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Welcome to the twelfth annual Student Screenwriting 
Showcase presented by the Department of Cinema and 
Television Arts at California State University, Northridge.  

Tonight, you will be treated to readings from the works of five 
of our exemplary students, three written in our Master of Fine 
Arts in Screenwriting program and two in our undergraduate 
Screenwriting program.  Four of the pieces are excerpts of 
feature-length scripts, and one is an excerpt of a television 
pilot script.  It will not be theater, as there will be little in the way 
of staging; it will not be mere recitation, as the performances 
have been directed; it will not be cinema.  It will be, we expect, 
an invigorating, engaging and entertaining display of our 
students’ artistry and imagination.

If you look at the front cover of this program, you’ll see an 
evocative depiction of the writer’s craft – the dripping quill.  
Even in the current digital age, this signifier still holds.  Despite 

the fact that increasingly few of us are literally ink-stained wretches – although I proudly am, much to 
my dry cleaner’s consternation – we can interpret the liquid emanating from the quill tip metaphorically, 
not as ink, but as a manifestation of the writer’s creative flow, the evanescent, uncontainable magic of 
imagination. Additionally, I invite you to consider the pen tip as dripping with the organic fluids intrinsic 
to the writer’s art – blood, sweat, tears.  We sometimes literally spill these in the act of creation, it’s true, 
but more centrally, these biologic essences are the core ingredients of our stories.  We reflect life, we 
portray life, we create life, aiming as we do to infuse our characters and our narratives with the stuff of 
corporeal reality.  If we catalyze and concoct well, our stories will fairly pulse with the scents and the 
sense of humanity.  We plumb souls, we ask questions, we seek answers, and we ask our readers, 
viewers and listeners to do the same.

This evening’s event would not be possible without the help and efforts of many individuals.  I heartily 
thank: Dan Hosken, Interim Dean of the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and Communication; 
Screenwriting Professors Eric Edson, Alexis Krasilovsky, and Scott Sturgeon; CSUN Associated 
Students, for their financial assistance; Mark Schaubert, for the creation of the printed program; 
Professor Garry Lennon, Chair of the Theatre Department, and all his colleagues, for their time and 
help and for the use of their beautiful venue; all the wonderful actors who have donated their talent and 
time; Professor Larry Biederman, for his artful direction of the actors; and Professor Jared Rappaport, 
who produced this evening’s event with me.  He ignited the torch for our Showcase twelve years ago 
and has kept it illuminated ever since.

We hope you will enjoy, and we thank you for attending.

Professor Jon Stahl
Chair, Department of Cinema and Television Arts
Head, CTVA Screenwriting Option
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Stephen Mazur
Screenwriter

Showcase Host

STEPHEN MAZUR has written for Universal, Dreamworks, Warner Bros., MGM, 
Imagine, Paramount, CBS, A&E, FX, SpikeTV, Sony, Fox, and Disney, including co-writing 
the screenplays for Heartbreakers (MGM, 2001), Liar, Liar (Universal, 1997), and The Little 
Rascals (Universal, 1994), writing the teleplays for Wedding Wars (A&E, 2006) and The 
Crooked E (CBS, 2003), and writing the screenplays for The Philosophy of Phil (Bron, 
2017), Jingle All the Way 2 (Fox, 2014), and Without a Paddle: Nature’s Calling (Paramount, 
2009).  In addition, Steve has taught screenwriting at CSUN, AFI, UCLA, and USC.  
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12th Annual
Screenwriting Showcase

Welcoming Remarks by Jon Stahl

Screenplay Introductions by Steve Mazur

Greenwood
feature-length screenplay by Emily Beal

Wilding
tv pilot by Breana Harris 

Dominique & Vince
feature-length screenplay by Talia Lawson

Eat It 
feature-length screenplay by Samantha Hughes 

The Bookstore
feature-length screenplay by Josh Berman

Reception
(Immediately Following)
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Greenwood
When Claire, a 26-year-old San Franciscan, learns that her high school sweetheart, Levi, is 
going to have a baby with another woman, she decides to travel back to her hometown of 
Greenwood, Arizona to win him back. During her trip, she comes across the friends, enemies, 
flames, and family of her past. Through these interactions, she is forced to examine the nature 
of the relationships in her life, including the one she has with herself.

