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A Note from the Publisher  
 
Thank you for ordering “Executive Report — R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal” 
from the Principal Investigators Association Library.  
 
Dr. Sridhar Mani (Shri) served as co-author of this report.  Dr. Sridhar Mani (Shri), is a Professor of Medicine and Genetics at 
the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY. He was the Founding Director of the Phase I Experimental Therapeutics 
Program at the Montefiore/Einstein Cancer Center. He received his MD degree (1990) from the Mount Sinai School of Medi-
cine, New York, NY followed by further postdoctoral training in Internal Medicine (Board Certified)(1990-1992) and Hematol-
ogy/Oncology (Board Certified, Onc 1992-1995) at Yale-New Haven Hospital, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, 
CT. Subsequently, he was the program leader for gastrointestinal oncology at the University of Chicago, Chicago, IL. During 
his tenure as a medical student, he did summer work at Rockefeller and then as a postdoctoral fellow at Yale, he studied 
under Dr. Eric Fearon on the role of DCC in colon cancer. In 1998, he returned to NY (Albert Einstein College of Medicine) 
to develop a Phase I Program in Oncology and a laboratory effort on drug metabolism. He is the recipient of the Clinical 
Investigator Award from the Damon Runyon Foundation (New York) and presently is an NIH funded Investigator on the role of 
orphan nuclear receptors in metabolism. He is a permanent member of the Developmental Therapeutics Study Section of NCI 
and serves as an editorial board member for Cancer Research, Clinical Cancer Research and Molecular Cancer Therapeutics 
(AACR). He has more than 100 peer- reviewed papers in journals like Science, Cancer Research, Clinical Cancer Research, 
Molecular Pharmacology, Molecular Endocrinology, Molecular Cancer Therapeutics, and Journal of Clinical Oncology. 
 
In addition to the special reports that make up the library, Principal Investigators Association offers weekly e-Alerts, grant ap-
plication manuals, and a year-long series of audioconferences — all devoted to helping you improve performance and spend 
more time doing what you love: the research. Our goal as an association is to be the world’s leading source of real-world, re-
sults-oriented information for our members in all fields of science. Our unique approach — delivering targeted guidance, case 
studies, success strategies and best practices — has earned us a reputation for depth, usefulness and high-value information 
as well as a loyal group of members who rely on that information to help them with their administrative and funding duties. 
We’re glad you’ve joined them and invite you to review all of our products and services at www.principalinvestigators.org. 
 
We are always on the lookout for interesting topics, researcher needs, and ways we can be of service to you. If you have a 
success story you would like to share with your colleagues, please do not hesitate to contact me. I would be delighted to hear 
from you, and I look forward to serving you and your organization with the best advice and information available in the future. 

Best Regards, 

Leslie Norins, MD, PhD 
Founder 
Principal Investigators Association
9990 Coconut Road Suite 316
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
info@principalinvestigators.org



R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal                                                                                                                                       

www.principalinvestigators.org

3

Table of Contents

A Note from the Publisher ......................................................................................................... 2

Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 4

Section I: Check Your Eligibility & Prepare Before You Apply ................................................... 6

Section II: Win the R15: Compose a Perfect Proposal .............................................................11

Appendix A:  NIH Key Contacts for R15s ................................................................................ 16 

Appendix B:  R15 FAQs .......................................................................................................... 20

 
 
Executive Report — “R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal” is published by Scientific Research 
Resources, Inc., 9990 Coconut Road, Suite 316, Bonita Springs, FL 34135 USA.
Telephone: (800) 303-0129 ~ Fax: (239) 676-0146 ~ Email: info@principalinvestigators.org ~ Website: www.principalinvestigators.org
This report is endorsed as a valuable tool for continuing professional development by Principal Investigators Association.  
Founder: Leslie C. Norins, MD, PhD
© 2012 Principal Investigators Association. The entire contents of this publication are protected by Copyright, worldwide. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction or further distribution by any means, beyond the paid customer, is strictly forbidden without written consent of Principal 
Investigators Association, including photocopying and digital, electronic, and/or Web distribution, dissemination, storage, or retrieval. Report 
violations in confidence; a $10,000 reward is offered for information resulting in a successful prosecution. Economical rates for bulk or electronic 
purchases are available upon request; institutional inquiries welcome.
Principal Investigators Association — as well as this report — is completely independent and not controlled by any government agency, 
organization or society, consultancy, contractor, or vendor. It is not endorsed by, nor does it have any official connection with, the National 
Institutes of Health. Opinions expressed by private authors are their own, and not official government opinions. Although the publisher believes 
the presented information is accurate, grant writing is part science, part art, and interpretations and strategies differ, even among experts. Also, 
individual circumstances vary. Therefore, no warranty is made that the information will apply in any particular case, or that a grant application will 
result in an award.



