
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT AWARDS—SPRING 2015 
 

DEADLINES AND ELIGIBILITY 
Unless otherwise noted below, all application materials must be submitted by the applicant to the 
English Department office (Sierra Tower 706) by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday April 30.   Please submit 
one paper copy of each required document.   
 
Application forms for individual awards (where required) are available in the English Department 
office (ST 706).   
 
Qualifying Essays 
For most awards, essays and scholarly work submitted for consideration must have been completed 
between April 29, 2014 and April 29, 2015.  Thus papers completed at the very end of the spring 
2014 (e.g., final term papers) semester will be eligible for many of these awards. 
 
To qualify for the Henry Van Slooten Scholarship in English essays must be nominated by the 
professor. 
 
Professors in the courses must nominate essays for submission to the Harry Finestone Award and 
the essays must come from 698D Fall 2014 or Spring 2015. 
 
Students applying for the Professor Mitchell Marcus award may submit their papers from any one of 
their courses in the CSUN English graduate program. 
 
** If you are currently receiving financial aid, please be aware that the bestowal of award money may 
affect your financial aid status.  We encourage you to consult the financial aid office to discover how 
receiving award money might impact your personal financial aid status.   
 
For awards requiring letters of recommendation from English Department faculty, students should 
request these letters as soon as possible.  At the bare minimum, students should ask if a professor will 
be willing to recommend them a week before the application deadline.  Many professors will need 
more time than one week.  Students should also inform their recommenders of pertinent academic 
information about themselves in a brief résumé (i.e. overall GPA; GPA in English major; 
membership in university organizations such as clubs, athletic teams, or student government; full or 
part-time employment status; other awards or achievements associated with CSUN).   
 
For awards involving an essay or writing sample, the maximum page length (if stated) does not 
include footnotes or a works cited list.   
 
If you have any questions about these awards, please contact Dr. Sharon Klein, 2014-15, Chair of 
the Awards Committee (sharon.klein@csun.edu)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



*** UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS *** 
 
The Henry Van Slooten Scholarship in English 
 
A prize of $500 will be awarded to a student whose essay in ENGL 258, 259, 275, or 355 best 
demonstrates a passion for the English language.   
 
Application Requirements: Students cannot directly apply for this award.  Instructors must submit 
qualifying essays to Sharon Klein, 2014-2015 Chair of the Awards Committee, either by e-mail or 
department mailbox.  Students: If you wish to have your essay entered into the competition, you 
may ask the professor you had for one of these courses if she or he would consider nominating your 
essay.  (And please e-mail or print a copy of your essay for the professor if she or he is willing to 
consider nominating it) 
 
 
The Lesley Johnstone Memorial Award 
 
 A prize of $500 will be given to a student who is the author of the best written work on some 
aspect of the natural world or environment.  Eligible work, whether scholarly or creative, must have 
been written in an English class or for a class-related conference or publication.   
 
Application Requirements: Students will submit an application form and a copy of your essay to 
the English Department Office (ST 706).   
 
 
The Robert apRoberts English Honors Essay Prize 
 
To commemorate Robert apRoberts, Professor Emeritus and founder of the Honors Program, an 
annual prize of $250 will be awarded to the English Honors student whose paper completed in the 
Honors Revision Seminar (497A) is judged to be the best submitted during that academic year.   
 
Application Requirements: Applicants must be enrolled in the English Honors Program.  And the 
student will submit an application form and a copy of the essay to the English Department Office 
(ST 706).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*** GRADUATE AWARDS *** 
 
The Professor Mitchell Marcus Prize in English 
 
In memory of Mitchell Marcus, a former Professor in the Department (1958-1983), a prize of $3,000 
will be awarded each spring semester to the graduate student whose achievements in the study of 
English are considered by the faculty as the most distinguished.   
 
Application Requirements: the candidate must have classified status as a graduate student, hold a 
minimum 3.75 GPA, submit the completed application form, two current letters of recommendation 
from English Department faculty, a personal statement (max. 2 single-spaced pages), and a writing 
sample (max. 20 double-spaced pages), résumé (max. 2 pages).   
 
 
 
 
The Mahlon Gaumer Award 
 
In honor of Mahlon Gaumer, a professor of English at CSUN from 1969-1997, who specialized in 
linguistics and Medieval literature, an award of $500 will be given to a graduate student who is the 
author of the best critical essay on English literature—with emphasis on the use of language.   
 
Application Requirements: application form, essay (max. 20 double-spaced pages), the essay will 
not have been considered in previous English department competitions, the applicant must be 
enrolled as a graduate student, papers must analyze English or American literature with an emphasis 
on the use of language.   
 
 
The Harry Finestone Award in English 
 
In honor of Harry Finestone, a gifted teacher and innovative administrator at CSUN from 1962-
1983, an award of $750 will be presented each year to the graduate student with the most 
distinguished essay in the study of literature completed in the department’s capstone graduate 
seminar, ENGL 698D.  The essay must be nominated by the instructor of the course in which the 
student was enrolled. The Awards Committee will evaluate the nominated essays on the following 
criteria: originality of concept; potential scholarly impact; logical, effective organization; and clarity, 
coherence, and elegance of prose style.  Eligible for nomination in Spring 2015 are those completed 
in 698D in the Fall of 2014 or the Spring of 2015. 
 
Application Requirements:  application form, minimum 3.5 GPA (verified by unofficial 
transcript), hard copy of the essay, letter from course instructor (submitted directly to the Awards 
Committee Chair) nominating the essay for this award.   
 
 


