falls for a girl but he can’t see the girl and he always 
lets go because he just can’t hold on. At the beginning, he thinks that it is nothing. He meets the new 
girl in the town. She was the girl from the dream. In this book they go on a crazy adventure full of 
surprises, twists, drama, and much more. The town he thought he knew just got a whole lot different. 
 I would definitely recommend Beautiful Creatures for someone who loves a good book or 
needs some mega A.R. points. 

-MIA CAPUTO
OVERALL GRADE: 

A+
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SUMMER MOVIE REVIEWS
 How to Train Your Dragon 2 (rated PG) is fun for kids of all ages.
 This sequel to How to Train Your Dragon is great. If you have not seen the first movie you really 
should. This movie brings back Hiccup in his 20’s but this time all the dragons and Vikings are reunited as one 
family. From its cute scenery, to fighting and drama, the film is an excellent sequel. 
 If you like DreamWorks Animation’s movies, or any animated movie for that matter, you will really 
enjoy this box office success. If you enjoy comedy and mystery than this movie is for you. I am sure that you 
will never be short on laughter.

– JONATHAN SITON

ACTING: A          PLOT: A          VISUALS: A+         OVERALL: A
 The Fault in Our Stars was great. 
 The film got all the main parts from the book down and the visuals were pretty good. It’s about two 
people who have cancer who fall in love and end up taking a trip to Denmark to meet their favorite author. The 
end is sad but the movie is highly entertaining.
 There are two things that I did not like. I would have liked to see who played Kaitlin but the directors 
ended up cutting that part out. I also didn’t like that Hazel Grace’s eyes were brown not green.
 Overall, I would say the book was better but the movie was still worth seeing.

–MIA CAPUTO

ACTING: A-         PLOT: A+         VISUALS: A         OVERALL: A
 Transformers 4: Age of Extinction is the best one in the series! 
 If you did not see the other Transformers movies, you don’t have to. This movie brings up a whole new 
plot. The Transformers are now being hunted by the humans in an ultimate battle of survive or be killed! Even 
though it’s nearly three hours long, you do not want to miss a minute of Optimus Prime, Bumblebee in the 
ultimate battle of good vs. evil, which has been No.1 at the box office this summer. 
 When I got out of the movie theater I had only one thing on my mind. – “I so want to watch it again.” 
It truly brings you to a whole new world of Transformers with an all new cast.

–JONATHAN SITON

ACTING: A+         PLOT: B+         VISUALS: A+      OVERALL: A

iPhone 6?

by Mia Caputo

What we do know...
	 •	It	is	estimated	to	have	a	launch	date	of	Sept.	19...
	 •	It	is	also	going	to	be	called	the	iPhone	Air...	
	 •	It	will	be	4.7	x	5.5	inches
	 •	It	will	have	a	curved	glass	screen
	 •	It	will	come	in	the	same	colors	as	the	iPhone	5s
Other	than	that,	it’s	anyone’s	guess....Stay	tuned!

Getting	excited	over	the	

iPhone	6?
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 Skateboarding is a sport that has been interesting kids at a very young age.  
They want to build their own setup with different companies and brands, although 

there are so many brands it’s extremely hard to choose, but some
 companies really stand out for their quality. 

		 The	first	thing	you	will	need	is	the	deck.	Plan	B	is	the	best	
quality skateboard company and getting 4.5 to a 5-star rating on nearly 

every deck they make. 
These boards have 7-9 layers of wood and don’t chip like most decks do. These are 

great decks for children and adults. Most professional skateboarders ride them as well.
  The next thing on the list should be the grip tape. It’s a sandpaper-like material glued to your board so 

you will be able to slide with it. It allows your board to be  able to stick to your shoes and allow you to maneuver the 
board in the air with your feet. Grizzly Grip tape has an off-the-charts rating and is by far the best grip tape around.
It doesn’t wear as fast like most grip tape brands and is the most famous and best quality you can buy.
  Now you should be looking for your trucks. There are almost a hundred brands for trucks, the 
best quality and inexpensive ones belong to Venture. They are the lightest on the market, but if you 
would like to pay double the price, you are welcome to check out Tensor Maglights. On the other hand, Venture 
has the Venture Lights which are as light as Tensor but are way cheaper and a much better quality than Tensor. 
This brand is sponsored by some of the most famous and best skateboarders and overall is loved by most riders. 
	 Afterward,	you	need	to	look	for	you	wheels.	Bones	and	Bones	–	period.	This	is	the	only	company	
you would see pros or any good riders use. This company started getting incredible ratings after they made 
the	STF	or	Street	Tech	Formula	wheels.	These	were	the	first	wheels	that	were	able	to	take	the	abuse	that	skateboarders	dish	out.	There’s	no	other	
company	that	comes	close	to	Bones	and	Bones	and	their	selection	is	enormous.	This	brand	is	highly	recommended	by	most	riders	and	is	just	
overall great and no brand can get better than them.
	 Lastly	you	will	need	your	bearing.	The	only	company	that	actually	makes	a	good	bearing	is	Redz.	Redz	is	partnered	with	Bones	and	
Bones	for	awhile	now.		These	two	brands	make	the	best	wheel	combination	in	the	business.	If	you	want	a	great	board,	these	are	tips	to	make	the	
best	one	possible.	You	may	not	ever	be	a	pro,	but	you	will	definitely	feel	like	one.	
	 Have	fun	–	but	be	safe.	Keep	on	rolling!