4 R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal

www.principalinvestigators.org

Introduction

The Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA), also know as the R15, is a highly-competitive (but 
attainable) grant for supporting hands-on student involvement in research. For the R15, composing a winning 
proposal is only half the battle – you’ll need to do some work upfront to determine your eligibility for the grant. 

According to the NIH, the R15 grant program has three main goals:

1. To support meritorious research;
2. To strengthen the research environment of the institution; and
3. To expose students to research.

If your research is meritorious, it should be a renewable form of investigation and should have an impact 
on peer-reviewed contributions, according to Dr. Sridhar Mani, Professor of Medicine and Genetics at the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx, New York.

The second goal of the AREA award program is enriching the institutional research environment. The NIH sees 
this grant as providing “seed money” to foster more long-term investigation that’s sustainable, Dr. Mani explains.

And the third goal is to expose students to this research. You should provide evidence of the students 
performing the research and of a learning environment in your lab. Because the R15 is a renewable grant, the NIH 
wants to see the students co-authoring publications and presentations.

Like most other “R” grants, the AREA award is renewable with competing continuations. The grant also allows 
special supplements for qualifying students with disabilities and minority students.

The R15 grant has a $300,000 maximum direct cost per project period of up to 3 years, plus your negotiated 
F&A (indirect cost) rate. If your direct cost is $250,000 or less, you can opt for a modular budget in your proposal. 
So you would not have to provide a detailed budget in this case. If your direct cost is higher, however, you can’t do 
a modular budget and would instead need to provide a detailed budget with a strong budget justification in your 
application.



R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal                                                                                                                                       

www.principalinvestigators.org

5

NIH reviewers use the standard five criteria (Impact, Significance, Investigators, Environment and Approach) 
for evaluating R15 proposals, with a specific emphasis on AREA program goals. And you have 12 pages max for 
outlining your Research Strategy.

Your important R15 deadlines for electronic receipt dates are Feb. 25, June 25 and Oct. 25, with AIDS-related 
research proposals due Jan. 7, May 7 and Sept. 7.

But before you jump into composing your R15 proposal, you’ll need to check your eligibility status and ensure 
that your research project meets all the special requirements that come with AREA awards.  n
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Section I:

Check Your Eligibility & Prepare Before You Apply

The NIH has several different eligibility parameters for the R15 grant. First and foremost, your home institution 
must be a baccalaureate or advance degree granting institution. 

Secondly, if your institution received $6 million or less in research grants in four out of the last seven fiscal 
years, you can apply for the R15. This figure does not include “C,” “S” and “G” grants. Check with your grants office 
to find out whether your institution qualifies for an R15, Dr. Mani advises. 

But then you should cross-check with the NIH on your institution’s eligibility status. The NIH keeps an updated a 
list of institutions that are ineligible to apply for the R15 based on this criteria, which you can view online at 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/area_ineligible.xls. And remember that the majority of your work must be done 
at this home institution.

Additionally, your institution must fall within NIH’s identified health professional schools and colleges that are 
eligible for the R15, which consist of: 

• School/college of medicine;
• Veterinary medicine;
• Podiatry;
• Nutrition;
• Dentistry;
• Osteopathy;
• Pharmacy;
• Public Health;
• Optometry;
• Nursing;
• Chiropractic medicine; and
• Allied health.
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Finally, inline with the AREA program’s three main goals, you must believe that you are doing “meritorious 
research” and foster a student learning environment that’s tied to your research, Dr. Mani stresses. These two 
items go hand-in-hand. Your meritorious research should make an impact on your field, be publishable and be 
peer-recognized, while the students -- undergraduates and graduate students -- should have hands-on learning 
experiences with the research project.

