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SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS 
TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS YEAR
From our 2016-17 Community Engagement Grant Awardees

 We hope you enjoyed your summer and are having a great start to the semester.  This new 
academic year brings some amazing service learning opportunities that we are excited to share. The 
O�ce of Community Engagement’s 2016-2017 grant awardees have developed service learning projects 
that demonstrate the innovative and inspiring methods our faculty have developed to keep students 
engaged.

Ma�hew Clements will address the need for more diversity in the 
voices of the LGBTQ community with his QS 301 course, Perspectives in 
Queer Studies, project.  The project he’s developed involves students 
documenting and voicing their own coming out stories and lived expe-
riences as queer youth of color.  These testimonials are intended to not 
only empower the students creating them, but also provide the LGBTQ 
community with voices and experiences that others can relate to on a 
deeper level.

Jennifer Thompson’s JS 318 course, Applied Jewish Studies, gives 
students the opportunity to research ways in which local Jewish organi-
zations are helping to solve critical social issues.  There is currently a 
lack of online resources that cover Jewish ethics particularly surround-
ing social issues.  By contributing their research findings to an online 
forum, JS students will provide the public, Jewish Studies scholars and 
academic audiences with an online resource that the internet is cur-
rently lacking.

Lissa Stapleton is developing a project linked to her Deaf Community 
Service course, DEAF 360, that will give students the opportunity to 
travel to Mexico to address the needs of the Deaf Mexican community. 
Students will spend the first six weeks preparing for their Mexico trip 
by learning conversational LSM, the history of Deaf Mexican education 
and current community needs. In Mexico, students will partner with a 
local organization that supports Deaf Mexican community members 
and learn deaf service strategies that they can contribute to work-
shops in the U.S.  1



Virginia Vandergon has modified her Tomorrow’s Scientists a�erschool 
program with a service learning component that will improve students’ 
content knowledge and a�itudes towards teaching science. Vandergon 
teaches BIOL102 CS and BIOL 102L, which are designed for students 
majoring in Liberal Studies to prepare for teaching science in their 
future classrooms.  CSUN students will be able to design science lessons 
using content from Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) while 
contributing to the learning experience of 7th graders involved in 
Tomorrow’s Scientists.

Amanda Harrison’s service learning project will give English 306H 
students the chance to work with the CSUN Food Garden and Food For-
ward.  Students will expand their knowledge about the importance of 
community, sustainability, and engagement while contributing to pro-
grams that work to improve the sustainability and well-being of our 
community.

Rachel Friedman-Narr has created a service learning project that will 
allow teacher-candidates in Deaf Education to obtain a stronger grasp on 
the learning needs of Deaf students and audiograms.  Her SPED 563 
course in Audiology and Spoken English Development for Teachers of the 
Deaf/ Hard of Hearing is structured to allow Deaf Education students to 
provide training to parents of DHH students and general educators work-
ing with DHH students.  By preparing and delivering trainings to parents 
and educators, students will expand their professional development 
while contributing to DHH students’ experiences in the classroom.

Mario Giraldo’s GEOG 101 students will also be working with the CSUN 
Food Garden to learn sustainability concepts while building their intro-
ductory knowledge of energy, climate, water, soils, and ecosystems.  Stu-
dents will be able to learn core concepts of this course first-hand while 
becoming involved in CSUN’s sustainability initiatives.
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Shirley Warren’s FCS 271 course, Apparel Design and Selection, exposes 
students to the true extent of personal branding and its impact on individual 
well-being and self-esteem. Students will partner with a community based 
organization to learn how their profession can be applied to the non-profit 
sector.  FCS 271 students will become personal stylists for the clients of their 
community partners to build not only the self-confidence of these clients, 
but also gain professional experience in branding.

Stevie Ruiz’s course in Environmental Justice and Chicana/o 
Communities, CHS 496EJ, allows students to work with non-
profit environmental organizations, including Pacoima Beautiful.  
Students will work with organizations to educate local communi-
ties on toxic hazards, waste, and exposure to harmful materials.  
Ruiz’s students will gain experience in raising public awareness 
while improving the community’s knowledge about sustainabil-
ity, climate change, and environmental degradation.  

Students taking Larry Ovia�’s Art 385 course, Cra�s in the Class-
room, will partner with several schools of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District to gain experience developing and implementing art 
lessons.  Students will learn and adhere to national and state art 
standards while working with grade level teachers in creating their 
curriculum.  