Emily grew up in Cottonwood, Arizona, where she was raised by her mom, nine older siblings, a Rhodesian 
Ridgeback mix named Sunshine, and a large, wood-paneled television. She’s been writing since she was 
six, starting with the crafting of nonsensical “scary” stories that she saved on archaic technologies known 
as “floppy discs.” Her filmmaking career also began early, with the help of a monstrous VHS camcorder 
and a bunch of bored, older siblings. 

Straight out of high school, Emily moved to San Francisco, where she accrued credit card debt, worked 
several thankless restaurant jobs, and attended City College of San Francisco. In 2013, she took her first 
screenwriting course. It was in this class that she finally got her act together and resolved to pursue a 
realistic and stable career in Hollywood screenwriting. 

Emily transferred to CSUN in August of 2015, where she met some really cool people and learned so 
much that it made her brain hurt. In 2017, she inexplicably managed to write a script that some of the 
faculty decided was good enough to be read aloud. She is very grateful for this. Emily’s future plans 
include struggling for a little while before eventually becoming a hugely successful television writer and 
winning multiple Emmys. 

Emily Beal
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Breana Harris 

Breana Harris grew up in Las Vegas, where she attended a performing arts school and spent her teenage 
years acting and writing for the stage. She received an English degree from Portland State University in 
Oregon, where she won awards for both her fictional prose and her work as an editorial columnist for the 
campus newspaper. Her tribute to the late actor Philip Seymour Hoffman was honored by the Oregon 
Newspaper Publishers Association in 2014. Her lifelong love of film, especially horror and fantasy, inspired 
her to abandon her literary pursuits and come to Los Angeles to study screenwriting.  She has recently 
completed an internship at Thunder Road Pictures. In the future, she hopes to continue collaborating with 
creative people to make the film industry stronger, more innovative, and hopefully weirder.

A dedicated Anglophile, Breana wrote Wilding as a result of her longtime obsession with England and 
its history, especially the Victorian era, and a passion for the Pre-Raphaelites that began when she was 
thirteen years old. She has visited many of the sites mentioned in the script, including Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti’s house in Chelsea, and she hopes to visit more. 

Wilding 
Wilding is a one-hour supernatural television drama centered around Alice Wilding, a beautiful, 
working-class Victorian girl who sews dresses at her aunt’s shop and talks to the dead. Alice’s 
Aunt Bessie pimps out her niece’s clairvoyant powers for cash, but when Alice meets famed 
Pre-Raphaelite painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, she sees a new path to financial freedom. 
As Rossetti’s newest model, she is drawn into his eccentric world. But Rossetti’s fascination 
with the occult and burning desire to contact his late wife mean that Alice has more to offer 
him than just her pretty face. Wilding features historical characters and events that really 
happened. Almost. 
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Talia Lawson

When Talia was four years old, she saw The Wizard of Oz on the big screen for the first time. It was at 
that moment she didn’t realize her dream was to make movies.

She spent her childhood watching every award show and countless classic films, from The Godfather 
to Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. Finally, after a chance viewing of Tina Fey’s 30 Rock, it clicked: she 
decided she would write for Saturday Night Live! However, after realizing she wasn’t as funny as her 
mother had led her to believe, she shifted her dream to film and storytelling.

For some reason, her parents have been incredibly supportive of this dream. Perhaps they are hoping 
to be thanked in an Oscar speech one day. Just in case that never happens, she’d like to take this 
opportunity to say, “Thanks, Mom and Dad!”

Dominique & Vince
Dominique and Vince are just like any other couple. They go to movies, get dinner with 
friends...and commit hits for the local mob. After an inside betrayal puts both their lives 
at risk, Dominique and Vince make a run for it and learn what it really means to trust 
someone with their life.
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Samantha Hughes is a California native who is 
about to graduate with her M.F.A. in Screenwriting 
from California State University, Northridge, where 
she also completed her bachelor’s degree.  She 
currently teaches an undergraduate screenwriting 
course at CSUN, interns at the comedic producing 
company JASH, and attempts to be a comedy 
writer, all while completing her M.F.A. thesis. 
Samantha also writes for a comedic public access 
show in Pasadena, The Dianne and Ashly Show. 