Make Sure the Right Institute Accepts R15s

Also, keep in mind that not all NIH institutes and centers accept R15s. Mainly, the Fogarty International 
Center (FIC) and the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD) are the ones that do not 
participate in the AREA grant program. The following institutes and centers do participate:

• National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM)
• National Cancer Institute (NCI)
• National Eye Institute (NEI)
• National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)
• National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)
• National Institute on Aging (NIA)
• National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
• National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
• National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS)
• National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB)
• Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)
• National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
• National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD)
• National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR)
• National Institute of Diabetes & Digestive & Kidney Diseases (NIDDK)
• National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)
• National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS)
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• National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
• National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)
• National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR)
• National Library of Medicine (NLM)

Steps for Determining Eligibility

So here are your most important steps to determine whether you’re eligible for the AREA program:

1. Review PA-12-006 (reissue of PA-10-070) carefully;
2. Contact your grants office for your institution’s R15 eligibility status;
3. Cross-check the list of AREA eligible and ineligible institutions on the R15 home page;
4. Prepare a short summary (one page) of your research, resources and checklist components;
5. Present the summary to your Grants Officer; and
6. Present the summary to the program official at the NIH.

Before You Submit Your R15 Application...

After you determine that you are indeed eligible to apply for the R15, you’ll need to take a few preparatory 
measures before you begin the application. Mainly, you’ll need to garner institutional support and commitment -- 
which is a crucial part of winning AREA funding.

So before you even begin to think about putting an application together, identify a senior faculty member, 
business office administrator, or someone in the Deans Office who previously supported and submitted NIH grants, 
Dr. Mani advises. Sit down with this person and go through the R15:

• Guidelines; 
• Checklist; 
• Deadlines;
• Submission & corrections process; and
• Review criteria
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Your institution really needs to become involved in the R15 application process, particularly when you’re drafting 
the resource page, equipment and student profiles -- all of which you must address to satisfy the Environment 
review criterion. Your institution should also encourage only selective submissions for the R15, because of the “two 
strikes” rule. Therefore, you should apply for the AREA grant only when you feel competitive and confident.

Rule of thumb: After one resubmission, don’t attempt another try unless you have a 50-percent change in 
the grant proposal’s content. You have only two resubmissions available to you for the R15.

 You must demonstrate in your proposal that your institution provides and supports an environment that 
facilitates faculty success -- this is essential to nabbing a high score. For example, you can talk about in your 
proposal what your institution does regarding start-up packages, student environment, course work and credits, 
faculty promotions, tenure decisions based on independent and/or collaborative research, Dr. Mani says.

Draft a Cover Letter & Communicate with the Program Officer

Show this institutional commitment and support upfront in a cover letter to the NIH. You need to engage the 
program officer in reviewing your cover letter and discussing with you the best institute/center and study section for 
your particular research area, Dr. Mani says. Also discuss the study-section reviewers’ areas of expertise and any 
potential conflicts with them reviewing your proposal. Bottom line: You don’t want anything to stand in your way of 
getting a high score.

In your one-page cover letter, you must include a brief description of your research, so when the receipt 
& referrals (R&R) officer sees your application, he can make the appropriate assignment to a study section 
automatically.

 
Another point to bring front-and-center for reviewers is your institution’s ability to encourage mentorship, 

providing a solid platform for faculty interactions in research. Show that your institution allows and supports NIH 
workshop attendance, and encourages pre-submission discussions with NIH staff via email and submission of a 
specific aims page.
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 Prepare for Your Application: Additional Steps to Take
 
 Finally, take some time to become familiar with the goals and specific focus of the NIH, applicable institute/

center and appropriate Center for Scientific Review (CSR) goals. Figure out whether your research fits with these 
goals and focuses, Dr. Mani advises. The best fit will weigh heavily on your ultimate score.

To perform this upfront analysis:

• Understand what the NIH defines as “any research” impacting “health” -- visit  
             http://www.nih.gov/about/mission.htm;

• Look up specific research missions by institute -- on the NIH website’s home page, click on “Institutes at  
             NIH” to view descriptions of each institute and their missions;

• Look up the CSR’s (http://cms.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/) Review Group Descriptions -- click on “Peer Review  
             Meetings” in the right corner, and then on “Review Group Descriptions,” which will give you all the study  
             sections;

• Look for special AREA applications review sections and if your chosen study section has reviewed R15s  
             before; and then

• Look at study sections with expertise that would cover your research area.