Jongeun Kim will get her students involved in the community through 
her service learning project incorporated in her FCS 471 course, 
Apparel Design Draping.  Students will hold a clothing drive at CSUN 
and collaborate with San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission and thri� 
store managers to develop window display concepts.  Students will be 
able to build their apparel draping techniques while supporting their 
community partner’s ability to provide clothing for lower income com-
munity members.
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Students involved in Shabnam Islam’s KIN 336L, 
Applied Fitness Training Lab, will become a part of 
the campus movement Commit to be Fit.  Kinesiology 
students will have the opportunity to practically 
apply kinesiology-related concepts in a real-world 
se�ing while improving the overall health of CSUN 
faculty and sta� participating in the program.   Stu-
dents will demonstrate their abilities to communi-
cate with their clients e�ectively, apply kinesiology 
principles in the public sector, and provide measur-
able results for a fitness drive program.

The service learning project in Wade Chumney’s BLAW 368 
course  Law, Business and Ethics, gives students the opportu-
nity to work with The Institute for Community Health and 
Wellbeing.  Students will gain first-hand knowledge of virtue 
ethics as they apply ethical theory during their services for the 
institute.  Students will gain experience writing short articles, 
conducting interviews of campus faculty, and developing 
tutors and mentors to assist children in need.

Nanci Carr is developing a project to be integrated in her BLAW 
481 course, Real Estate Law, that will address issues and needs 
related to housing.  Students will partner with a community 
based organization that will give them a greater understand-
ing of the challenges faced by either minimum wage earners or 
adults with disabilities.

Virginia Kennedy will be continuing the Collaboration Project which 
will allow special education student teachers to learn more about com-
munity resources and how they connect to their K-12 students’ needs.  
Student teachers will actively work with a community organization 
and follow a format for designing, implementing and evaluating their 
project.  

4



Students who have participated in Bobbie Eisenstock’s JOUR 371 
course, Women, Men and Media, have consistently created ground 
breaking material that promotes media literacy and body positivity.  
Journalism students get to partner with the National Eating Disorder 
Association to become leaders in the on-campus initiative Proud2Bme 
On Campus.  Students produce blogs and videos for Proud2Bme.org that 
encourage responsible use of media and positive body image.

Bobbie Emetu’s HSCI 538 course, Community Health Action, will join 
students with community based organizations to expand students’ 
understanding of community health organizations with first-hand 
experiences.  Students will not only serve their community partner 
organizations, but also learn from their practices and develop reports 
on how the organizations can strengthen their goals and philosophy.  

Yoko Mimura has incorporated a service learning component in her 
FCS 380 course, Family and Consumer Sciences Foundations and 
Research, that focuses on music programs.  Students will work with 
the community based organization Inspired Sound and assess the 
impact music programs have on the children participating in the pro-
gram.  

Svetlana Tyutina’s SPAN 505, course Art of Translation, will give 
students the unique opportunity to serve as translators for a com-
munity based organization.  The project aims to not only help 
students learn about the job opportunities in the field of translation, 
but address the need of more qualified translators and interpreters 
in the public sector.
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Taehyun Kim will connect his Journalism students the K.W. Lee 
Center for Leadership, a Koreantown-based non-profit community 
organization headed by a highly-acclaimed Korean American inves-
tigative reporter.  The project focuses on the 1992 LA Riots and the 
stories that were not covered by the mainstream media.  Students 
will apply their investigative journalism skills to uncovering the 
untold stories of community organizers, journalists and ordinary 
citizens who played decisive roles in the LA Riots.  While contribut-
ing their research to a community based organization, they will also 
seek to bridge the gap between culturally and linguistically segre-
gated ethnic communities in LA. 

Jo Anne Shwayder Pandey and Iswari Pandey (le�) have developed a 
project that gives students the opportunity to address the problems 
identified by The Gorkha Foundation.  This organization supports 
initiatives that reduce poverty and improves the living conditions of 
the poor in the Gorkha region of Nepal.  Educational support is among 
the many areas of need that The Gorkha Foundation strives to 
address. CSUN students participating in this project will be able to 
remotely assist the foundation with supplementary instructional 
materials for English language courses and e�ective strategies to 
use those materials in the classroom.

Edgar Stepanyan and Mike Rivas are developing a 
service learning component for their SPED 511, Fun-
damentals in Secondary Education in Multiethnic 
Secondary Schools, course.  Their project will involve 
students working with the Desi Geestman Founda-
tion to help host a Pajama Party for kids with cancer 
at the City of hope.  The project will also include 
students working with the Glendale Unified School 
District to host a celebrity basketball game at Hoover 
High School.  While providing services for these 
events and organizations, students will gain hands-
on experience with youth in the public sector.