Want to be a skateboarder? Our competitive expert David 
Katamadze gives you his best tips for starting out...

GNARLY!

Are you more of a “fashionista” who prefers 
fancy food and clothes?

FASHION: CHIC or GEEK?
Find your inner “geek” this summer? 

Here’s how you rock it!

This lace front 
Cardigan from 
Justice works 
perfectly... 
$17.99

This woven crossback dress comes in 
black, blush and jade....Forever 21 for 
$19.80

This pave crystal 
3D bowtie pendant 
necklace is a great 
accessory for this 
look.

These metal 
accent gladiator 
sandals from 
Justice...$19.79

by Lauren Reel by Mia Caputo

Find your favorite 
geeky tank top 
(Hot Topic) and 
pair it with some 
rocking shorts 
(Forever 21)...

Pair it with your favorite 
watch or bracelet (stitch 
watch from Hot Topic).

Find a cute Kimono 
that matches your 
shorts and tank 
(black Kimono from 
Forever 21) 



THE SUN
Page 7

 The X-2 is nothing compared to 
this! 
 The Rockets and Roller Coasters 
class have been building things that 
make people happy: roller coasters. They 
started literally from scratch, building an 
infrastructure of paper pipes, then adding 
funnels, loops, runways, and much more 
to complete over three feet of roller 
coaster…for a marble! 
 “I like that you get to learn about 
what you build, and the teacher has a cool 

teaching process,” said Paul, a seventh 
grader. 

 And he just might be right. The 
teacher, Mrs.McKeever says that she tries 
to teach the students “motion and forces, 
how to calculate and graph speed, the laws 
of motion, and physics of flight.” 
 How boring does that sound? 
 But the students also learn a lot 
of skills. 
 “I expect them to build a working 
roller coaster that has funnels, turns, and 
loops,” said Mrs.McKeever. 
 No wonder why so many people 
signed up for this class...so  buckle up 
your seat belt, and let’s get building!

Summer 2014

...After getting first-hand experience with laws of physics
BOWEN LIU Photo by 

Bowen Liu

Enrichment class reaches for the sky...

AttACK OF THE SQUIRRELS!
 CSUN is swarming with squirrels. 
 There is an abundance of Eastern Grey Squirrels on CSUN campus! One major food source comes 
from the nut- and seed-producing trees near and in the Arbor Court area.  These trees also allow for leaf nests. 
Is it right or wrong to feed these furry creatures?
 “I don’t mind squirrels, but I don’t feed them,” one student said. 
 “I don’t usually feed squirrels, but my brother and I do when my younger brother wants to,” another 
student explained.  
 Many experts warn against feeding squirrels saying that the squirrels will lose their instinct to be 
afraid of humans.  As a result, squirrel bites may become more frequent.  Youch!!

– TOMMY JOSEPH & JOEL YONG

STEPHANIE RANDALL
LAUREN REEL

 3… 2… 1… Blastoff!
 Students from Rockets and 
Rollercoasters have been working 
strenuously to create rockets that shoot 
high into the clouds. Each student has 
created a rocket that they tested with their  
classmates. The students were watching 
the takeoff in awe as they saw which 
rocket reached the highest point. Then, 
they examined the rocket that reached the 
highest point to look for reason why it 
was the highest. They also performed this 
procedure with the lowest rocket to see 
why it did not launch as high as the others. 
 Students put their skills to the 
test while building these rockets. They 
used their creativity and knowledge of 
rockets to try to build a successful rocket. 
Also, students are enthusiastic about other 
rockets, aside from their own, and the 
distance they travel.
 “I’ve learned more about 

aerodynamics, planes, wings, and many 
other things,” said Matthew Hamada.
 “I’ve learned about the factors 

that help the time, distance, and how far 
the rocket can go through high-pressured 
air,” added Ben Brody.

Photo by 
Stephanie Randall
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QUOTES A LA CARTE

What do you like 
best about SAEP?

JOSEPH DINIL

JOEY

ANDREW

NOAHCHRIS
by Bowen Liu

“I like how all students 
work together.”

“I like the teachers because they 
have a fun way of teaching.” “I like the Arbor Grill.”

“I like the food.” “I like the people in my 
class who help me.”

“I like that the students
 work in unison.”
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ART-TASTIC!
Students at SAEP are given numerous ways to express their artistic creativity...

In cartooning and animation, students 
work on their one-minute short films.

–MIA CAPUTO

In Fundamentals of Art, students 
worked on many creative projects.

–LIANA WADHWANI

In Exploratory Art, students got busy 
preparing pieces for an exhibit.

–JOEL YONG

New Robotics program stretches students to their limits
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
do need to work as a team,” said Kaitlyn 
Bailey. “It’s a really big robot and it’s a 
really big project so I have actually learned 
a lot about teamwork.” 
 Robotics can give students a 
vision of what they are capable of.  
 “I am interested in being a 
mechanical engineer in the future,” said 
Nicholas Hernandez.
 For other students, robotics is 
something that is more advanced.  
 “Well, I’ve played a little bit with 
vex at my house and also vex robotics is 
more advance than Lego mine storms,” 
said Krishanu Ray. 
 “Whether it’s building a part or 
putting it all together we have to agree 
assemble it one way,” added Chloe 
Belinsky. “Teamwork definitely gets it 
done faster.”

Photo by
Mia Caputo

Students built robots in preparation for a tournament at the end of the summer.
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