So in your cover letter, list all the institutes and CSR review groups that could potentially review your application 
and give you the most favorable response. You might choose one, two or three institutions and groups.

Next Step: Generate preliminary data that supports both your research and preferably the students, Dr. Mani 
says. And show that all tools and reagents are readily available, so that reviewers know not only that your aims and 
research goals are feasible, but also that you have the right tools for the job and you can achieve your goals in the 
one- to three-year timeframe.

Most of all, focus on student recruitment and training. Just like other grant proposals, you need to balance the 
enthusiasm and the commitment factor, Dr. Mani advises. n
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Section II:

Win the R15: Compose a Perfect Proposal

You’ve confirmed that you are indeed eligible to apply for the R15 grant and you’ve selected the right institute/
center and study section reviewers for your proposal. Now, you can finally begin to craft your R15 application. The 
NIH scores R15 proposals based on the basic five criteria, but two criteria are especially important to reviewers for 
this grant: Investigator(s) and Environment.

The following is a basic outline of what your R15 application should look like:

Specific Aims (1 page) Include an introductory paragraph with a hypothesis, and then the ratio-
nale for the aims and at least one sentence explaining what you’ll do if you 
complete this grant project successfully.

Research Strategy  
(12 pages)

•   Significance (3/4 page max)
•   Innovation (1/2 - 3/4 page max)
•   Approach (10 pages max)
     o   For each Specific Aim:
      Introductory Paragraph
      Justification & Feasibility (cite review literature as a  
                  background and present your preliminary data)
      Research Designs
      Expected Outcomes (for you and for the students)
      Potential Pitfalls & Solutions (for you and for the students)
     o   Timetable (1/4 page)
     o   Future Directions (1/4 page -- optional but recommended)
     o   Preliminary Data (see above)
•   Progress Report (for renewal applications only)

Introduction (1 page max) This is for revisions/resubmissions only. You should organize the introduc-
tion according to review criterion, and be diplomatic yet factual and not 
combative.

Biosketch Include your Personal Statement, which should emphasize the AREA-
specific goals, as well as why are you well-suited to be the PI, particularly 
in training students.

Resources Page Describe the environment to answer reviewers’ questions about whether 
-- given the resources at your disposal -- you can feasibly complete the 
research, and whether the students will enhance their learning and con-
tribute in that environment. Include your institutional commitment here as 
well.



12 R15 AREA Grants: How to Determine Your Eligibility & Write a Winning Proposal

www.principalinvestigators.org

What R15 Reviewers Scrutinize the Most  

Although some of the main review criteria (see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer_review_process.htm#Criteria) 
have clearly assigned areas in the proposal where you can address your important points. But some criteria have 
no designated areas in the proposal. Here are the main review criteria and where in the proposal you need to 
address each one: 

• Significance:  Research Strategy - Significance subsection
• Investigator(s):  Biographical Sketch - Personal Statement 
• Innovation:  Research Strategy - Innovation subsection
• Approach:  Research Strategy - Approach subsection
• Environment:  Facilities & Other Resources - Environment subsection

Illustrate Your Research’s Significance

As you’re describing your research project’s significance, keep in mind that reviewers are looking for you 
to prove that your work is meritorious and appropriate for the students available. You’ll also need to illustrate 
significance by proving that your project addresses an important problem or a critical barrier in the field, Dr. Mani 
says.

How is your research cutting-edge? What kind of impact will your research project have on your field? 
Reviewers will try to gauge the likelihood of you successfully meeting your project’s goals.

Also explain in the significance subsection how achieving your project’s aims will further drive scientific 
knowledge, technical capability and/or clinical practice, the NIH stresses. How will achieving the aims alter existing 
knowledge impacting your specific field? 
 
      Make the Investigator(s) Shine

R15 reviewers place a lot of emphasis on the investigators. You’ll need to prove that the PDs/PIs, collaborators 
and key personnel involved are “well-suited” for the research project. Moreover, why are the investigator(s) well-
suited for teaching and training students?
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You must show evidence of the investigators’ balance of both research and teaching experience, over the 
past five years. Also, you must present evidence of successful research mentoring over the past five years. These 
factors will weigh heavily on your scoring.

Additionally, if you have multiple PIs/PDs involved in the research project, you must show how their expertise 
are “complementary” and not the same. If you and the other investigator have the same expertise, this will reflect 
negatively in your scoring. And unlike R01s, R15s won’t recognize Early Stage Investigators (ESIs) and New 
Investigators (NIs).