Occasionally, she sleeps. A short film she co-wrote, The Goodbye Party, is currently on the festival circuit 
and available to watch on YouTube. She will now conclude this bio because she feels uncomfortable writing 
about herself in the third person. 

Samantha 
     Hughes

Eat It
 
Edie Doublesax (20s), an aimless data-entry clerk, lives with and under the shadow of 
her domineering older sister, Lou, who is half of a famous competitive eating duo, Da 
Mouths. When Edie’s mom decides to sell their childhood home, Edie must find a way to 
make her half of the rent in order to stay. When Lou’s partner unexpectedly dies, Edie at 
first thinks that joining her sister’s team is the answer to her financial problems. However, 
when Lou rejects her, Edie decides to form her own competitive eating duo and finally 
beat her cruel sister at something.
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Josh Berman
Born in Brockton, Massachusetts, but raised in Southern 
California, Josh has always maintained an outsider’s 
perspective. Whether it was rooting for the Celtics in 
Laker Land, or being the only reason his fourth-grade 
class had to learn the Dreidel song, Josh never shied 
away from who he was or where he came from. Watching 
movies became a favorite pastime, and Josh was 
fascinated by how a good film can tap both our intellect 
and our emotions. 

While attending CSULB for Marketing, Josh was 
exposed to Joseph Campbell’s “follow your bliss” 
philosophy. Upon graduation, he enrolled in Moorpark 

College for video production. In the meantime, he landed a temp job, where he discovered a knack for 
data analysis, which grew into a successful software development career. 

Josh’s unquenchable thirst for film knowledge brought him to CSUN’s graduate Screenwriting program. 
After some twists and turns, he changed course, and, deciding to merge his entrepreneurial spirit with 
his love for film, he opened the Movie Town Video Store in Ventura, California. Although tremendously 
satisfying, after five fantastic years, Josh decided it was time to move on, and luckily, he found himself 
back in a successful software career. 

Eventually, encouraged by friends and mentors, he reached out to CSUN to inquire about finishing 
the Screenwriting Master’s program. Josh will be forever grateful to the faculty at CSUN who not only 
remembered him, but also allowed him to return after many years to complete the M.F.A., finally providing 
him with some validation for a lifetime love of film.

The Bookstore
Hailed as a great German hero of WWI, and famous author of Soldier of Steel, Maxwell 
Fleisher, who reviles the rise of Nazism, is content to live a quiet life as the owner of a 
bookstore. After his Jewish friend and neighbor is arrested by the SS, Max reluctantly 
becomes the father figure of the two young sons left behind. Max teaches the boys to 
defend themselves against relentless bullying by Hitler Youth, but when the boys’ defense 
becomes offence, the ire of the SS sets upon them, resulting in dire consequences. Max 
must again become the soldier he once was, and he embarks on a mission to avenge 
the ones he’d grown to love.
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Cast

Erin Cholakian

Veronica Craighead

Nathaniel Paul Culpepper

Taylor Dunn

Kristie Villalon

Rhett Gamlin

Michael Gutierrez

Peter Nuoffer

Rachael Portillo

Shane Rose

Burkelee Woods
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Student Screenwriting Showcase

Produced By
Jared Rappaport and Jon Stahl

Directed By
Larry Biederman

Assistant Director
Noel Britton

Hosted By
Stephen Mazur

Sound Design
Joseph Tran

Graphic Design
Mark Schaubert

Special Thanks To:
Eric Edson, Alexis Krasilovsky 

and Scott Sturgeon
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THE DEPARTMENT OF CINEMA AND TELEVISION ARTS
CONGRATULATES TONIGHT’S SHOWCASE SCREENWRITERS

A “Top 25 Film Program”
The Hollywood Reporter

A “Stellar Film School”
Variety


