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Kim
Adapted from the novel by Rudyard Kipling. 

India, the British Raj, 1898.  East and West abide together uneasily.  
British spies strive against Russian agents in a conflict the players 
call The Great Game, each empire seeking to expand its sphere of 
control in Central Asia.  

Kim, a white orphan who lives as a native, survives on wits, re-
sourcefulness, and an insight into human nature that belies his twelve 
years.  Kim soon finds himself plunged into the Game.  Pursued by 
Russian agent Dragunov, he is torn between the teachings of two 
mentors, one a British agent, the other a Tibetan lama on a quest to 
find a sacred river.  Will Kim choose the path of a spiritual seeker or 
the path of a vengeful warrior?

Chris Fredericks was born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania.  Soon 
afterwards, he began making things up, a pursuit he continues to this 
day.  Chris’s formal screenwriting education began at USC, where 
he attended the Filmic Writing Program for three years.  He left the 
program early to write episodes of the acclaimed show Okavango 
(now on DVD!).  

When that gig failed to catapult him to international stardom, Chris 
spent the next several years working just about every job imaginable 
on dozens of film and television projects.  You may have (unwitting-
ly) enjoyed his contributions to entertainment, which have included 
working with the Pyro Unit on Sky Captain and the World of Tomor-
row and a well-received turn as Stellan Skarsg’s stand-in on Pirates 
of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest.  In the meantime, Chris contin-
ued to write, reaching the semifinal round of the Nicholl Fellowship 
competition with his western, Reckoning.  

The arrival of his son, Ford, prompted Chris to finish his degree.  He 
has been attending CSUN for the past year and plans to attain his 
Bachelor’s this summer. 

Chris Fredericks Student Screenwriting Showcase

Produced By
Lillian Lehman and Jared Rappaport

Hosted By
Jon Stahl and Jared Rappaport

Technical Production
Rick Greaver   Joseph Tran

Stage Manager
Brian Neyer

Sound Design
Tracy Friedman

Graphic Design
Mark Schaubert

Event Photography
George Johnson

Special Thanks To:
John Schultheiss, Eric Edson, Ken Portnoy,

Alexis Krasilovsky,
and

The CSUN Theatre Department





Brandie Coonis

Brandie Coonis was born in Los Angeles but raised in the wilds 
of New Jersey, where she made up fairy tales at sleepovers and 
wished to be a princess from India.  She has been devouring 
books since the age of 4, particularly those of the fantastical 
variety.

Seeing the film Moulin Rouge, she realized she wanted to make 
her own magic.  After graduating high school she moved to 
California and spent two years taking television production 
classes at Moorpark College, where she wrote, shot, directed 
and edited various projects under the tutelage of Cande Larson.

After transferring to CSUN and being rejected by its film 
production school, she finally decided to chase her long-
suppressed dream of being a writer.  She changed her major to 
screenwriting and will graduate from CSUN with a BA in May 
2008.  Her goal in life is to one day be able to pay her bills 
with her stories.

Rabbit Girl
Rebecca grows up on a South Dakota reservation with her 
grandmother Jane Grey Horse, surrounded by the myths, 
stories and history of their Native American heritage.  When 
Jane dies, the half-Lakota girl moves in with her estranged 
father in Los Angeles.  As Rebecca’s new life threatens her old 
identity, her dreams aid her in the struggle to find her place in 
the world.
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Originally from Canada, Diana received her BA from the 
CTVA Department at CSUN.  An exciting accomplishment 
only slightly overshadowed by the birth of her son just 11 days 
after graduation.  Prior to becoming a busy mom and a really 
fast writer (5 minutes here, 5 minutes there...), Diana directed 
children’s theater and taught yoga.  Her screenplay, A Life That 
Matters, tied for first place in the CSU Media Arts Festival 
2007.

Diana Karna 

A Life that Matters
 
In a struggle to overcome poverty, addiction, and a 
dysfunctional family, Gwen and Brian become entangled in a 
complicated crime scheme.  Will Gwen overcome her demons 
in order to recognize and appreciate a man who truly loves her?



Cyrus Helf 

Born and raised in the supernatural high country of British 
Columbia, Canada, Cyrus Oliver Helf was destined to a life of 
weirdness.  The mutant offspring of an unholy union between 
a radical feminist thespian and an Austrian deer-hunting 
psychopath, Cyrus was encouraged by his family to embrace 
his nefarious nature.  Thankfully, he keeps his subversive, 
perverted influence on society to a minimum by channeling 
his inner demons into his screenplays.  Most known as the 
infamous writer/director behind the cult classic horror short 
Zitlover, Cyrus is currently writing Wrecked Em!, the story of 
an alien anal probing gone horribly, and I mean HORRIBLY, 
wrong.

Sunset and Sawdust 
Adapted from the novel of the same name by Joe R. Lansdale.

1931: Camp Rapture, East Texas.  After killing her abusive 
husband in a desperate act of self-defense, the fiery redhead 
Sunset Jones reluctantly takes over his job as town constable.  
In order to solve a mysterious murder case, Sunset must 
overcome corrupt politicians, sociopathic gangsters, and a 
locust storm of biblical proportions.  Can this unlikely hero use 
her quick wit and quicker trigger finger to uncover the town’s 
darkest secret?



Chris Sacks

Chris Sacks earned his BA in screenwriting from CSUN in 
2004. By 2006 he had amassed two whole pages of material 
and decided it might not be a bad idea to give a disciplined 
schedule another shot, and entered the Graduate Program.

In 2007 he was the first student to host a screening for CSUN 
Cinematheque’s Media Theory and Criticism Showcase with 
Masaki Kobayashi’s Hara-Kiri.

Most of his time is spent with his K-9 companions Ardie and 
Harley watching Italian Giallo’s and Category III Hong Kong 
flicks. 

Were it not for his fiance Eilish holding a gun to his head as he 
writes, he would accomplish very little in life.

If this script is any good it’s because of James Ellroy and 
Timothy Hunt.

Driver
Driver follows Parker, a recently paroled con hired to find a 
missing child.  He must choose between revenge against those 
who put him inside or a single chance for forgiveness.


