
ohn C. Avise, a naturalist at heart and a geneticist Jby training, is Distinguished Professor of Ecology 
and Evolution at the University of California, Irvine. 

He is the acknowledged founder of phylogeography, and 
is a pioneer in molecular ecology, molecular evolution, 
and conservation genetics. His research at the Avise 
laboratory uses molecular markers to analyze the 
behaviors and evolution of wild animals, and the 
ecological, behavioral and evolutionary processes in 
nature. It covers a broad spectrum of topics: genetic 
parentage, reproductive modes, population structure, 
speciation, hybridization, introgression, phylogeography, 
systematics, and phylogenetics. 

 
In addition to his pioneering research in molecular 
ecology and evolution, Dr. Avise has published on the 
relevance of evolutionary genetics to human affairs 
ranging from religious beliefs, to the human genome, to 
genetically modified organisms, to the history and 
philosophy of science. Dr. Avise has published more than 
340 scientific articles and authored 27 books, on topics 
ranging from the science-religion interface to genetic 
engineering, natural history, molecular ecology and 
evolution such as The Genetic Gods: Evolution and Belief in 
Human Affairs (1998), Inside the Human Genome: A Case 
for Non-Intelligent Design (2010) and Conceptual 
Breakthroughs in Evolutionary Genetics (2014), among 
others.

Dr. Avise received a Bachelor's degree in Natural 
Resources from the University of Michigan, a Master's 
degree in Zoology from the University of Texas, and a 
PhD in Genetics from the University of California at 
Davis. He is an elected Fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American 
Ornithological Union, the Pew Program in Marine 
Conservation, the National Academy of Sciences, and the 
American Philosophical Society and is the recipient of 
numerous academic awards, honors and distinctions. 

Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM
Whitsett Room, Sierra Hall 451

California State University, Northridge

Reservations are requested.
For more information and to RSVP

call (818) 677-3330.
We recommend arriving early.

Unclaimed reservations
will be released at 7:00 pm. 
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The Richard W. Smith
Endowment in Cultural Studies

Named CSUN’s 1991–92 Professor of the Year, two- 
time Distinguished Faculty Award winner Dr. Richard Smith 
had the care of many students’ minds during his 41-year career 
at CSUN. His aim always was to open up those minds, to make 
his scholars think like cultural psychologists, “from the 
perspectives of other peoples, other cultures.”

In establishing the Richard W. Smith Endowment for Cultural 
Studies, Smith will continue looking after his students. The 
endowment will support activities within the College of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences promoting the study of indigenous 
cultures, including the Richard W. Smith Professor in Cultural 
Studies and the Richard W. Smith Lecture in Cultural Studies.

Twice nominated by his students for “Who’s Who Among 
American Teachers” and twice the recipient of the CSUN 
Student Ambassadors’ Polished Apple Award, Smith is 
credited with a “profound and lasting impact” on the lives of 
those he taught.

For more information about the Richard W. Smith Series, 

please visit www.csun.edu/csbs.
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Parking is $6.00. Parking permits are available at the
Information Booth located at Prairie Street and Darby Avenue.

Communication service (sign language interpreters, note
takers, real-time captions, or assistive listing devices) are

available for this event. Requests must be submitted at least
five (5) working days in advance.

Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM
Whitsett Room, Sierra Hall 451

California State University, Northridge

Program is free of charge.
Reception and book signing

immediately following.
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