Show Your Work’s Innovation

How will your research project change the current standards or paradigm in your field? The answer to this 
question is your “innovation.” Reviewers are looking for something groundbreaking, and not just “new.” 

For innovation, you need to prove that your research will substantially refine or improve the existing methods 
in your field, which would change the direction of research. And you don’t need to try to prove that your research is 
“vertically innovative,” Dr. Mani says. Instead, you might want to prove that your project will move the field forward 
incrementally, through the project’s necessary set of experiments that will impact your field.

Sell Your Approach

Above all, you must prove that your approach is well-reasoned, feasible and logical. Show reviewers that you 
can in fact complete the project goals given your resources. List out specific aims for your project, with each aim 
independent yet linked to the others. Avoid making each aim dependent upon the other, so that if one aim fails, the 
others will too.

Create sections for each aim dealing with “Expected Results” and “Potential Problems & Solutions.” Show that 
if the project is early in development and there is a high risk but also a high reward, the strategy that you’re using is 
feasible in your environment. 

Also in your approach, you must include the “Protection of Human Subjects” and “Minorities/Gender/Children 
Inclusion” sections if you have a clinical project. Your institution can help you with these.
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Focus on Your Environment to Nab a High Score

Because reviewers pay special attention to the environment criterion in R15s, you should spend some extra 
time on this area in your proposal. Show that you have the appropriate scientific environment, and reiterate the 
institutional support and commitment, particularly regarding teaching and research with students.

Provide a description of your university, including its mission, demographics and degree programs. You can 
provide URLs where applicable. Make this part approximately four to five paragraphs total. Additionally, describe 
the departmental environment, including student researchers, active student chapters, scholarships and grants 
for students, student presentations, available equipment, opportunities for inter-departmental or inter-university 
collaboration

Then, give the number of graduates enrolled in medical, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing or other health program 
or industry. Make this section one paragraph. Also provide a profile of the students that includes the percentage of 
students seeking a bachelor degree or post-baccalaureate degrees, over past 5 years.

Detail the unique features of your institution’s environment that shows why you should get the R15 award. For 
example, say your dean allows you to forgo teaching for the first year in support of developing your project but 
still pays your salary. And describe how getting the grant will impact PI/PD development, as well as the research 
environment in your institution’s academic sector.

Dr. Mani also recommends including:

• A description of the likely impact this award will have on enhancing the research environment and  
             promoting successful research among your institution’s student body;

• Your expectations for future growth (if applicable);
• A description of the university-level program for faculty/undergraduate research recognized by the highest  

             office at your institution; and
• An example of new university-wide internal grants program to encourage interdisciplinary research by  

             faculty who have primarily engaged in teaching. n
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Conclusion

        The R15 award is very competitive, but for good reason. As you’re going through the steps toward submitting 
an AREA application, always keep in mind that this is a research grant, not a teaching grant. The R15 is not for all 
projects -- or for all investigators. So be sure to double-check your eligibility for the R15 grant before you start labor-
ing over the application process.

        Through the AREA program, the NIH is looking to fund primarily promising investigators who have limited 
resources and whose institution has had limited research funding. The grant program aims to encourage talented 
investigators in sharing their knowledge and innovation with students through hands-on experiences.

        The three main goals of the R15 grant (supporting meritorious research, exposing students to research and 
strengthening the institution’s research environment) clearly endeavor to encourage students to continue their inter-
ests in biomedical research, subsequently becoming talented investigators themselves in the future.  n
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Appendix A:  NIH Key Contacts for R15s         