Anne�e Besnillian and Ah-Jeong Kim (le�) have developed a service learn-
ing project that allows students taking TH 397, Theatre Honors Tutorial, to 
partner with several community organizations and institutions to gain 
insight on the struggles of teenagers with disordered eating and body 
image.  They will collaborate with their community partners to produce a 
touring theatrical production that tackles health and wellbeing issues 
among youth in our community.
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Loraine Lundquist (le�) and Helen Cox (middle) have integrated a service learning component 
into a SUST 401, Applied Sustainability, course. Students will learn about the environmental, 
equity, and economic impacts of their actions and the best practices that should be applied in find-
ing sustainable solutions. Students will have the option to partner with several environmental 
organizations including Grid Alternatives, Tree People and Food Forward to apply their sustain-
ability knowledge.
Helen Cox and Dev Vrat (right) will also be working together to get SUST 310, Best Practices in 
Sustainability, students involved in the community.  This project allows students to partner with 
The Window Foundation to apply the practices they learn in sustainability in the areas of water, 
energy, waste, food and transportation.  Students will work in teams and gain experience in 
collaborating with an environmental organization.   
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Opportunities for Students
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area is o�ering an edu-
cational internship opportunity. This internship program will allow 
participants to gain hands-on experience teaching K-12 students and 
provide opportunities in areas such as communications, training, and 
program development.  For more information please  visit
 h�ps://www.nps.gov/index.htm

Make an Impact! Become a 2017-2018 White House Fellow. Fellows 
are given firsthand experience at the highest level of the Federal 
Government. This fellowship consists of a full-time work placement, 
a robust education program designed to provide a behind-the-scenes 
look into the inner workings of government, and intensive leader-
ship development raining. If you are interested in learning more 
about this opportunity please visit the website below or contact the 
White House Fellows O�ce at whitehousefellows@whf.eop.gov or 
(202) 395-4522
h�ps://www.whitehouse.gov/participate/fellows/application

Northeast Valley Health Corporation, one of the nation’s largest com-
munity health centers, is looking for public health volunteers.  NVHC is 
a nonprofit health care organization, focused on preventing and/or 
alleviating health problems.  They provide medical care for children, 
the disabled, older adults, families and the homeless, to name a few.  
For more informatio on NVHC’s volunteer opportunities, visit 
h�p://www.nevhc.org/careers/volunteer.html

Construction Volunteers
Homes built by Habitat for Humanities are almost 
entirely built by volunteers, both skilled and unskilled.  
Whether you are a contractor or have never picked up a 
hammer in your life, they can use your help. There are 
three types of construction site volunteers: crew lead-
ers, site hosts and individual volunteers. If you are 
interested in becoming a crew leader or site host, 
please contact Caitlin Rose, Volunteers Manager, at 
crose@www.habitatla.org. 8



Faculty & Sta� Stay Connected and Engaged

Register Now for 
the 2016-2017 

Campus Compact 
Webinar Series

As institution 
members of CACC, 

we can register 
for the Campus 

Compact webinar 
series for free!  

*Note: Upon registration, you will be taken to a payment page “to complete registration.”  
Just click “pay with check” and your registration will be complete with no payment 
necessary.

October 19, 2016
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-community-
engagement-anchor-institution-framework-0

Community Engagement in an 
Anchor Institution Framework

Rita Axelroth Hodges, Netter Center for Commu-
nity Partnerships, University of Pennsylvania

November 1, 2016
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-reflecting-whiteness-
lessons-pilot-program-expand-our-capacity-work-race

Reflecting on Whiteness - Lessons from a Pilot 
Program to Expand our Capacity to 

Work with Race
Karen Cotterman, University of San Francisco
Michelle Montagno, University of San Francisco

December 13, 2016
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-emergent-immersion-
moving-beyond-service-community-engagement-model

Emergent Emersion: Moving Beyond Service -
 A Community Engagement Model

Chris Nayve, Mulvaney Center for Community, 
Awareness, and Social Action, University of San 
Diego
John Loggins, Mulvaney Center for Community, 
Awareness, and Social Action, University of San 
Diego
Kira Espiritu, O�ce of International Studies 
Abroad, University of San Diego

February 14, 2017
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-building-institutional-
capacity-service-learning-engaged-faculty-institute-curriculum-0

Building Institutional Capacity for Service Learn-
ing: The Engaged Faculty Institute Curriculum

Katie Kleinhesselink, Director of Member Services, 
Campus Compact of the Mountain West
Stephanie Schooley, Executive Director, Campus 
Compact of the Mountain West

March 7, 2017
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-facing-our-stories-
strengthening-communities-power-storytelling-impact-community-c
hange

Facing our Stories|Strengthening our Communities: 
The Power of Storytelling to Impact Community 

Change
J.R. Jamison, Co-Founder and Chief Story Telling 
O�cer, The Facing Project
Kelsey Timmerman, Co-Founder and Chief Story 
Telling O�cer, The Facing Project

May 15, 2017
http://www.ccmountainwest.org/webinar-liberating-
service-learning-0

Liberating Service Learning
Randy Stoecker, University of Wisconsin-Madison
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