NIH Institute/Center Contacts
NCCAM 
 
http://www.nccam.nih.gov

Dr. Partap S. Kalsa  
(301) 594-3462  

khalsap@mail.nih.gov

George Tucker   
(301) 594-9102

tuckerg@mail.nih.gov
NCI

http://www.nci.nih.gov/

Dr. Christopher L. Hatch 
(301) 594-1403
Ch29v@nih.gov

Crystal Wolfrey  
 (301) 496-8634

wolfreyc@mail.nih.gov
NEI

http://www.nei.nih.gov/

Dr. Jerome Wujek  
(301) 451-2020

Wujekjer@nei.nih.gov
NHGRI

http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/

Dr. Bettie J. Graham  
(301) 496-7531

Bettie_graham@nih.gov

Cheryl Chick  
(301) 435-7858

chickc@mail.nih.gov
NHLBI

http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/

Dr. Helena Mishoe  
(301) 451-5081

mishoeh@nhlbi.nih.gov

Suzanne White  
 (301) 435-0144

whitesa@nhlbi.nih.gov
NIA

http://www.nia.nih.gov/

Dr. Robin Barr   
(301) 496-9322

barrR@mail.nih.gov

Linda Whipp  
 (301) 496-1472

whippL@mail.nih.gov
NIAAA

http://www.niaaa.nih.gov/

Dr. H. Joe Wang   
(301) 451-0747

Wangh4@mail.nih.gov

Judy Fox  
 (301) 443-4704

jfox@mail.nih.gov
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NIH Institute/Center Contacts
NIAID

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/

Ann Devine   
(301) 402-5601

adevine@niaid.nih.gov
NIAMS

http://www.niams.nih.gov/

Dr. Bernadette Tyree 
 (301) 594-5055

tyreeb@mail.nih.gov

Leslie Littlejohn  
 (301) 594-2545

littlele@mail.nih.gov
NIBIB

http://www.nibib.nih.gov/

Zeynep Erim, PhD  
(301) 451-4797

erimz@mail.nih.gov

Florence Turska   
(301) 451-4782

turskaf@mail.nih.gov
NICHD

http://www.nichd.nih.gov/

Bryan S. Clark, MBA  
(301) 435-6975

Clarkb1@mail.nih.gov

Center for Population Research
Dr. Florence P. Haseltine 

(301) 496-1101
haseltif@mail.nih.gov

Center for Developmental Biology and  
Perinatal Medicine

Dr. A. Tyl Hewitt  
 (301) 496-5541
th119v@nih.gov 

Center for Research for Mothers and Children
Dr. Gilman Grave  
(301) 496-5593

graveg@mail.nih.gov
 

The National Center for Medical  
Rehabilitation Research

Dr. Ralph M. Nitkin  
(301) 402-4206

NitkinR@mail.nih.gov
NIDA

http://www.nida.nih.gov/

Dr. Teresa Levitin  
(301) 443-2755 
tl25u@nih.gov

Pam Fleming   
(301) 435-1369 

pfleming@nida.nih.gov
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NIH Institute/Center Contacts
NIDCD

http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/

Dr. Christopher Platt  
(301) 496-1804

plattc@nidcd.nih.gov

Christopher Myers  
(301) 402-0909

myersc@mail.nih.gov
NIDCR

http://www.nidcr.nih.gov/

Dr. Alicia Dombroski  
(301) 594-4805 

adombroski@mail.nih.gov 

Mary Daley  (301) 594-4808
md74u@nih.gov

NIDDK

http://www.niddk.nih.gov/

Dr. Brent Stanfield  
(301) 594-8834

stanfibr@niddk.nih.gov
NIEHS

http://www.niehs.nih.gov/

Dr. Michael Humble  
(919) 316-4621

humble@niehs.nih.gov

Dorothy Duke  (919) 541-2749 
duke3@niehs.nih.gov

NIGMS

http://www.nigms.nih.gov/

Dr. Jean Chin   
(301) 594-2485

chinj@nigms.nih.gov
NINDS

http://www.ninds.nih.gov/

Dr. Michelle Jones-London
(301) 451-7966

jonesmiche@ninds.nih.gov

Tijuanna DeCoster, MPA
(301) 496-9231

decostert@ninds.nih.gov
NINR

http://www.ninr.nih.gov/

Dr. Paul A. Cotton  
(301) 402-6423

cottonp@mail.nih.gov

Brian Albertini  (301) 594-6869
albertib@mail.nih.gov 
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NIH Institute/Center Contacts
NLM

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/

Dwight Mowery    
(301) 496-4221 

moweryd@mail.nih.gov

For Clinical and Public Health Informatics:
Dr. Hua-Chuan Sim
simh@mail.nih.gov 

For Bioinformatics and Translational Informatics:
Dr. Jane Ye

yej@mail.nih.gov

For Consumer Health Informatics:
Dr. Alan VanBiervliet  

(301) 594-1297
alan.vanbiervliet@nih.gov

NIMH

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/

Dr. Jean Noronha  
(301) 443-3367

jnoronha@mail.nih.gov

Rebecca Claycamp, M.S., C.R.A.
(301) 443-2811

rclaycam@mail.nih.gov
Office of Research Infrastructure Programs 
(ORIP) 

http://opasi.nih.gov/ORIP/index.aspx

Dr. Miguel A. Contreras  
(301) 594-9410

miguel.contreras@nih.gov
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Appendix B:  R15 FAQs

Q: On the R15 application, how do I determine the “start date?”

A: The earliest project start date will depend on when you submit your R15 application. There are three cycles in  
      each fiscal year and an earliest project start date for each cycle: 
 
     •   Cycle 1: September or December 
     •   Cycle 2: April 
     •   Cycle 3: July

Q: In terms of the impact for R15s, is the impact on the field or the number of citations of your published works  
     more important, or is the impact on student learning considered as well?

A: Both the impact on your field and on student learning is important for R15s. In comparison to R01s where  
     reviewers look at impact in terms of the number of high-level publications you have, in R15s both factors are  
     important. You need to show impact on student learning, as well as some degree of peer-reviewed publications. 

     Keep in mind that reviewers tend to lean toward more importance on student learning. So there is a heavier  
     emphasis on teaching and learning, and this is what you’d want to really maximize and show in your R15 
     proposal.

Q: In my application, do I need to include detailed plans to train students?

A: Your R15 application should not include training plans. Although one of the AREA program’s main goals is to  
     expose students to research, the grant is a research award, not a training or teaching award. Instead, focus on  
     your plans to expose students to hands-on meritorious research.
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Q: How can I address impact in all five review areas – significance, innovation, investigator, environment and  
      approach? 
 

A:  Under significance, you would need to present your research as not simply looking at something that’s already  
       been done and is known in the field. You would show that your research is adding to the field to show impact  
       in innovation as well. You don’t necessarily need to prove so much innovation that you’ve discovered a whole  
       new paradigm, because the R15 isn’t that type of grant. 

       For approach, you can show impact by detailing how feasible your work is, that you have the tools in place to  
       achieve your research aims and that you have the preliminary data and students ongoing. Prove that the  
       students will have a clear plan and will reach goals at the end of the grant. Also, show that you’ve explored the  
       potential pitfalls and problems that you might encounter in your research.  Under environment, show impact by  
       offering letters of support to prove that you have institutional commitment, collaboration from your university  
       and an environment for student learning.

Q:  What reports do I need to submit for the R15 grant?

A:  You must submit a Progress Report annually, on or before the anniversary of the project period start date for  
       the award. You’ll receive an email notification about two months before the report is due.  See 
       http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/myf.htm for more information.

Q:  When you’re deciding which institute and study section is appropriate for your proposal, does one study section  
       cover more than one institute? Or does one institute cover more than one study section?

A: Typically, one institute covers one study section. In some cases, however, if you assign your proposal to a study  
       section and to one institute, it might still get reviewed under that study section but under another institute. 

       For example, you have an R15 project that fits the missions of both the NIDDK and NCI, but from a study  
       section point of view it’s most applicable for Developmental Therapeutics (DT). If the project is slanted more  
       toward cancer, the proposal would go to the NIDDK DT study section. If the research is slanted more toward  
       the NIDDK’s mission, the grant proposal is assigned primarily to the NIDDK and reviewed under a DT. 
 
       Really, you would need to discuss the details with your program official and SRO. Be sure to communicate your  
       exact mission and the nature of your research in your cover letter.
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Q: Should I have a separate institutional profile and a PI lab profile of students?

A: Yes, because this is helpful for the reviewer. Reviewers looking at an R15 application will want to know what the  
      institution as a whole do with students and what the individual lab does with students. Also, the reviewers want  
      to know that the institution supports the PI in furthering his goals with his students.

Q: Can I transfer an R15 grant to another institution?

A: You can transfer AREA grants to only other AREA-eligible institutions. There are many other factors involved in  
      permitting an R15 grant transfer to another institution. You must contact your Program Officer as soon as you  
      know that you’re considering a transfer.

      Also, keep in mind that if you have multiple PDs/PIs involved in the proposed R15 project, each PD/PI must  
      have an appointment at an AREA-eligible institution and may not be the PD/PI of an active NIH grant at the time  
      of the R15 award.  n
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